Steven Nielsen
April 30, 2002

Steven Michael Nielsen, age 15, of Coon Rapids, after a long battle with
leukemia. Student of Coon Rapids High School. Steven loved music and was
an avid drummer. Survived by parents, Mike and Janine; sister and best
friend, Laura; grandparents, Bob and Pat Nielsen, Ben and Doris Wilkin;
great-grandmother, Alice Gustafson; aunts and uncles, Ben Wilkin (Tania),
Bob Nielsen (Cheryl), Terri Knowlan (Craig), Kathy Layne (Kevin), Joan Olin
(David), Chuck Nielsen; special friends, Steve Evans and Joe Bristlin; many
cousins and friends. ~"We love you, Steven. You'll be deeply missed and not
forgotten." Special thanks to nurses, Kelli, Sofi, Jennifer and Erin and Dr.
Bruce Bostrom at Childrens Hospital, Mpls. Funeral service 11 am,
Wednesday at First Congregational United Church of Christ, 1923 3rd Av. S.,
Anoka. Visitation 1 hour prior to service at church and 4-7 PM TODAY at the
Washburn-McReavy Seman Chapel, 1827 Coon Rapids Blvd., Coon Rapids.
Interment Epiphany Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials preferred to the
Cancer Kids Fund or Children's Cancer Research Fund. Washburn-McReavy
Seman Chapel 763-767-1000



Tribute Wall

I had a dream last night that you were still around. And | woke up so
happy. It's been nearly ten years, but you'll never be forgotten. One
of my best friends. You are amazing, and will always be with me.

Jeremy Kantorowicz,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Jeremy Kantorowicz - December 19, 2011 at 12:00 AM



| was hanging out with a adam and matt yesterday and | was
remembering science class again. The time matt was gonna stick
the paper clip in the outlet. Steve told him maybe he should try it
cause it might cause a fire...(Fire was our thing) It's been five years
and still it seems like only yesterday. I'd like to say that as time goes
by things are getting easier but they aren't. It seems actually to hurt
more to let go. Especially when all you want to do is hold on tight so
you never forget. His face, his eyes, his smile, and his voice. | wish
it were as simple as just moving on and ignoring the heartbreak,but
it's not. | think what's hurts most now, is that as time moves on
everyone in our little group is moving on with time. We are all
changing and slowly little pieces of the group are breaking away. It's
hard cause they all take little pieces of my heart, but never as big of
a piece that Steve will always hold.

Rachel McRae-Johnson,

Blaine, Minnesota



Contact Me

Rachel McRae-Johnson - May 06, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Steven,

Yet another stone will be added under "THE TREE" this fall at
CRHS. The poor girl hit by the train... I'm trying to think if she would
have been your grade - | think not. | think she was younger than you
would be. Mike, Janine & Laura - my husband and | think of you so
often. We are so at the same spot. This year our youngest will
graduate. Jade never made it to this special year (as didn't Steven).
It's a tough one for us. Again - you are in our thoughts.

Pam (& Lee) DoroshWalther

September 04, 2005 at 12:00 AM

Thinking of you Steven

June 18, 2005 at 12:00 AM



Steve...
You are still so very much missed by Joe. He speaks of you often.
You were his inspiration on the drums. He plays in your memory.

Diana Bristlin,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Diana Bristlin - April 27, 2005 at 12:00 AM



Dear Mike, Janine and Laura,

| wish so very much I, us, (or Tyler) could have known Steve. | hurt
so much for you, Steve, and for Laura and your mom and dad. |
truly, truly believe Jade and you are friends. Can you give us a sign
about that???? | find some comfort in standing by your tree. Jade
and YOUR stone - mark CRHS, Steve! It's really not enough, but it
is all we have for now. AND, not may kids can say they left a
permanent mark on CRHS! Steve, | really feel like the 2 of you will
help each other - which only helps us, as parents. Steven and Jade
- help us, as we, as families try to keep going.... We all love you
very much..................

Pam, Harvey - Blair, (JADE), & Tyler

Pam, Harvey - Blair, (JADE) - June 16, 2004 at 12:00 AM



Stevie,

So much time has passed. So much has changed since you were
here. Although it seems like only yesturday that we lost you, | know
it wasn't. | tried to get around to signing the guest book tuesday, but
I had no time. | miss you so much. It feels sometimes like time has
started moving faster and faster seperating us from you that much
quicker, or maybe Time has just changed the person | used to be. |
miss you so much, | know | will never ever forget you. | love you
stevie.

Love always,

Rachel J. McRae

Rachel McRae,

Cedar/Coon Rapids, Minnesota



Contact Me

Rachel McRae - April 29, 2004 at 12:00 AM
I think of Steve often. It still brings much pain to Joe but he is
healing. He has thrown himself into music which | think is his way of

memorializing Steve. Music was something they had very much in
common, that and basketball. Steve will forever be part of his life.

Diana Biristlin,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Diana Bristlin - April 28, 2004 at 12:00 AM



Steve, you're in my thoughts often as | still see the pain on Joe's
face. But he has begun to move on. It has taken him some time. His
love of music was inspired by you and he's now playing the drums.
He will never forget you; this | am sure of.

Diana Bristlin,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota
Diana Bristlin - April 28, 2004 at 12:00 AM
Loving you and missing you so much that we just can't even find
words to say.
Love, Mom, Dad and Laura

April 27, 2004 at 12:00 AM

Happy Easter Steve. Missing you so....

April 11, 2004 at 12:00 AM






Thank you to all of Steve's friends who took time to sign his guest
book. As parents, we grieve so much that we sometimes forget that
you also grieve. It is good to know that his friends miss him.
Although he was too shy to ever say so, his friends meant the world
to him and he really loved his friends.

Thank you for remembering.

Mike, Janine and Laura,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Contact Me



Mike, Janine and Laura - January 11, 2004 at 12:00 AM

Steven was a friend of mine since elementry school. | think of him
often. Its hard to believe Steven hasn't been around for classes,
driver's tests, and in a year and a half graduation. | also knew Jade
and my deepest sympathies go out to both of their families and
friends. | see little pieces of Steven and Jade in Laura and Tyler in
the hallways at school.

To Steve: You were such a neat kid and | loved being in class with
you. Watch over your family and friends. You are deeply missed.

Ashley Chambliss,

Coon Rapids

Ashley Chambiliss - January 09, 2004 at 12:00 AM



Stevie,

Not a day has gone by that | haven't thought of your warm smiling
face. | remember the love that you shared as well as the kind words
of advice that was as simple as the way you seemed to live. It
wasn't hard to figure you out then and I'm sure now you are looking
down on us wondering why we have to make life to complicated still.
I miss you still as much today as | have since the day | found out
you left us.My birthday is in two days and thinking about my birthday
reminds me of the time that | went around and wrote "Happy
Birthday Stevie" on all of the white boards and chalk boards in your
classes. YOu wanted so badly for the day not to be made into a big
deal and you just wanted to try and be mad at me after that, but you
couldn't. It seemed like you could never be mad nor hold a grudge
against anyone. | wish | could have been more like that. | wish |
could still be more like that. You were simply amazing in SO many
ways. | loved you then and | will always love you. You were a
wonderful friend and companion.

I love You,

Rachel

Rachel McRae,

Coon Rapids(originally), Minnesota



Contact Me

Rachel McRae - January 07, 2004 at 12:00 AM



Steve,
your time gone has made people in our school realize that a life

should not be wasted. | had lots of fun banging on the drums in
band and wish you were still there. | know you would have loved to
play all the new instruments. We miss you and God be with your

family.

Sarah Johnson,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Sarah Johnson - January 05, 2004 at 12:00 AM



Steve-

I do not know you that well nor did | but the impact you made on our
class will forever remembered! I'm so sad that you had to leave so
quickly and that everyone didn't get a chance to say good bye! I'm
S000 sorry to your family! | think about you everyday as | pass by
your locker on 1st floor! you will never be forgotten and your impact
will last a life time! We all love you so much!

Keep watch over us!

*amy
2005

*

Amy,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Amy - January 05, 2004 at 12:00 AM



Hey Steven.

There isn't a day that | don't think of you and your family. | always
wonder how Laura is doing. | can't help but wonder what happens to
your family when the Holidays approach. Steven, when | talk to
Jade's friends, | often bring you up. Not only were YOU robbed of a
High School Career, but also the STUDENTS of your grade were
robbed of you! That tree, Steven, is there in the name of Jade and
you. It will be there FOREVER. | see you every time | stand by that
tree. Steven, you will be a part of my thoughts forever. Tonight is yet
another of many, many, many hard nights. | thought of you and
wanted to write. To your family - | think of you always.

Pam DoroshWalther

October 25, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Janine- | heard of a book that | think may be helpful to you. | am
sure that you have already read it but | wanted to pass it on
because it is so wonderful. The book is titled "Mommy, Please Don't
Cry"itis by Linda Deymaz and illustrated by Sabrina Smith. The
book is written for mothers who have lost a child and comforting
words that help a mom to know where her child is in heaven and
what the child does there. | hope this can help to ease the pain.
Steven is so missed and lives on through us everyday.

July 23, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Steven, A third stone has been set by Jade and yours at the tree at
CRHS. | was always so selfishly relieved that Jade's stone didn't sit
alone and yet, so sad that another student, another child, had lost
his life. Steven, you never got a shot a your high school career and
yet, you need to know that you DID make an impact. OFTEN,
Jade's friends and us talk about your short journey. Your sister,
Laura, and Jade's brother, Tyler, will follow your legacy through
Coon Rapids High School. You ARE remembered, Steven. And you
are so missed.

Pam Doroshwalther,

Coon Rapids

Pam Doroshwalther - July 10, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Janine, Mike and Laura,

You have a beautiful memorial in the paper today. | hurt so bad for
you. As Lee said, though, it can't be measured by time. We miss our
children every second of every day. | do know though how you
remember exactly what went on - on this day practically minute by
minute. Again, we are thinking of each of you - and always will

Pam DoroshWalther,

Con Rapids

Pam DoroshWalther - April 27, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Janine, Mike & Laura
I know how hard Steve's birthday must of been for you. | will always

remember Steve that day, as will Joe. Joe spent some time with
Steve that day. | think Joe spends time with Steve every day.

Diana Biristlin,

Coon Rapids

Diana Bristlin - March 17, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Mike, Janine & Laura,

I know today is incredibly difficult for all of you. My tears, thoughts
and concern are with you today as they are every day. | have lost
your phone number but we do think of you daily. A friend of ours
gave me a CD w/ the song "You're Still You" (by Josh Groshan) on
it. It is sooo about Jade and Steve under these circumstances. If
you'd like to hear it | would gladly burn a copy for you. The words
are on Jade's legacy but you really need to hear it for it to "fit".
Steve - this is NOT how your birthday should be. NOT for you, your
mom, dad or your sister! | hope you know how many people are
thinking of you and wish you were here for your 16th! | hope Jade
and you are good friends and are looking out for all of your family
and ours. You are still a part of your family, Steve, just as Jade is
still a part of ours. That will never change!

You are missed.

Pam DoroshWalther

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

March 13, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Steve

You probably dont know me steve but | remember seeing you man.
Even though you were sick you brightened up a bad day | had with
a quick glance and a smile.(lll never forget)

Im a friend of JADE and other then you, she was the only person
that could look at me with any facial expression and make my day
go well.

You were a special kid man and | wish | could have met you.

You take care up there with "J"

| guarantee youll have a great time with her.

Nielsen family

Im very sorry for your loss. As a close friend to the Doroshwalthers,
| know what it feels like. Nothings the same.

But just know your son is in good hands upstairs.

He, together with JADE, is a combo C.R. will never forget

coon rapids, Minnesota

February 03, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Stevie,

| just got Creed's Weathered cd today. | started to cry when |
listened to it. Every time | hear a song from Creed, it makes me
think of you, and your energy for life. | wish | could posses that
much energy and enthusiasm for life. | love to think about you and
the love you had for others, it makes me want to strive to be more
loving and accepting of people; with the stuff that's happened this
past year | guess | have too. | can't believe it's been so long since |
have seen you. | miss you so much. Sometimes when | am lying
awake in the middle of the night | think | hear you're voice. Of
Course | don't. So much has happened since you left us, you
wouldn't believe how quickly things have changed, | feel like I'm
living in a completely different world then | was when | knew you. |
think about you so often. | pray that | see you again somday, and |
know I will. Thank you for still being an inspiration even though you
are gone. | love you.

Mike, Janine, and Laura-

My prayers are still with you. | hope that we can see eachother
soon. I love you guys.

~Rachel McRae~

Rachel McRae,



Coon Rapids/East Bethel, Minnesota

Contact Me

Rachel McRae - January 05, 2003 at 12:00 AM

I haven't forgotten you. I still pray for your family.

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

January 04, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Steven~ | hope that you enjoyed spending Jesus's birthday with
Him in Heaven. | am sure that your presence was delightful for all
up there!

To the Nielsen Family-

I hope you find comfort in knowing the great Holiday season that
Steven had in Heaven, he had the best seat in the house! My
thoughts and prayers are with you as the holiday season passes.
God Bless

January 03, 2003 at 12:00 AM



Dear Nielsen family-

I am not sure if you will remember me, but i worked with Sofi last
summer at children’s as a student nurse. | am now a nurse on the
8th floor, and have found my true calling in life. | wanted to write
because steve was my first patient and becuase of that and his
amazing smile and courage he will always be remembered by me! |
will remember he and | working together to learn how to use his
laptop, since i had the same one at home. My deepest thoughts,
prayers, and sympathies go out to you all... please know that |
prayed for your family all last year, and will continue to do so.
God bless- Lindsi

Lindsi Lilledahl,

StPaul, Minnesota

Lindsi Lilledahl - October 24, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Dear Steve,

We miss you a lot. We are sitting here thinking about you. How can
it be possible that you aren't here with us?

Love, Mom and Laura

August 13, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Hi Steve,

Today is just another day and | miss you so much. We had a family
get-together the other weekend. While we all had a wonderful time
and were able to laugh, there was still a great part of our family
missing. You were so sorely missed that day and everyday. Your
Mom, Dad and Laura miss you more than any of us could possibly
comprehend. When | think of how much | miss you, your laugh, your
bad Viking jokes, your intelligence, your compassion, your
protectivenss of Laura it hurts so deep and so much. Then | think
that if | mutiply that by a million perhaps that is close to how much
your Mom, Dad and Laura miss you. | just want you to know on this
beautiful summer day that | will all always love you and you will be
missed for the rest of my life. | will see you in every bright thing |
look at.

I love you Steven.

Your Aunt Joan

Joan Olin,

Mendota Hts., Minnesota



Joan Olin - July 16, 2002 at 12:00 AM

Hi Steve,

It's the 4th of July. | know how much you liked fireworks. You would
have fun with the fireworks that are now legal. We'll light some for
you!

| think about you every day.

July 04, 2002 at 12:00 AM

Dear Steve,

Today is the anniversary of the day you were baptized--such an
important day in your life. I'm thinking about you . . . .

Love, Mom

Mom

June 21, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Dear Steve,

I miss your smile! If only | could talk to you again. There are so
many things I'd like to say. You are not forgotten and never will be.

June 17, 2002 at 12:00 AM



To the Nielsen Family:

| saw your sons' picture in the Coon Rapids High School
Newspaper ( Cardinal Chronicle) and it made me so sad, that a
sweet boy had to pass away. | knew someone else who also passed
away. Jade dorosh-walther. it was very devestating, and with that |
feel terrible that another student from our school won't be with us.
The good that came out of this was knowing he is not in any pain at
all. He is in a place where there can be no pain and no hard times. It
is very hard to comprehend at a time like this. My uncle has cancer
right now and isn't in the best health. He is a big fighter just like your
son was. It gives me hope that my uncle will do better, because
steve never gave up. | know | don't know him, but reading about him
helps out. My prayers and thoughts are completely with you guys.
Remember that Steve is looking down on you and doesn't want you
to be sad! God Bless you all! Thanks for having shared a wonderful
son!

A student at CRHS

June 15, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Hi Steve~

I have seen your delightful face as I drive through the neighborhood,
and | always seemed to see you when you were with your sister! |
never did anything more than a "wave" or a "hi" | am so very sorry
to hear of the pain that you and your family have gone through. |
know that your family is comforted by knowing that they have a
perfect angel above watching over them.

June 02, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Steve-

You dont know me, but i know who you are. we've never met but i
wish we could have. Rachel and Amy and Matt have told me soooo
much about you. God Bless your heart.

Dear Steve's Parents-
I pray for you and the family everyday. Maybe one of these days i

Jessie Ackermann,

Andover, Minnesota

Jessie Ackermann - May 31, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Dear Steve-

How do I write this? My hands are trembling as | do, | can't help it, |
miss you so much.

Thank you for the year and a half of friendship you gave me. | only
hope that you had as much fun as | did in that time.

Even though I'm getting a little better now, always remember that |

can never ever forget you, or stop missing you.

I love you, Stevie.

Love,

Amy

Mike, Janine, Laura, Joe, and all of Steve's friends and family-
You are in my prayers every night, just as Steve was for 9 months.

God Bless.
Amy Olson

Amy Olson,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Amy Olson - May 30, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Stevie,

What can | say. You were always a good friend to me. | miss you so
much. At times though | forget you are gone, and then it hits me
really hard all over again. | can't help but cry and smile at the same
time while | think of you and your fearless heart. You made me feel
better when my best friend died from cancer last March. There's this
song | listen to all the time that reminds me of you and always
brings me to tears. The last verse talks about a little girl on her
daddy's lap, hidding her disease with a baseball cap. It says "you
can change the channel most people do,but what if you were sitting
in her daddy's shoes?" Then it goes on to say what if she's and
angel. In my heart | can picture you. With your hat on covering your
head. | miss you everyday and it seems that even though people tell
me it'll get better with time, It doesn't seem to be true yet. Some
days | just wish | could hear your voice again, if even for only a
moment in time. but | know what that would do, that would leave me
wishing for another moment of your sweet voice. If | could only see
your face one more time, the way | used to see you in class | would
be happy for at least that moment. In my heart you will always be
my angel. | changed a lot in the time | knew you. For the better of
course. | learned to love unselfishly. You opened the door to a
whole new world for me. You always cared, always loved, and
always were loved in return by others. | love you Stevie. You will
always own that little piece of my heatrt.

Love Always,

Rachel McRae

Mike, Janine and Laura,

My thoughts and prayers are always with you. | care so much for
you. | hope we never lose touch. You are my only connection to the
Stevie we all once knew and loved. | am so thankful everyday, for
allowing your son to be a part of my life. | thank God everyday, for a
family like you for Stevie to be a part of. You will always hold a little
piece of my heart too. I love you all.

God bless you.



Rachel McRae,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Rachel McRae - May 29, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Steve,

You have no idea how much | miss you. | would do anything just to
be with you again back in computer class seeing you laugh and
smile again. Over the summer and 9th grade | know we grew apart
and | regret that so much. We are and will always be one of the
nicest people | know. A day hasn't gone by that | haven't missed
you. You will be missed by so many people and never forgotten.

Steves Family,

I never got to meet you while Steve was alive but | finally did at the
wake and funeral and then saw you at the school once. | really
could not imagine what it would be like to loose a son or my brother.
| think about Steve every day and pray every night that he's ok. |
know that he's happy up in heaven. My deepest sympothy goes out
to you and | really do hope | still see all 3 of you. All of you are really
nice just like steve.

Kayla Hanson

Kayla Hanson,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Kayla Hanson - May 29, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Dear Steve,

It is Memorial Day today and one month since you left us. | can't say
that our pain has lessened at all. We still long to have you with us
and think about you every single moment. This is the most difficult
thing I will go through in my life. Losing you has left our family with a
huge void. Nothing seems right anymore. How | wish | could hear
you play the drums just one more time or see that great smile of
yours. | will miss you forever, my dear son.

Love, Mom

Janine Nielsen,

Coon Rapids, Mississippi

Janine Nielsen - May 27, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Mike, Janine, and Laura

I will run with a renewed energy in hopes that this years Marine
Corps Marathon will raise the most money for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society that a cure is found for blood related cancers. |
will run in Steve's memory for you as well as for other families out
there fighting this terrible disease. You are in my prayers.

Angi

Angi Kruyer,

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Angi Kruyer - May 21, 2002 at 12:00 AM



My thoughts and prayers are with your family. God bless

Kimberly Gibeau,

St.Paul, Minnesota

Kimberly Gibeau - May 03, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Dear Steve,

I didn't know you, but maybe our daughter, Jade, did. She was a
Junior at CRHS this year. We lost Jade in January. You have now
joined our precious beautiful daughter - maybe the 2 of you can
become good friends and help your family and our family through
these most awful times.

To Steve's family,

We are with you in thoughts, pain and heartache. We lost Jade 3
months ago and | would do anything to help ease all that you are
enduring. | do wonder if Jade & Steve knew each other. Let's know
they are together, sharing CRHS memories. Through the school you
can find out how to contact us. IF YOU EVER, EVER want to talk -
please know we are here and hurting every minute, as are you.
Maybe we can help one another.

Pam & Lee DoroshWalther
Blair, (Jade) & Tyler

Pam DoroshWalther,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota



Pam DoroshWalther - April 30, 2002 at 12:00 AM

When he shall die

Take him and cut him out in little stars,

And he will make the face of heaven so fine,
That all the world will be in love with night,
And pay no worship to the garish sun.

Romeo and Juliet

Floyd and Andrea Adelman,

Minnetonka, Minnesota

Floyd and Andrea Adelman - April 30, 2002 at 12:00 AM



My tears are flowing right now, looking at the picture of your
beautiful, sensitive boy. We lost our 12 year old son, Paul, to a brain
tumor 6 years ago and we had your doctors---we have walked in
your shoes.

| wish you much peace in your healing. | know what a battle he
fought. It seems like he had so many friends who adored him and a
loving family.

His glow drew us

And we ran with him.

To prolong the day
And avoid the stars.

Andrea Adelman,

Minnetonka, Minnesota

Andrea Adelman - April 30, 2002 at 12:00 AM



PEACE :)

tamara galow (nelson-walsh),

st paul, Minnesota

tamara galow (nelson-walsh) - April 30, 2002 at 12:00 AM



Our thoughts and prayers to your family.

Susan, Tom, Anthony, Matt and Meghan Hoel

Susan Hoel,

Woodbury

Susan Hoel - April 29, 2002 at 12:00 AM



We are hurting for you and with you. Steve was very dear to Joe
and will remain in his heart forever.

Diana, Steve, Leslie, Joe, & Nessa Bristlin,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Diana, Steve, Leslie, Joe, & Nessa Bristlin - April 29, 2002 at 12:00 AM



My sister and | are classmates of Steves and our deepest sypothies
go out to his family

Amanda & Alicia Jockisch,

Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Amanda & Alicia Jockisch - April 29, 2002 at 12:00 AM



To Mike, Janine, and Laura,
All of us here at TSI are very sadded today with this news, our
hearts are with you as well as our prayers.

Bill Dixon,

Blaine, Minnesota

Bill Dixon - April 29, 2002 at 12:00 AM



| was one of Steve's Sunday school teachers for 7th and 8th grade.
Steven was a great kid: smart, fun, respectful, talented. | always
enjoyed the Sundays he and his sister Laura would come because |
could count on Steve to contribute to discussions in a meaningful
way.

His questions were insightful, his answers were thoughtful, and
usually right on.

Not that he wouldn't enjoy the clowning around done by some in his
class. We'll deeply miss Steven in our church community.

My thoughts and prayers to you, Mike and Jeanine and Laura and
the rest of your family. And to Steven's close friends, my heart goes
out to you.

Theresa Meyer

Theresa Meyer,

Cedar, Minnesota

Theresa Meyer - April 29, 2002 at 12:00 AM



