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December 15, 2011

Waldman, Ned Jeremiah Age 78, of Birchwood, WI (Formerly Hopkins, MN)
Passed away on December 13th surrounded by his family. He was preceded
in death by his biological mother, Baylee Bookman-Waldman; his biological
father, Moe Waldman; his aunt & uncle, Millie and Norman Stillman who
adopted Ned at the age of 6; Adele Molitor who cared for Ned from his birth
until age 6 and his brother, Neal Waldman. Ned is survived by his wife, Darcel
Ann McDonald; his daughter, Bettina Hirsch; his son, Brett and daughter-in-
law, Sheila Waldman; his sister, Beverly Stillman; his brothers, Norton and
Jerry and sister-in-law, Marilyn Stillman and sister-in-law, Veronica Escala-
Waldman; his grandchildren, Steven Tristan and Nicole, Jeremiah, David and
Karla Hirsch along with many nieces, nephews and cousins including Naomi
Segal- Maul. Ned attended Washburn High School in Minneapolis and
graduated from the University of Minnesota with a Journalism degree. He
served in the US Army for four years. Ned was a passionate and successful
businessman. In 1962 he co-founded The Bookmen, the Midwest's largest
book distributor until it was sold in 2002, with his brother and co-founder,
Norton Stillman. In 1978 Ned founded Waldman House Press, where he took
great joy in publishing titles such as the National Best Seller, "A Cup of
Christmas Tea", written by Tom Hegg and illustrated by Warren Hanson and a
series of books about a little bear named PEEF. Brett Waldman & his wife,
Sheila continue to carry on Ned's Waldman House Press legacy as an imprint
of Tristan Publishing. Ned's love, passion and generosity were recognized by



everyone who had the honor of knowing him. A heartfelt thanks is extended
from Ned's family to the caregivers at Thomas Landing in Rice Lake where
Ned spent the last years of his life. The funeral will be held on FRIDAY,
DECEMBER 16TH AT 1:30 P.M. AT ADATH JESHURUN CONGREGATION
MINNETONKA (10500 Hillside Lane West, Minnetonka, 55305). In lieu of
flowers, memorials to the Ronald McDonald House, the National Association
of Crohn's Disease or the charity of choice are requested. Shiva will be held at
the home of Brett & Sheila Waldman, 2731 Kipling Ave. South, St. Louis Park,
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Saturday, December 17th and Sunday, December 18th.
Arrangements by Adath Jeshurun Chevra Chavod Hamet & Washburn
McReavy Edina Chapel 952-920-3996.



Tribute Wall



AB The Boyle family is Ned and Dari's cabin neighbor. I just learned of
Ned's passing. For the 5 years of Ned's life that we knew him, some
of which were not his best, he filled us with memories and small life
lessons. He was always welcoming, gracious, and positive. His
sense of humor self effacing and genuine, invited in adults, kids and
dogs alike. He loved nature and the outdoors and passed on some
nature lessons to my kids, like writing on tree fungus, and fishing.
He was an inspiration to always keep going...no matter what. To all
of you who had Ned in your lives, I am sure he leaves behind many
smiles and life warming thoughts. May they be of comfort to you for
the years to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Amy Boyle, 
 
 
 
 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
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Amy Boyle - February 26, 2012 at 12:00 AM

 
Contact Me

Karen Lucas - February 26, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Steve and Karen Lucas are Ned's neighbors on Hemlock Lake in
Wisconsin. Ned had infectious enthusiasm and loved the simple and
genuine things in life. He had an open heart and we always left our
encounters with him feeling like we had been given an affectionate
hug. We'll miss the grace and warmth he brought to Walman Way. I
regret we found out so belatedly of his passing but my condolences
to his family on the loss of a kind and giving man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Karen Lucas, 
 
 
 
 
Apple Valley, Minnesota
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RS

Roseann and Brian Snelling - January 29, 2012 at 12:00 AM

Brett and Sheila, Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family. Words can not express my heartfelt and deepest
condolences. May God hold you in the palm of His hand, bringing
you comfort,peace and healing. God bless you, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Roseann and Brian Snelling, 
 
 
 
 
Cannon Falls, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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January 13, 2012 at 12:00 AM

To ALL of Ned`s family, My deepest sympathy for your loss. Ned as
you all know was a giving soul and wonderful artist. I have just
learned today of Ned`s passing. I hope to find you all in the healing
process and to let you know I will miss him and of course I will miss
you all as well. All my love, Mary Lou from The Cobblestone Bed
and Breakfast. 
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The Waldman's - December 20, 2011 at 12:00 AM

We are deeply sorry for your loss. Sending love from NY.Mitchell
and Diana Waldman. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
The Waldman's, 
 
 
 
 
New York
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Chuck Erickson - December 17, 2011 at 12:00 AM

I met Ned and Norton in 1966 at a booksellers convention in
Washington DC. As a young book rep, I called on the Bookmen,
then known as Leisure Time Poducts, in 1968. I moved to the Cities
in 1969 and thus began a frienship of 40+ years. I treasured both
Ned and Norton for the courtesy and professionalism with which we
conducted our business and for the respect they accorded me. The
last time I saw Ned was at a booksellers trade show in St. Paul. As I
look back now, we made a full circle. To Ned's wife, Jerry, Norton,
Bev, Brett and Sheila you have sincere sympathy, friendship and
love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chuck Erickson, 
 
 
 
 
Burnsville, Minnesota
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KS

Kevin Shaw - December 16, 2011 at 12:00 AM

Brett & SheliaOur thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult
time. Brett, while we never knew your dad, he sure helped to shape
one Terrific son! LLL has made its "Book of the Week!" A Cup of
Christmas Tea in honor of your dad.(check it out on facebook)Kevin
& Kary Shaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kevin Shaw, 
 
 
 
 
Edina, Minnesota
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Kevin Shaw, 
 
 
 
 
Edina, Minnesota

December 16, 2011 at 12:00 AM

although i only had the opportunity to know him the last three weeks
of his life i could tell he was a very special man i am lucky to have
known him . god may have one of his best angel yet! to brett and
family thanks for the time i was able to spend with him you had a
great dad! jeff spooner





December 16, 2011 at 12:00 AM

ALTHOUGH I ONLY KNEW NED THE THE LAST 3 WEEKS OF
HIS LIFE I COULD TRUELLY SEE HE WAS A GREAT MAN AND
YOU ARE A BETTER PERSON FOR KNOWING HIM HE TOUCH
MYSELF AND OTHERS THAT KNEW HIM BETTER AND LONGER
BUT I WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER NED!GOD HAS ONE OF HIS
GREATEST ANGELS WITH HIM NOW, AND TO BRETT AND
FAMILY THANK YOU FOR THE TIME I SPENT GETTING TO
KNOW YOU AND YOUR FATHER HE IS A GREAT MAN AND I AM
SURE WAS A BETTER FATHER! GOD BLESS YOU ALL JEFF
SPOONER,WI



CL

Charles Lockhart - December 16, 2011 at 12:00 AM

I remember meeting Ned back in 1981 when I had managed to get
a modest & simple recipe book called "Fancy Sips & Party Dips"
published. He took an interest in me & my book,and shared
valuable advice that I have never forgotten. I have since come to
know & cherish his brother Norton. I wish to extend my deepest
sympathy to Ned's entire family and especially to Norton & Bev,
Ned's brother, sister & business partner.Sincerely,Charles & Nancy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Charles Lockhart, 
 
 
 
 
Burnsville, Minnesota
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Harry Swirnoff - December 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

I am very sad to learn of Ned's passing. I haven't seen him in
several years. We go back to the 1940's and 50's and always knew
him to be so warm and affable. My deepest sympathy is extended to
his family and friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Harry Swirnoff, 
 
 
 
 
Phoenix, Arizona



LE One of the special experiences of my 21 years as chaplain at
Emanuel Medical Center in Turlock was New Waldman's generous
gift and deep concern for our cancer support group. When I called
to ask for permission to duplicate The Cup of Christmas Tea on a
plain paper so that each one could read the wonderful story Mr.
Waldman offered to give an autographed copy to each one provided
I personally deliver them in time for Christmas. He had just returned
from his brother's funeralo and he saw the value of such a group.
An Italian lady patient had read the Guidepost article and was very
impressed. That was 19 years ago and recently a mother showed
me their book in a prominent place in their home and related how
much the gift meant to her daughter and the entire family. One
member had said she would no longer be a part of the group
because she considered herself now a victim and not a survivor.
When she read Mr. Waldman's gift she returned to the group. I also
appreciated a warm visit with Mr. Waldman and Brett when I
stopped in Minneapolis to meet him and give an update on the
group he had provided with so much encouragement and
inspiration. Even though I came at inventory time he insisted we
take the time for coffee and a gracious visit. At 89 this still stands
out as a wonderful memory of a good man. My sympathy and Best
Wishes to you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
luther Englund, 
 
 
 



luther Englund - December 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

 
Turlock, California 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



PB I met Ned in 1986 when I was seeking a publisher. I had further
contacts with him in the ensuing years in the Minnesota
independent publishing world and through the Bookmen. He was a
sweet and lovely man. It has been a joy and a privilege to know him,
his brother/cousin Norton, and his fine son Brett and daughter-
in=law Sheila. Ned was a man who left the world a much better
place for his having been here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pat Bell, 
 
 
 
 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Pat Bell - December 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM



JK As a former employee I was shocked and saddened when I was
informed of Ned's passing by Leslie (Steinke) Swanson, also a
former employee. I was the very first employee that Ned and Norton
hired at what was then called Leisure Time Products. My
condolences to all of Ned's family. Ned was what I would call a
"whirlwind"! Always on the move but he never missed a chance to
give a compliment about my work or my phone manner. He always
made me feel like I was a very important part of the company. I will
never forget those wonderful memories of Ned and Norton and the
years I worked for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Joyce (Schwebach) Kramer, 
 
 
 
 
Roseville, Minnesota 
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Joyce (Schwebach) Kramer - December 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

Contact Me

December 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

I wsas sad to hear of Ned's passing. I have fond memories of Ned,
Norton, and Beverly. We all grew up together in the old Adath
neighborhood. I lost track of him in adult life, but he obviously had a
wonderful career. My sympathy to the family. Sincerely, David
Berman M.D.



SG

Steve Groves - December 15, 2011 at 12:00 AM

May God bless you and your family in this time of sorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve Groves, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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I am very sad to learn of Ned's passing. I haven't seen him in
several years. We go back to the 1940's and 50's and always knew
him to be so warm and affable. My deepest sympathy is extended to
his family and friends. 
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Thanks, Ned. Your work will last.



TH I got to know Ned when I was a very young writer and we worked
together on a project. In addition to being a bookseller and
publisher, Ned was also a candlemaking hobbyist. He always had a
few candles in his office that he had made personally along with a
sign identifying him as the candlemaker. Just this past Sunday I
thought of Ned as I visited Yankee Candle Village in Massachusetts,
where people can make their own candles.Ned's office was also
fairly adorned with house plants. They did well considering the office
faced north. Once I was with Ned in the late afternoon, after the
clerical staff had left. A call came in for Ned's brother. "NORTON!!!,"
Ned bellowed from his first floor office in hopes that Norton in his
office on the second floor would hear. "Why do people always have
to call after 5?" he asked wistfully. I replied, "I give up. Why do
people always have to call after 5?" Ned must have thought I was
nuts. "It wasn't a riddle," he said.Peace to his survivors and to his
memory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tony Hill, 
 
 
 
 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
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