Leonabelle Mathison
June 10, 1918 - November 26, 2019

Leonabelle (Sunny) Mathison, Age 101

Leonabelle (Sunny) Mathison was born on June 10, 1918, in Minneapolis, the
only child of Florence and Ardie Hastings. She was known from childhood as
Sunny, a name that celebrated her smiling disposition. After graduating from
West High School, she worked for Northwestern Life Insurance until the love
of her life, Don Mathison, returned from duty as an army officer in the south
Pacific. The couple married in 1945 and made their home in Minneapolis until
1961, when they moved to Fargo, ND, where Don had established a business.
After Don's retirement in 1983, the couple moved first to Boynton Beach,
Florida, and then to Bonita Springs, Florida, where Sunny lived for the past 25
years, spending summers in Fargo and on Pelican Lake, Minnesota.

She was a wonderful homemaker, cook, mother, grandmother and volunteer.
She attended daily Mass and was active in organizations from the American
Red Cross during World War Il to Girl Scouts, PTA's and church activities. She
was an active member of Spanish Wells Country Club, playing golf and driving
her own cart until the age of 96, and playing bridge, including duplicate bridge,
to age 101.

Sunny was preceded in death by her husband Don in 2004 and by sons-in-law
Thomas Hance and Daniel Rogers. She is survived by three daughters:
Marilyn (Paul) Anstett, Marjorie Mathison Hance and Marcia Rogers; nine
grandchildren: Carolyn Solares, Sarah (Tony) Nasello, Paula (Steven) Lein,



Joseph (Sarah) Anstett, Peter Anstett, Laura (Thomas) Smedile, Jill (Jason)
Miller, Benjamin (Andrea) Rogers and Michael Rogers; and twelve great
grandchildren: Gio Nasello, Cooper and Zoe Lein, Connor and Sadie Anstett,
Ryan Smedile, Morgan, Kennedy and Charles Miller, Kieran Stone, Penelope
Rogers and Woodbury Rogers.

Three services will honor Sunny's exceptional life. Her funeral Mass will be
held at St. Leo the Great Catholic Church, Bonita Springs, FL, on Monday,
December 16 at 10 a. m., followed by a reception at the Spanish Wells
Country Club. A memorial Mass will be held at St. Anthony of Padua Church,
Fargo, on Friday, December 20 at 1 p.m., followed by a reception at the
church. A burial service will be held at the Basilica of St. Mary in Minneapolis
on Saturday, January 11th at noon, followed by a reception at the church, and
interment at St. Mary's Cemetery in Minneapolis.

Memorials are preferred to Café of Life, Bonita Springs, Fl, the Jeremiah
Program Minneapolis/St. Paul or the Great Plains Food Bank, Fargo, ND.
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May she rejoice as she greets her lovef ones in heaven!

Fr. Al Bitz - December 22, 2019 at 12:00 AM

| am so sorry to hear that Sunny has passed, but joyful that she has
"passed to the other side" as Native Americans say. She had the
perfect name, Sunny, with her sunny disposition. I'll remember her
as such.

Margaret Bitz - December 22, 2019 at 12:00 AM

Sorry to hear of Sunny's passing. She and my mother (Mary Jane
Doherty Tillman) were high-school girlfriends who kept in touch over
the years. For many years, Sunny & Don, my folks and two other
couples got together to celebrate New Year's Eve. | still remember
riding the train to Fargo from Minneapolis on Dec 31, 1961, to visit
their new home in Fargo for that New Year.

I have 6 photos of Sunny (2-1940; 4-1962) from my mother's
collection that | would be pleased to share with the family if they are
interested.

Fred Tillman - December 15, 2019 at 12:00 AM



Hello Marcia, | saw your mother's obituary in the Shanley Alumni
alert and wish to extend my condolences to you and your family.
What an amazingly active woman she was! And she still had that
signature "sunny" smile. Looked for you at the 45th reunion, but
hopeful to catch you at the 50th. Let's drive up in baby Fiis just for
old times sake. | was getting hitched during the 40th reunion and
am currently a family records volunteer in Germany with my
husband. Fill me in on your life. All my love to you and yours...

Terry Nicklawsky - December 13, 2019 at 12:00 AM

Sunny sounds like a truly warm, gracious, and loving person. I'm so
glad for all the time you were gifted with her. | am so sorry for your
loss.

Sonya Romero - December 11, 2019 at 12:00 AM

Sunny will be missed by all who know her. She is my Godmother
along with Don being my Godfather. Always a joy to be around. | will
miss her, but | know she had a full life and has gone to join Don and
the rest of her family and friends. Love always Sunny!! Patty

Patty (Taft) Carnis - December 10, 2019 at 12:00 AM



