
Dick Mork
December 29, 1944 - March 16, 2026

Pastor Richard Mork, 81, of Blaine, Minnesota passed away on Monday,
March 16. Born on December 29, 1944, in Montevideo, Minnesota he was a
devoted husband to Barbara Mork (Fjoseide) and a loving father to Andy
Mork. 
Pastor Mork exemplified integrity, empathy, and encouragement. He spent 35
years in church ministry at Our Savior's Lutheran in Rolla, North Dakota,
Trinity Lutheran in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood in Minneapolis,
Dennison and Vang Lutheran outside of Northfield, First Lutheran in Columbia
Heights, First Lutheran in Harris, and Christ the Servant in Vadnais Heights.
He spent 13 as a mission director for the ELCA, helping on the organizational
end of starting new ministries and adapting current ones. He was known for
his ethical leadership, adaptability, active listening, and encouragement.
Despite all his responsibilities in vocational ministry he prioritized family life,
his spiritual life, and watching basketball. 
He used stories to illustrate his passion for the love of Jesus, loving his
neighbors, and the values he learned and lived by. Many people have a
"Pastor Mork story" to share a way he left an impact. 
He and Barb developed a passion for antiques starting with depression era
glass and other dishes. It started with a shared background from rural western
Minnesota, and collectibles in shops and estate sales. He loved finding
unexpected treasures as well as working in their booth at the antique mall in
Anoka. 



He was a basketball fan, particularly of the Minnesota Gophers and
Timberwolves. He appreciated many different types of music but would sing
Johnny Cash with special enthusiasm. Not only was he a deep thinker and
reflector, but he encouraged curiosity and never shied away from tough
questions. His family still quotes his phrase from when he spent a year as
nanny for the youngest grandchild: "Slow down and take a deep breath." 
He is survived by his wife, Barbara, siblings Rachel Garbe (Ron), Rod
Hofland, Karen Youmans (Ross), and Carla Hofland, son Andy (Beth), and
four grandchildren. He will also be missed by many Lutherans from all over
the world who have experienced his kindness and generosity. 
His memorial service will be Thursday, March 26 at 11 AM at Christ the King
Lutheran Church in New Brighton, Minnesota, with visitation starting at 10 AM.
Memorials can be made to Christ the King Lutheran Church and Augsburg
University. The family finds comfort in Pastor Dick's legacy living on in his
family, relationships he fostered, ministries he impacted, and stories told by
and about him. 
Live stream https://www.lifeatctk.org/memorial



Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 26. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Christ the King Lutheran Church
1900 7th Street Northwest
New Brighton, MN 55112

Memorial Service

MAR 26. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Christ the King Lutheran Church
1900 7th Street Northwest
New Brighton, MN 55112
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DeeAnne Helfritz - March 27 at 01:43 PM

Loren and I loved listening to the sloooow cadence of Dick's
speech. He made us smile. Blessed be his memory.

March 25 at 01:43 PM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Dick Mork.

March 23 at 10:21 PM

Pink Potpourri Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Dick Mork.

Mel Robinson - March 23 at 09:48 AM

My favorite memory was the Sunday morning he carried a bale of
hay out with him - sat on it and told the story of the Prodigal Son.
What a purposeful way to tell that story. 
Heavenly Peace Pastor Mork, 
Mel Robinson

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


SR

MF

LN

Stan & ViAnn Keller, Greg & Jill Ramberg - March 22 at 07:09
PM

Stan & ViAnn Keller, Greg & Jill Ramberg
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Dick Mork.

Mork Farms - March 21 at 01:12 PM

Mork Farms purchased the Country Basket Bloo
ms for the family of Dick Mork.

Linda Nelson - March 20 at 10:50 PM

I was so blessed to call him Pastor for our many many years at First
Lutheran, Columbia Heights. I had the joy of working with him as
church secretary for several years. Dick was always a good listener
and had a wonderful hardy laugh, too. Our toddler daughter thought
he was Jesus in his Sunday robe. She’d run up to him and he’d
laugh and pick her up. I will miss his smile, and our chats, but so
look forward to catching up with him in glory.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Justin Grimm - March 19 at 07:16 PM

So blessed to have known and learned from Dick over the years.
From the first time I met him 25 years ago until the last time I sat
with him a few weeks ago he taught me something about ministry
and life. He's a big reason I became a mission developer and now
do the work in the Synod Office- I am forever grateful for him as a
mentor, colleague and dear friend. See you again dear friend.

March 19 at 09:27 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Dick Mork.

March 19 at 09:27 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Dick Mork.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

