
Karl Martin Schwichtenberg
September 19, 1952 - January 10, 2023

Karl Martin Schwichtenberg was surrounded by family as he peacefully
passed away at home on January 10, 2023, following a long and brave battle
with cancer. He was a man of great faith who was grateful for 70 well-lived
years in which he enjoyed each day to its fullest. A lifelong Minnesotan, Karl
was born in Rochester, MN. He was the middle of five siblings whom he loved
dearly. He remained close to them throughout his life. He graduated from St.
Olaf College in 1974. Karl married the love of his life, Kim, in 1980 and was
blessed with 42 years joyfully by her side. They enjoyed a lifetime of travel -
hiking Machu Picchu, completing the Tour du Mont Blanc with friends,
traveling to Israel, and many trips to Europe. Together they raised two
children, Anne and Jeff, who made him exceptionally proud. They are now
grown and raising families of their own. Anne married Joel and they have two
children. Jeff married Stacey, and together they blended their family with a
wedding that was planned quickly to ensure Karl could fully participate in such
a wonderful event. Karl was the best "Papa", a title he wore with honor. He
loved his four grandchildren deeply - Vanessa, Aria, Charlotte, and Henry Karl,
who was named after his grandfather and with whom he shared a special
bond. 
Karl will be remembered by those who loved him as someone who never met
a stranger, only a friend. He loved to tell stories (and maybe a few tall tales),
play a round of cribbage, lend a hand to those in need (especially if that need
involved cleaning up trees after a severe storm), and dance with anyone



willing to partner with him on the dance floor. He especially loved dancing with
Anne to "their" song, Brown Eyed Girl. An avid outdoorsman, Karl was
happiest on the golf course or fishing with Jeff or Joel. 
Karl was a dedicated member of two church communities, Normandale
Hyland United Methodist and Hamline Church United Methodist. A lover of
music, Karl sang first tenor in the Augsburg Centennial Singers choir, traveling
throughout the state and to Arizona to perform music that lifted the spirits of all
who saw them sing. Karl volunteered for causes dear to him, traveled on
many mission trips, donated blood (46 gallons to be exact), and taught
Sunday School and Ski Jammers for many years. Karl is preceded in death by
his parents, Ralph and Joyce Schwichtenberg and his in-laws, John and Carol
Knobloch. He is survived by his wife Kim, daughter Anne, son-in-law Joel, son
Jeff and daughter-in-law Stacey, four grandchildren, four loving siblings and
their partners, two sisters-in-law, many nieces and nephews, as well as a wide
community of neighbors and friends. 
Friends and family are invited to join us as we celebrate Karl's life on
Saturday, February 18th at 10:00 a.m. for visitation and 11:00 a.m. for the
service at Hamline Church United Methodist at 1514 Englewood Ave. St.
Paul.  A lunch will follow the service. 
In lieu of flowers, Karl hoped those wishing to honor him would support
Hamline Church, the Memorial Blood Center, or the Augsburg Centennial
Singers. 
Guests are invited to wear colors in lieu of black for a joyful celebration. 
Interment will follow later this summer. 
Service will also be live streamed at hamlinechurch.org/worship/live-stream
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Martinson Family- Laura, Bill, Talia, Gavin - June 10, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. What
a beautiful service and wonderful speakers
that captured Karl's life and those who loved
him!

Susan Macey and Matt Parsell - February 17, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Karl will always be "Karl the Kid" to us. His generous and youthful
spirit was an inspiration to us both. We are so grateful we all MADE
the time to be together on a special trip or event or just to visit each
other. We will always remember you Karl and know our love and
support will always be there to surround Kim and the kids. Thanks
for letting us be part of your so very fun piece of the world. Love,
Susie and Matt

Stephen M Dent - February 17, 2023 at 12:00 AM

A brave man a brave fight I am sure you are sitting at the right hand
of God and will forever be in peace.

Kenny and Emily Raway - February 12, 2023 at 12:00 AM

We were glad to have known Karl. He was
such a sweet and welcoming presence.
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Phillip J Boever & Kathy Smith-Boever - February 08, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Kim, 
 
We were so sorry to hear about Karl's passing. He was a wonderful,
kind, and well-spoken man. We admire his strong relationship with
his higher power. Karl was a valuable member of our group. Love to
all of you. 
Phil and Kathy B.

Kathy Smith-Boever - January 28, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Kim, Kathy B from Tuesday night here. Karl was one whose sharing
left me with something to ponder. Consider differently. What's my
part in the issue? His soft- spoken way, compassion for all, & sense
of humor helped me navigate some crazy days. God bless you, and
your family. In fellowship, Kathy and Phil B

Penny Langguth Thorkildson - January 23, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Kim, was your dad the John Knobloch of Field School? 
 
I graduated from MA with Karl. My heartfelt sympathy to you and
your family.♡ 
-Penny Langguth Thorkildson
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karen schwichtenberg - January 22, 2023 at 12:00 AM

Karl was always my 'little brother', even
though he was older than me. We were both
younger than the older brother, Kurt. Karl was
known as 'spook' or more commonly 'crazy
Karl' when he was young, for good reason. I
followed in his footsteps to St Olaf College & studied French
because he did. We spoke French together all our lives. Karl grew
into a really great man after meeting Kim, who brought out the very
best in him! They built a beautiful life together, raising a wonderful
family and holding hands together through the rough times and the
successes. Karl brought joy, laughter and love to every family
gathering. His bright faithful presence will be sorely missed here on
earth. But I know he's resting in the arms of his Lord in heaven.

Kris Carlson - January 21, 2023 at 12:00 AM

I'm so very sorry for your loss. Kim and Jeff, I think of you both often
and you, along with Karl, will always have a special place in my
heart. We all shared many beautiful moments together. May God
bless and console your family. 
Much love, 
Kris


