
Ronald Alfred Erickson
September 23, 1936 - December 7, 2024

Ronald A. Erickson, 88, of Edina, passed away peacefully at home on
December 7, 2024. Ron will be remembered for his love of family, lifelong
passion for business, kind and generous spirit, sense of humor, and
unassuming manner. 
Ron was born in Osceola, Wisconsin on September 23, 1936 to Rose and
Alfred Erickson. He lived in Centuria, Wisconsin until age ten when his family
moved to the Twin Cities. Ron graduated from The Blake School and the
University of Minnesota with a Bachelor of Science in Law and a Bachelor of
Law Degree. 
Upon graduation, Ron went to work in the family business, which was
comprised of petroleum refining, retail petroleum and convenience store
sales, wholesale distribution, and outdoor sporting goods. The combined
business entities operated under the name Holiday Companies, for which Ron
served as Chairman and CEO for nearly 50 years. He was proud that Holiday
became the first retailer to build and operate what are now referred to as the
"big box" grocery and general merchandise stores in the Twin Cities area. At
the time of the company's sale and Ron's retirement, Holiday Stationstores
operated over 500 locations across the US. Ron will be remembered by
employees and professional associates for his loyalty, decency, and for
promoting people from within the organization. He was honorable, trustworthy,
and always sought to act with integrity. 
Ron served as a member of the National Association of Convenience Stores,



member of the National Petroleum Council, and Chairman of the Independent
Refiners Association. He held positions on several corporate boards including
First Bank System (now U.S. Bank), Andersen Corporation, Carriage
Services, and Gander Mountain. 
Ron met his wife, Kris, on a blind date and often said it was the best decision
of his life. He and Kris would go on to welcome their son David, with whom
they shared their love of skiing, golf and travel, with fond memories spent as a
family in Vail, Scottsdale and Washington DC. In addition to being a wonderful
father, Ron adored being a grandfather to his two young grandchildren. 
Throughout his life, Ron enjoyed a passion for cars and golf. He always
looked forward to his next model car, with speed and comfort being his top
criteria. Ron's love for golf and golf equipment was also well-known -
especially his ever growing putter collection - as he frequently searched for
the perfect answer to his game. 
Ron was preceded in death by his parents, Rose and Alfred Erickson, and his
brother, Don. He is survived by his loving wife of 45 years, Kris, his son David
(Kristen) and grandchildren, his brother Neal (Susan), and numerous nieces,
nephews, and friends. The family would like to thank Ron's caregivers, Kristi,
Mary Jane, and Tammy for their kindness and unwavering support. 
A service will be held Friday, January 10, 2025, at 11am with visitation one
hour prior at Mount Olivet Lutheran Church (Minneapolis Campus), 5025 Knox
Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN. In lieu of flowers, donations may be directed
to Mount Olivet Lutheran Church or to a cause of the donor's choosing. 
To watch the service live please visit https://mtolivet.org/live-on-sundays/ 
www.Washburn-McReavy.com 
Edina Chapel 952-920-3996



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 10. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church (So. Mpls)
5025 Knox Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55419

Memorial Service

JAN 10. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Mount Olivet Lutheran Church (So. Mpls)
5025 Knox Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55419
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Marva - January 10, 2025 at 11:37 AM

I was saddened to hear about the passing of Ron. My heartfelt
condolences to you during this difficult time. Ron was a great leader
that had a lasting impact on everyone who had the privilege of
working with/for him. 
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to have worked for Ron and to have
been a part of Holiday during his time at the helm. His vision and
dedication shaped the company in so many positive ways, and his
legacy will undoubtedly live on through all the impact he had on
those around him but also through his impact on how the business
world changed through innovation from his vision.

January 09, 2025 at 09:56 AM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Ronald Alfred Erickson.

January 08, 2025 at 11:04 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Ronald Alfred Erickson.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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January 08, 2025 at 11:04 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Ronald Alfred Erickson.

January 02, 2025 at 11:59 AM

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of
Ronald Alfred Erickson.

January 01, 2025 at 01:12 PM

Serenity Wreath was purchased for the family of
Ronald Alfred Erickson.

Steve Williams - December 28, 2024 at 01:00 PM

Big-E was an educated, tough and loyal leader. I always enjoyed his
candor and demand for honesty, there was no escaping it from Ron.
We shared a love of cars that drew us closer over the years that will
be hard to replace. God-Speed, I miss talking horsepower already
my friend. 
Steve

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1465&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1465&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

