Mark Evans

April 9, 2006

Evans, Mark Allen age 50, died suddenly on April 4, 2006. Mark is survived by
his beautiful wife, Marcia; their sons, Brad, John and James; his mother and
father, Lois and Marv Evans; sister, Cynthia; nieces and nephews, Alexis,
Adrian, Nick and Lindsey. He was born Jan. 9, 1956 in Cedar Rapids, IA. Mark
graduated from lllinois State University in 1978. He and Marcia moved to
Mpls. from Chicago in 1987. Through his faith and commitment to his wife and
children, Mark was able to touch many lives. He loved coaching his sons and
their friends, and it gave him an opportunity to share his love of sports and life.
Mark loved to play basketball and tennis and enjoyed many outdoor activities
including fly fishing and jogging with his dog Reagan. Not only was Mark a
gentle soul, he was such an outstanding role model for those who came in
contact with him. People simply gravitated to him and his dry wit, pleasant
humor and positive outlook on life. Marcia and their sons were so very
important to him. He was able to show them and the community that they
were a priority in his life. Mass of Christian Burial Monday, April 10, 5:00 PM at
Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church, 5071 Eden Ave., Edina. Visitation
beginning at 2:00 PM. Private interment. In lieu of flowers, memorials
preferred to the Evans Education Fund at any TCF Bank location. Washburn-
McReavy Edina Chapel 952-920-3996



Tribute Wall

Dear Marcia, Brad, John, and James,

We are very sorry to hear of Mark's passing. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you and your family. Your father and husband will
be missed by the many whose lives he touched.

Irene, Jim, Jimmy, Jessica, and Billy Snyder,

Glencoe, lllinois

Irene, Jim, Jimmy, Jessica, and Billy Snyder - April 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Homily for those who follow in the footsteps of Mark Evans

From the book of Wisdom, we heard:

The just man, though he die early, shall be at rest. For the age that
is honorable comes not with the passing of time, nor can it be
measured in terms of years. He who pleased God was loved ... he
who lived among sinners was transported — snatched away.

Having become perfect in a short while, he reached the fullness of a
long career; for his soul was pleasing to the Lord, therefore he sped
him out of our midst.

From Paul’s letter to the Romans:

No one lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live,
we live for the Lord. And if we die, we die for the Lord. So then
whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.

From Matthew’s gospel:

Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For | was hungry
and you gave me food. | was thirsty, and you gave me drink. A
stranger, and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and
you cared for me, in prison and you visited me.

The Life we celebrate in today’s scripture readings — and in the life
of our friend, husband, child, father, brother, brother-in-law, fellow
parishioner: Mark Evans — is really quite illuminating about
something we usually think of as being somewhere over there.
Beyond death’s door in the here-after. Something achieved solely
after a virtuous life here-and-now.

That is, Heaven ... the Kingdom of God!

For centuries, Christians have used icons like this to help them



meditate on this most important reality, on heavenly reality. Icons
are, in a very real sense, windows into heaven. And in gazing upon,
in meditating on, for example, the Madonna and Child in this icon a
Christian sees beyond the ephemeral, beyond the ever-changing,
beyond surface-level reality all around us ... helping us see the
really Real that surrounds all everyday life.

Gazing upon the unconditional love between the Mother of God and
the Son of God, we have a glimpse of ... a peek into ... the divine
love that God has for us. And through us.

Oh, if we only knew it! If we only accepted it! If we only lived it! If we
only shared it!

Periodically, someone comes into our lives who does know it ... who
does accept it ... who does live it ... who does share it. And in so
doing, they serve as a flesh-and-blood icon of God’s loving care for
each and every one of us.

Today, we thank God for one such flesh-and-blood icon of God’s
love: our friend and genuine witness to the loving Way of Christ,
Mark.

Two thousand years ago, Christ broke into history and brought the
way of heaven with him. Ever since, we’ve been living in the world,
but living sometimes of the world and sometimes of heaven.

Living icons like Mark help us see the really Real all around us. A
reality here and now, and also in the here-after.

More importantly, flesh-and-blood icons like Mark help us to
experience this heavenly reality ... they help inspire us to live in
heaven and live out heaven right here, right now ... in anticipation of
living in heaven for all eternity in the here-after.



| guess when someone as young and good as Mark dies, it is only
understandable to wonder,

Why?

Why so young?

Why should God take such a good man?

Why should a young and good man go so prematurely to heaven?

I really can’t answer the question as to God'’s timing. Perhaps we
should be looking at the question from a different angle, though:

Given Mark’s obvious and beautiful discipleship, his witness to the
Kingdom, we could ask “Why were we blessed for so many
incredible years as we have been?” “How did we rate so highly as to
deserve 50 years of that flesh-and-blood icon of love, Mark?”

The answer is revealed in the flesh-and-blood icon here: Mark. We
got Mark in our lives because we are so incredibly loved by God.
And because God wanted us — and still wants us — to be inspired by
Mark to see and live out the heaven that is all around us ...

eventually infecting the rest of the world with heav

Fr. Paul Jarvis - April 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Bob Reedquist,

West St. Paul, Minnesota

Bob Reedquist - April 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Dear Marcia, Brad, John and James, Words cannot express our
sorrow at the death of your precious husband and dad. You know
how fond we were of Mark and will miss him dearly. Please know
that you are in our thoughts and prayers during this time and also
know that, although Mark is in his heavenly home, the Lord will not
let you carry this cross alone.

Bob and Carol & family Kirr,

Naperville, lllinois

Bob and Carol & family Kirr - April 10, 2006 at 12:00 AM



To the family of Mark - My name is Elliot Libman. My family and |
had a company here in the Twin Cities for many years called
Universal International. Mark was always the person we dealt with
for our insurance needs. He was a very dear friend of mine, often
lunching together. He had the warmest, kindest heart of anyone |
have ever come in contact with. This is a huge loss for this world,
and, my deepest sympathies to your family. It was simply an honor
for me to be one of Mark's friends and | will miss him forever. Elliot
Libman

Elliot Libman,

Eagan, Minnesota



Contact Me

Elliot Libman - April 10, 2006 at 12:00 AM



[E-MAIL ADDRESS CORRECTION]

MARCIA & FAMILY: BARB LUNDERVOLD'S "SAD, SAD NEWS"
CONTINUES TO EVOKE STRONG EMOTIONS. AS THE
"GRANDPA" OF THREE LITTLE BOYS, INVOLVED IN SPORTS,!
CAN ONY IMAGINE WHAT THE LOSS WOULD MEAN TO LOSE A
LOVING ACTIVE FATHER OR MOTHER OR ONE OF THEIR
FAVORITE COACHES.

BARB LUNDERVOLD AND | WERE THE ONLY MN CHORALE
MEMBERS AT THE MEMORIAL WHEN CINY COWAN PASSED -
THE NEWS HAD COME TOO LATE!

THE SADNESS WILL BE PROFOUND, BUT AS SOME OF YOUR
FRIENDS HAVE ALREADY SUGGESTED, MARK WILL NEVER
BE FAR AWAY. AND, AS FATHER O'CONNELL REPLIED, WHEN
HE SHARED THE SAD NEWS OF THE ILLNESS OF OUR CLOSE
MUTUAL FRIEND, CINY COWAN, AT THE BASCILICA - AND |
SAID "I WOULD HAVE TO LIGHT MANY CANDLES," "BILL, WE
SHALL BOTH [ALL] HAVE TO LIGHT MANY CANDLES," TO
HONOR HER LIFE AND BLESS HER CHILDREN AND THEIRS."
THE CANDLE LIGHTING FOR MARK, YOU AND YOURS, YOU
FAMILY AND LOVED ONES - HAS BEGUN INDEED.

TAKE CARE - AND KEEP SINGING. SINGING. THE WARMTH
AND CARING FELLOWSHIP WITH OUR MANY SINGING
FRIENDS, HAS BEEN A GREAT HEALING BALM FOR ME - AND
WILL BE FOR YOU. LET ME PREESUME TO GIVE YOU A BIG
HUG FROM THE DISTANCE.

BILL MORTENSEN AND EXTENDED FAMILY

P.S. | AM NOT VERY LITERATE AND THIS A FEEBLE ATTEMPT
TO CORRECT MY E-MAIL ADDRESS.



WILLIAM "BILL" MORTENSEN,

ST. LOUIS PARK, Minnesota

Contact Me

WILLIAM "BILL" MORTENSEN - April 10, 2006 at 12:00 AM
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WILLIAM "BILL" MORTENSEN,

ST. LOUIS PARK, Minnesota

Contact Me

WILLIAM "BILL" MORTENSEN - April 10, 2006 at 12:00 AM

You are in our thoughts and prayers during these difficult times.

Tom Wolfe

April 10, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Adrian, sorry to hear about your uncle. My prayers are with you and
your family.

Naela Bagha,

Edina, Minnesota

Contact Me

Naela Bagha - April 10, 2006 at 12:00 AM



My thoughts and prayers are with you in your time of grief. May your
memories bring you comfort.

Jeremy W,

Minnesota

Contact Me

Jeremy W - April 10, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, John & James:

We are so very sorry for your loss. We couldn't believe when we
heard the news. While we have not been with you for many years
your family has always remained in our thoughts and close to our
hearts. We remember Mark very fondly, especially his involvement
with the boys and their sports. Please know that our thoughts and
prayers are with you at this very difficult time.

The Clifton Family,

Scottsdale, Arizona

Contact Me



The Clifton Family - April 09, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Mrs.Evans, Brad, John and James-

I'm so sorry for your loss, I'm very blessed to have met your dad
because he was such a nice person.It was really great seeing you
again James and if there is anything you need I'm here!

God Bless your family during this tough time.

Molly Carter,

Edina, Minnesota

Molly Carter - April 09, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, James and John,

We have been blessed by Mark's wonderful presence and our
hearts truly ache for you.

Love Always,

Ann, Mike, Tommy, Lucia and Timmy Carr,

Hopkins, Minnesota

Ann, Mike, Tommy, Lucia and Timmy Carr - April 09, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, James and John,

| truly enjoyed Mark for his humble, but determined approach to
singing. If a passage did not go right, he planned to practice it at
home with you, Marcia. Singing, | understood, was his means for
staying connected with you and Brad (perhaps James and John,
too). It gave me a glimpse of his commitment to each of you, and
your interests.

We had other all-too-short conversations on Wednesday mornings
or before a concert, nervously keeping our minds distracted. | wish |
could remember them more clearly, but | was struck by what a fine
person and father he was.

I am thankful for those moments and his singing; wish there would
have been more time... But, | believe God has already understood
the entirety of Mark’s soul, and allowed his life to pass from us. |
hope your memories of your life together are strong, and that these
help to guide your lives and ease the pain of your loss.

Jon DeMars Victorsen,

Edina, Minnesota



Jon DeMars Victorsen - April 08, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Dear Marcia, John, James and Brad,

We are so sorry for the loss of Mark. He was truly one of the nicest
people we have ever met. Anthony, Kelly and | are sad that we only
knew him for a short time and that he was taken from you much too
soon. He always made a point of greeting us with a smile and a
handshake, especially when we were new to the soccer team. We
pray for you all to find some peace in your memories and for God to
comfort you.

In thoughts and prayers,

Carla, Kelly and Anthony Zenk

Carla Zenk,

Bloomington, Minnesota



Contact Me

Carla Zenk - April 08, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Dear Evans Family,
We are very sorry to hear about the loss of Mark. Our thoughts and
prayers are with your family.

Rob,Jenny,Amanda&Michael Stewart,

Edina, Minnesota

Rob,Jenny,Amanda&Michael Stewart - April 08, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Dear Brad, John, and James,

You know what a wonderful father blessed your lives and how much
he will be missed by so many people.

What you will continue to discover is the beautiful gift he has given
you - that can never be taken from you - of his example of a truly
Christian husband and father and how this will bring joy into your
lives for years to come as you yourselves become husbands and
fathers.

You will all three be the gentlemen that your father was, living the
gifts he has given you for a lifetime. God bless you. You three are
strong, wonderful young men. You can always count on us for

anything you need.

Love,
The Mealeys

Pat and Sarah Mealey,

Bloomington, Minnesota



Pat and Sarah Mealey - April 08, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Evans, Brad, John and James
You are in my thoughts and prayers.

Abby Wulf,

Edina

Abby Wulf - April 08, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Our Deepest Sympathy goes out to the family and friends of Mark
Evans. | had the pleasure of getting to know Mark through my
employment at Super Radiator Coils in Chaska, MN. He was a kind
and giving man. He will be truly missed.

LuAnn Stender,

Delano, Minnesota

LuAnn Stender - April 08, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Our thoughts are with you all during this tragic time. May you find
some peace and comfort in knowing that there are so many thinking

of you.
The Mottla Family

Lisa Mottla,

Edina, Minnesota

Lisa Mottla - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, James and John

Words cannot express my shock and grief at Mark's sudden
passing. He has always been so healthy, so positive, so alive. |
know your loss is beyond description. Those of us who knew him for

most of his and our lives now have an empty place in our lives. He
lives on in all of our memories.

Pat Daly,

Leesburg, Virginia

Contact Me



Pat Daly - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Hello,to the Evans family,| just wanted to let you guy's know that the
Evans family are in my prayers,please let me know if you guy's
need anything.

Deon Richardson James 8th grade coach

Deon Richardson,

Eden Praire, Minnesota

Contact Me

Deon Richardson - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, James & John,

| am so very sorry to hear about your loss. | have many fond
memories of going out for pizza with Mark when he would come
down to visit my dad and Harlan. | even got to play tennis indoor
with your Dad a couple of years ago, as my Dad made sure | got to
hit with his great friend. | also remember when we came up to visit
your family a few summers back. He was a very special person to
my Dad and a great friend of the family. He impacted us in ways
that you can't comprehend. We now have two Wheatens, that have
impacted the lives of those I love and myself. And this was just from
one dinner at your house and my mom getting to meet Reagan. My
thoughts are with your family.

Laura Nemeth,

Gurnee, lllinois

Laura Nemeth - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia,Brad,James,John,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Steve, Tami, Mitchell, and Spencer Kaminsen

Steve Kaminsen,

Edina, Minnesota

Steve Kaminsen - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Evans family
My deepest sympathy to the entire Evans family. It is obvious that

Mark had not changed since | knew him back in high school - | am
saddened to hear of his death, and sorry for your loss.

Tom Richardson,

Palatine, lllinois

Tom Richardson - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia and boys,

| want to express my deepest sympathy and prayers at your great
loss. Know that | will hold your husband and the family in prayer
before God. blessings and love.

sister Kathleen Quinn--Don,Gale and Alexis's Aunt.

Kathleen Quinn,

Gary, Indiana

Contact Me

Kathleen Quinn - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, James, John and Brad, Our hearts are saddened by the
news of Mark's passing. His impact on my Pat's life at OLG Soccer
will last forever. His kind and gentle approach to youth athletics was
refreshing. You are in our prayers daily.

Bob, Sue, Pat, and Ann Cron,

Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Bob, Sue, Pat, and Ann Cron - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia and boys, you are in our thoughts and our prayers at this
very difficult time.May God bless you and give you peace. Patty and
Steve Erickson

PATRICIA ERICKSON,

Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota

PATRICIA ERICKSON - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, James & John,

I know you are suffering and | hope you can find some measure of
comfort in your faith. Lisa just heard the news from mutual friends. |
can't believe that Mark is no longer here with his family. You are a
great and strong family with the inner strength and support to move
through these tough times. If there is anything that Lisa or | can do
for you now or in the future please do not hesitate to call. All our
love and God's blessings. John, Lisa & Maren James

John James,

Medina, Minnesota



Contact Me

John James - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Marcia,

| was so sorry to hear. My thoughts and prayers are with you in your
loss and hurt.

Minnesota Chorale Tenor

Spike Maiden Miiller,

Luck, Wisconsin

Spike Maiden Miiller - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia,Brad,John, and James please feel our arms "wrapping”
around you and all of your family with our thoughts and prayers. As
Christians we all will celebrate our "Easter"-resurection with Mark
and Christ-when we will be together again not for this short time we
have had together on earth --but for Eternity ! "Until we meet again-
May God continue to hold you in the Palm of His Hand."

Ed ,Lisa,Alix,Michael andMatthew Noonan,

Edina, Minnesota

Contact Me

Ed ,Lisa,Alix,Michael,andMatthew Noonan - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia and young men, We are shocked and saddened to hear of
your loss. Our thoughts are with you.

May you have strength through this difficult time.

Honor his life with goodness.

The Rosner Family,

Edina, Minnesota

The Rosner Family - April 07, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia,

| am so sorry to hear about your sudden loss--my thoughts are with
you in these trying times.

Jeffrey Hess,

Richfield, Minnesota

Jeffrey Hess - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Evans Family,

Mr. Evans has shined light onto my life and my overall character as
a human. Whether it was offering John and | chips during a football
game, or just greeting me at the door at your comforting home, his
warm heart and gentile personalty reflected on my mood days after |
engaged in a conversation with him. His hospitality made you feel
as for that moment, you were part of the family. | am so sorry that
this tragic event has taken place, we are all aware that Mr. Evans
will be watching from a better place. And we must not morn, but
celebrate the time we had with him. May God bless you all in this
time of sorrow

David Reese,

Edina, Minnesota



Contact Me

David Reese - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, James & John,

It is without question that my life was enriched by knowing Mark.
What began as a weekly basketball game several years ago grew
into a friendship and deep respect. In addition to the friendly
competition on the court, | came to know what a wonderful man he
was through conversation on the sidelines and away from the gym.
Mark was a sincere, genuine and kind person. His friendly and
welcoming demeanor naturally drew people to him. And my
observations of and interactions with Brad and James as fine young
men only emphasize what a loving father he was to your family. My
thoughts and prayers are with you. | will miss Mark and fondly
remember his optimism and complimentary nature.

Tracy Nevells,

St. Louis Park, Minnesota

Tracy Nevells - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia:

Our prayers go out to you and your family. Wonderful husband,
loving father and a great neighbor. He will be missed by many.

God Bless. The Hinkley family

Robert Hinkley,

Edina, Minnesota

Robert Hinkley - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, John and James, We are so sorry for this
unbelievable loss. There are no words | can muster to appease the
pain you must feel and we feel for you. All of you are in our thoughts
and prayers. And we are here for anything you need. All our love
and prayers, Dave, Betsy, Maggie and Brian McCarthy

Betsy McCarthy,

Edina, Minnesota

Betsy McCarthy - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia and family,

Just letting you know how sad we are to hear about Mark's death.
Being new to the soccer team it was Mark who greeted us every
practice and every game. He went out of his way to make us all feel
welcome. Andy keeps telling us how Mark was such a nice guy and
always had such encouraging words to say to everyone on the
team. You are all in our hearts and prayers.

Kevin, Martha, Andy and Matt Navis

Martha A. Navis,

Bloomington, Minnesota

Contact Me



Martha A. Navis - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Dear Marcia !

Our thoughts are with you at this difficult time. There is a German
proverb that | have always loved.This proverb has brought me
comfort when | have lost a loved one. "Those who live in the lord
never see each other for the last time" May it now bring comfort to
you and your family.

Our deepest sympathy

Marlena and Jack Petroski

Marlena Petroski,

St Louis park, Minnesota

Contact Me



Marlena Petroski - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM

May God give you comfort at this difficult time. We will be praying
for all of you now and throughout the weeks and months ahead.
God bless Mark and the whole Evans family.

Michael, Maureen, Michael Jr., Danny, Clare Miller,

Edina, Minnesota

Michael, Maureen, Michael Jr., Danny, Clare Miller - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia and family-

I am so sad to hear about Mark. | still remember the first time we
met you both - standing in line at one of the Creek Valley spaghetti
dinners-I believe you had just moved into the school district. Mark
was so easy to talk to that it obviously made a lasting impression.

I hope that your many family memories together will help you thru
this tough time. Our senior Jeff and my wife Mary are out of town

but both will be saddened to hear the news.

Our thoughts are with you.

Randy, Mary, John and Jeff Evans,

Edina, Minnesota



Contact Me

Randy, Mary, John and Jeff Evans - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, John and James,

Our hearts go out to you at this time of grief. We will hold you all
very close in our prayers.

Mike, Lisa, Josh and Jacob Pollock,

Bloomington, Minnesota

Contact Me

Mike, Lisa, Josh and Jacob Pollock - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia,

| was so very sorry to read Barb Lundervold's email with news of
your husband's sudden death. What sad, sad news. | hope that in
the days, weeks and months to come, you are comforted by the
many wonderful memories you, your family and friends have of your
dear husband, and that you know how many people are thinking
about you with love.

| remember one time at an opera rehearsal, you were ooking at
some great family portraits that you'd recently had taken. They were
beautiful. My heart just breaks thinking of the grief you and your
children must be feeling right now.

A big hug to you...

Elizabeth Longhurst

Elizabeth Longhurst,

St. Paul, Minnesota



Contact Me

Elizabeth Longhurst - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Marcia

I am very sorry to hear of your husband's death. My thoughts are
with you and your family.

Gary Gardner,

Minneapolis, Minnesota

Gary Gardner - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, we are all thinking about you and praying for you at this very
sad time. We're so sorry for your l0Ss.
Theresa

Theresa Carr,

Edina, Minnesota

Contact Me

Theresa Carr - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Our hearts go out to you, Marcia, and your boys. We will truly miss
sitting with Mark through the Holy Angels years watching the boys
play soccer and basketball. He was always fun to be with and very
proud of James and his boys. Much love to you.

Liz, John and Jack VanderAarde,

Apple Valley, Minnesota

Contact Me

Liz, John and Jack VanderAarde - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



We are so sorry to hear of your loss. Please let us know if there is
anything we can do to help you at this time. We will keep you in our
thoughts and in our prayers.

Scott, Kathy, Stephanie and Bryan Waterman,

Eden Prairie, Minnesota

Contact Me

Scott, Kathy, Stephanie and Bryan Waterman - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



Marcia, Brad, John and James, We are praying that God will give
you peace at this time. Mark is in a better place. We are sending
Our deepest sympathy to you and all the family.

Marv and Alice Moody,

Lincolnshire, lllinois

Marv and Alice Moody - April 06, 2006 at 12:00 AM



