Robert Dale Zera

March 25, 1951 - February 19, 2023

Zera, Robert Dale Age 71, of Minnetonka died Sunday, February 19, 2023 at
home surrounded by his family. Rob was preceded in death by his parents
Casimir and Jean. He is survived by Peggy, his wife of 44 years, sons Dan
(Niki) and R.J. (Robert Joseph), sister Lynda (Jim) James, brother Rick
(Diana) Zera, sisters Lori Zera and Lisa Zera-Polley, uncles Ray Weaver, Joe
Saur, and Al Meyerl, brother-in-law Dan (Kathleen) Shea, many cousins, and
close friends. He was an affectionate uncle to numerous nieces, nephews,
great-nieces, and great-nephews. Rob was born in Washington, DC, lived in
Bethesda, Maryland, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, Concord, Massachusetts,
Potomac, Maryland, and Brooklyn, New York, before moving to Minnesota and
living in Edina, Minneapolis, and Minnetonka for the past 48 years. His
creative journey began as an art student at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in
Washington, DC, in the early 1960s. He was the art editor for the Winston
Churchill High School Yearbook and went on to graduate cum laude from Pratt
Institute in New York with a degree in industrial design. Rob utilized this
degree as a product designer in the toy industry with various companies,
including Team Windsor (Girsch Design Associates), Custom Concepts,
Schaper Manufacturing, Tonka Toys, and his own company, Zera Industrial
Design. Rob was a loving husband and father as well as a talented chef,
landscape and visual artist, and home renovator. He freely shared his wit and
his passion for music by including family and friends in concertgoing
experiences. For Rob family always came first. We are so fortunate to have



had him in our lives. A service of remembrance will be held at 11 am on
Friday, March 17 with a visitation one hour prior at the Washburn-McReavy
Edina Chapel, 5000 West 50th Street & Highway 100, Edina. Memorials in
Robert Zera's name may be directed to the Park Nicollet Foundation:
Frauenshuh Cancer Center or Hospice Home Care. Washburn-McReavy.com
Edina Chapel 952-920-3996



Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 17. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Edina Chapel
5000 West 50th & Highway 100
Edina, MN 55436

Chapel Service

MAR 17.11:00 AM - 11:45 AM (CT)

Edina Chapel
5000 West 50th & Highway 100
Edina, MN 55436



