Mr. Raymond Francis
Gottsacker

November 17, 1923 - July 29, 2018

Gottsacker, Raymond Francis

God came for Ray, age 94, on the morning of July 29, 2018. He left this world
peacefully, comfortably and with family nearby.

He was born on November 17, 1923, in Sheboygan, Wis. He attended Saint
Lawrence Seminary High School in Mount Calvary, Wis., where he was
awarded a diploma in 1940. After completing military service, he attended the
University of Wisconsin at Madison, where, in 1948, he received a bachelor of
science degree in electrical engineering.

Ray was a registered professional engineer — and proud of it. The majority of
his career was at Honeywell, where, as a principal production engineer, he
worked on highly classified projects for the U.S. government. He served as
president of the Minnesota Federation of Engineering Societies and as
president of the Honeywell Engineers Club. He held four patents.



Ray wore little on his sleeve. Self-effacing and not loquacious, he’d give you
his opinion, but generally, you’d need to ask for it. He was fair but could be
tough, though almost always with the objective of correcting juvenile behavior,
defending the little guy or righting an injustice.

He capably handled the Herculean task of raising six children — all of whom
always had food, shelter, encouragement and an excellent role model. His
preferred method of transport was a green convertible with a white top, which
he was often left to admire as one of his kids drove off in it.

Ray’s most valued relationship was with Carolyn, his wife of 70 years, whom
he truly cherished. In 1988, he wrote and had published in the Minneapolis
Star Tribune on Valentine’s Day a 500-word love letter to her in which he
proclaimed “a bride is a promise fulfilled, but a wife is a promise fulfilled over
and over and over and over again.” His attention to and love for her provided
an unwavering good example for his five sons.

Ray was a WWII veteran, wounded at the Battle of the Bulge, for which he
received a Purple Heart. He also was awarded the Combat Infantryman’s
Badge and two Bronze Stars.



He is survived by his wife Carolyn (née Kotnik); daughter Mary Johnson
(Barry); sons Greg, Mark (Betty), Michael (Patty Schulz) and Steve; five
grandchildren and a great grandson. He is preceded in death by his son,
Philip.

“The angel wrote, and vanished. The next night

It came again with a great wakening light.

And showed the names whom love of God had blest,

And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest.”

A mass of Christian burial will be celebrated at Our Lady of Grace Catholic
Church, 5071 Eden Ave, Edina, MN 55436 on Thursday, August 2nd at 11:00
AM. Visitation 1 hour prior to service. In lieu of flowers, memorials preferred to
Mayo Clinic Alzheimer Research Center. www.philanthropy.mayoclinic.org



Previous Events
Visitation

AUG 2. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
5071 Eden Avenue
Edina, MN 55436

Mass of Christian Burial

AUG 2. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
5071 Eden Avenue
Edina, MN 55436



Tribute Wall

My sincere condolences go to the family for the loss of their dear
loved one. | would like to share a Comforting thought from the bible
found at Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by
means of Christ Jesus. &

Anastasia - August 02, 2018 at 07:05 PM

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased T

for the family of Mr. Raymond Francis Gottsacker.

August 01, 2018 at 05:02 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Mr. Raymond Francis Gottsacker.

August 01, 2018 at 10:56 AM

My sincere condolences go to the Family for the loss of their dear
loved one.l would like to share a comforting thought from the bible
found at Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by
means of Christ Jesus. &

Anastasia - July 31, 2018 at 10:44 AM


https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Raymond was very dear to me | care for him remember he was
always looking for food hadsweet tooth he helped me get through
my dadsdeathhetreated me like another daughter he will be missed
god bless to the family xoxo Mary Holmes motanya

mary motanya - July 30, 2018 at 01:46 PM

My sincere condolences go to the family for the loss of their dear
loved one. | would like to share a Comforting thought from the bible
found at Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by
means of Christ Jesus.{;

Anastasia - July 30, 2018 at 11:02 AM



