
Mary Ann Kilian
August 7, 1929 - September 26, 2023

Kilian, Mary Ann, Age 94, of Hopkins, formerly of Edina, was welcomed to
eternal life on September 26, 2023. She lived a beautiful life, full of love and
joy. Through all of her long-term physical challenges and her late-in-life
cognitive decline, Mary always maintained a positive attitude and warm smile.
She frequently let people know that she "wasn't Irish for nothing"! 

 Mary is preceded in death by her parents, her three brothers and son, Dan.
She is survived by her loving and devoted husband of 71 years, Alcuin;
children Jim, John (Lynda), Janet (Brad) Ost and daughter-in- law Michelle;
grandchildren Heidi (James) Brown, Heather (Michael) Lambert, Cody (John)
Chadbourn, Taylor (CJ) Smith, Kelsey (Chris) Randall, Andrew Ost, Austin
Ost, Elizabeth Kilian and Haley Kilian; great-grandchildren Presley Brown,
Cayden Lambert, Lucas Lambert and Grayson Smith; and many relatives and
friends. 

 Mass of Christian Burial October 12, 2023; 10:30 am at Our Lady of Grace
Catholic Church, 5071 Eden Ave, Edina, MN. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorials preferred to Sharing and Caring Hands or
American Heart Association. 

 

My Father's house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you
that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may
be where I am. 



-John 14:2-3 
 

Mary Ann Kilian's Life Story 
 

Mary was born in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin to Frank and Mildred (Kenney)
Farrell. Her three brothers Bob (Cindy), Ed (Joyce) and Jack were
respectively 15, 10 and 8 years older than Mary. She was very close with her
parents having spent many years as the only child in the house. She attended
school at McKinley School, St. Patrick's School and Roosevelt. She graduated
from Fond du Lac High School in 1947 where she learned the cheer song,
"Dear Fondy High, We Sing to Thee..."; she sang this song many, many times
through the years. 
Al met Mary's brother Jack while in the Airforce. Al saw a picture of Mary in
Jack's wallet which inspired him to start writing letters to her on February 22,
1950. They dated largely via mail for two years while Mary worked at First
Federal Savings & Loan in Fond du Lac. After being discharged from the
Airforce in October 1951, Al took a job in Chicago with the airlines. On most of
Al's days off, he would drive four hours to Fond du Lac to see Mary. Mary
would recount how when Al wrote to say what time he would arrive that he
was always prompt! After just one winter of driving back and forth, Al had
decided that was enough! He proposed to Mary on February 10, 1952, and
they were married at St. Patrick's Church in Fond du Lac on September 6,
1952. Mary took her first airplane ride for their honeymoon to New York City
and Niagara Falls. 

 After living a short time in Chicago and Detroit, Mary and Al moved to
Minnesota in 1956. In 1957, they settled in Edina and became members of
Our Lady of Grace Church. Mary was a full-time homemaker raising Jim,
John, Janet and Dan while Al worked various shifts during his airline career.
She frequently recalled, "I didn't wait for your father to come home to
discipline you kids; I handled things right then and there"! 



Over the years, Mary enjoyed playing piano, knitting, polka dancing, playing
cards and traveling. When Dan entered first grade, she began working part-
time at First Southdale National Bank (now part of U.S. Bank) as a teller and
then as a safe deposit clerk. In later years, she volunteered at Fairview
Southdale Hospital doing office work for over 15 years. 
On January 9, 1985, at age 55, Mary suffered a stroke which left her
paralyzed on her left side. With a motto of "never ever, ever give up" and a lot
of fortitude, Mary learned how to walk with the assistance of a cane and a leg
brace. Mary and Al continued to travel and cruise extensively after her stroke
and well into their retirement. They wintered in Arizona for 25 years in addition
to taking four cruises and traveling all over the United States and to many
countries in Europe, as well as Tokyo and Hong Kong. 

 In March 2018, Mary and Al moved to The Glenn - Hopkins where they were
able to attend daily mass. Then on May 1, 2019, Mary had a second stroke
which left her wheelchair bound. Three weeks to the day later, Dan passed
away from a heart attack. Mary returned to The Glenn after 3 months of
transitional care where Al and Janet were her devoted caregivers until her last
breath.



Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 12. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
5071 Eden Avenue
Edina, MN 55436

Mass of Christian Burial

OCT 12. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church
5071 Eden Avenue
Edina, MN 55436

Burial

OCT 12. 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Fort Snelling National Cemetery
7601 34th Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55450



Tribute Wall



October 09, 2023 at 12:44 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Mary Ann Kilian.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


JK My memories of Mary Ann go back to the early fifties when Al
brought her to our farm near Melrose, MN to meet his parents and
family. The smells of the farm were foreign to her and I bet she
never drank the milk that ended up on our dining table via the
bucket I used while doing chores. She did get close enough to me
while I was milking one day to allow me to squirt a little at her. 

  
I also remember kneeling next to your brother Ed during your
wedding and fainting. Ed put his arm around me as I was going
down and broke my fall. 

 Getting up at 3 a.m. the day before and driving most of the way to
Fondy took its toll on me. 

  
I remember our Mediterranean cruise after 911 when we enjoyed
our dinning partner Steve Allen from England who left his wife at
home. When he told us their wedding anniversary was the next day,
you and Diane told him he better give her a call. The next day you
asked him if he called. His response was, "Yes I did but I got lucky.
She wasn't home." We sure were lucky to get him as a dining
partner. I am glad we did not exercise the option of waiting a year. 

  
Looking back upon the two winters when we rented together in Sun
City, I learned how lucky you were to have my brother watch your
diet so you would not eat the wrong things. I am glad he would allow
you to have just a small piece of the real bacon that Diane and I had
as we never cared for that turkey bacon. 
 
We had many good times while we wintered in Sun City and ended
up with many mutual good friends. I suspect you are busy visiting all
your friends from Fondy High and we are happy to know you have
prepared a room for us to join you in the near future. 

  
Love, 

  
John and Diane



JOHN KILIAN - October 07, 2023 at 02:32 PM


