Lucille Marie Mischel

April 3, 1945 - May 26, 2025

Lucille "Luci" Marie Smith Mischel, 80, of Shoreview, MN died peacefully on
5/26/2025 following a 13-year decline from Parkinson's disease and related
dementia.

Luci was born 4/3/1945 to Raymond and Marguerite Smith in Sumter, South
Carolina. She was the eldest of 11 children. During her childhood Luci and her
family moved frequently within Minnesota and later North Dakota.

After graduating from Roseau High School in 1963, Luci studied elementary
education at University of North Dakota-Grand Forks and Mary College in
Bismarck, ND. While in Spanish class at UND-Grand Forks, she met a fellow
named Greg Mischel. The two began a conversation that continued for two
years in written form while Greg completed his Peace Corps service in Cote
d'lvoire, Africa.

Upon his return, Luci and Greg married in 1968, moving to East Lansing, Ml
where she taught elementary school and Greg completed his master's degree
in French at Michigan State. Following Greg's graduation, the pair moved to
Two Harbors, Minnesota where they raised a family of four girls and a couple
of cats, Leroy and Desiree. Luci chose to be an at-home mother to her
daughters for many years, putting her career on hold, and enjoyed her return
to the classroom to teach once her daughters were well into school. She
cherished teaching children to love reading and learning. After retirement, she



and Greg spent several years in Hampstead, North Carolina to escape the
40+ years of Northeastern Minnesota winters (the horror!), returning to
Minnesota in 2019 to be closer to family.

Luci showed her love through gifts of service. She made countless batches of
baked goods for church functions at Holy Spirit Catholic Church in Two
Harbors. Her faith was integral to her identity. She enjoyed attending retreats
and had an active spiritual life. Luci loved to create, serve and eat delicious
food. She had a special designation of "Golden Tongue" for foods that were
"worth every calorie" to eat. Luci was a creative person, knitting sweaters,
sewing clothes for her daughters (including several formal dresses), other
crafts and refinishing furniture and woodwork in their 100-year old home. She
loved going on walks by Lake Superior but was not a fan of camping or
mosquitoes. She enjoyed music and made sure all her daughters learned how
to play piano - and how to swim.

Luci was diagnosed with Parkinson's disease in 2012 and gradually lost her
ability to continue the activities she so loved. She was a talkative and
animated woman who slowly grew silent and still from her neurologic disease.
We have missed her voice, her chatty self and honest assessment of things.

Luci was predeceased by her parents, Marguerite and Raymond, her sisters
Martha (Marti), Roseanne, and brothers Richard (Rick) and Robert (Bob), and
granddaughter Clara Haller. She is survived by siblings Margaret Smith, Patti
(Merton) Horne, Michael (Judy) Smith, Paul (Agatha) Smith, Angie (Ron)
Kimmel, and W. Thomas (Jan) Willette and a host of nieces, nephews, and
cousins. She is survived by her husband of 56 years, Greg; and their
daughters Holly (Allen) Mischel-Moe, Anne-Marie Mischel, Aimee (Mike)
Gianoukos, and Rebecca Mischel; and grandchildren Madeleine and
Katherine Moe; Emmett and Linnea Haller (and their father John Haller); Jack,
Alex and Sydney Gianoukos; and Isla and Lochlan Downard (and their father



lan Downard).

Luci felt strongly that meaning is not derived from material possessions.
Memorials may be sent to HealthPartners Hospice, the Parkinson's
Foundation, or Catholic Charities.

Luci's family are deeply grateful to the staff at Harbor Crossing in White Bear
Lake, Arthur's Senior Living-Shoreview and HealthPartners Hospice for their
loving care and support to Luci and her family.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 am on Thursday August 21, 2025 at
the Church of St Peter in Mendota, Minnesota, preceded by visitation at 10
am. A private internment will follow.



Tribute Wall

Luci was a very good friend when we all still lived in Two Harbors.
She was god other to one of my sons, as | was to one of her
daughters. Our families shared holy day celebrations, for which |
made pifnatas. So many fun memories! She was a wonderful, faith-
filled woman. Rest in Peace, Luci. You're in my prayers—as is all
the family.

Monica (Isley) Sawyn - July 06, 2025 at 03:29 PM

Sorry for your loss! | always enjoyed visiting with her when you lived
here. May her soul rest in peace!

Gwen Valentine - June 15, 2025 at 08:30 PM

Greg and family, | am so sorry to hear that Luci has passed away. |
worked with her for many years and | have so many memories of
working with her in her classroom at the John A. She was so
dedicated to her students and tried to make sure that all had what
they needed to go on to the next level. | am sad to say that I lost
touch with her when she moved from Two Harbors. | hope that the
many memories of her will help to ease your sorrow in the days to
come. May you rest in peace, Luci.

Laurie Juenemann - June 01, 2025 at 04:03 PM



Our deepest condolences to all. What a lovely woman she was! |
remember when Greg was in the Peace Corps, and even though we
didn't know Luci well at that time, we knew that their long distance
relationship was a comfort to my brother who was so far away from
us. | loved Luci's eyes and how they sparkled when we were
together and in conversation. She loved to talk, but she also loved
to listen. Her many gifts and talents were gifts she shared with her
family and church. Rest in God's peace, dear sister-in-law!

Terri I. Long - May 30, 2025 at 08:42 AM



