
Mark Patrick McGree
August 15, 1946 - June 30, 2024

On June 30, 2024, Mark P. McGree, age 77, took his last breath and
peacefully passed away after being a 20-year warrior of Waldenstrom's
Macroglobulinemia, while surrounded by his loving family at Mayo Clinic
Hospital, Methodist Campus. 

 

Preceded in death by loving parents John V and Mary Ann McGree and in-
laws Arthur and LaVerne Holstein. Mark is survived by his wife of 54 years,
Kathy McGree; son David (Lindsey) Penn-McGree and daughter Carrie
(Andy) Drzewiecki; five grandchildren; siblings Jane (Steve) Kilgriff, Tim (Pat
Curtner) McGree, Nell (Patrick) Garvin, and Lisa (Russ) Welch; and many
nieces, nephews and friends. 

 

Mark was born on August 15th, 1946, in Hastings, Minnesota. He was the
second oldest of five siblings and took his role as an older brother seriously. In
his youth he participated in many activities including football, track and debate
and was a proud Hastings Raider. 

 

Mark achieved significant academic, career and Navy milestones throughout
his life. He graduated from Hastings High School and pursued higher
education at the University of Minnesota, earning a BS in Mathematics
Education and later a Master in Business Administration from the same
university. Shortly after graduating from U of M, he joined the US Navy and



continued to serve in the US Naval Reserves for nearly 30 years until he
retired as a Captain. Mark and Kathy spent their early married years out east
teaching, while he served in the US Navy. Mark and Kathy returned to
Minnesota to be close to family, start their own family and grow their careers.
Mark built a lifelong career for Xcel Energy (prev. NSP) where he obtained
many national accolades in Solar and Wind Energy Planning. 

 

Mark was a loving and supportive husband and father. He encouraged and
was proud of his children in every activity they participated in from athletics to
music to academics and even joined in the fun by coaching and volunteering
with their youth sports teams and refereeing hockey with his son. He
cherished spending time with his grandchildren by babysitting, playing games,
cheering them on the athletic field and building and tinkering with them in the
garage. 

 

Many would call Mark a true Golden Gopher Super Fan as he was a lifelong
season ticket holder and loved attending hockey and football events with his
wife and friends. Throughout his life, Mark had a true love of learning that
continually brought him back to the U of M to take extra college math and
science classes "for fun" even into his 70s. Mark's spirit will be deeply missed
by all, but he was a true warrior and role model for everyone around him. 

 

Funeral service will be held on Tuesday, July 9th at St Joan of Arc Catholic
Church, 4537 3rd Ave S, Minneapolis, MN. Mass at 11 AM, visitation one hour
prior. A private burial service will follow. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that donations be made to the
International Waldenstrom's Macroglobulinemia Foundation in Mark's name.



Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 9. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Joan of Arc Roman Catholic
4537 3rd Ave South
Minnepolis, MN 55409

Mass of Christian Burial

JUL 9. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

St. Joan of Arc Roman Catholic
4537 3rd Ave South
Minnepolis, MN 55409
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Larry & Sharyn Salmen - August 18, 2024 at 02:27 PM

Thanks for sharing. Mark was a great warrior
these last years. We remember many fun
gatherings while Kathy & Mark lived in
Denver, CO while working for ExCel. Mark
was Larry's Big Brother at Sigma Nu while
attending the U of MN 1965-1971. Larry had an uncle in Hastings,
MN & lived in Bayport, MN on the St. Croix River close to the NSP
plant. They had a lifelong fraternity relationship & love for the U of
MN- Carlson School of Business. Mark lived a full life with many
friendships. Mark will always be remembered and missed.

Mac McLaughlin - August 17, 2024 at 08:55 PM

I remember all the good times the McGrees, McLaughlins,and the
Wagner’s had in the Navy while at Little Creek. Especially the trip to
Baverly’s and my home town and the ski trip to the Homestead.
From down here in Virginia y’all stay strong. God Bless you all

Mike Sieben - July 08, 2024 at 03:43 PM

Integrity is the word which comes to mind in reflecting what kind of a
man Mark was. He was a great friend and was loyal to his family
and friends.. Mark was a champion Debater, all conference football
player, and member of Hastings first high school hockey team. He
was a huge Gopher fan. He was a very successful executive with
NSP/Xcel Energy. He was a proud Veteran and served his country
as a Naval Officer. He will be greatly missed!
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Jill and Dean Herbst - July 08, 2024 at 02:26 PM

Jill and Dean Herbst purchased the Emerald Gar
den Basket for the family of Mark Patrick
McGree.
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