Judith Lee Lewis

September 27, 1943 - June 7, 2024

Born Judith Lee Hanson in Cleveland, Ohio on September 27, 1943, Judy
passed away on June 7, 2024 from complications due to dementia. In
between those dates, she was busy.

Due to parental pressure, she moved to Minneapolis in 1945 where she spent
her time making lifelong friends at Minneapolis Public Schools, as early as
kindergarten. After she graduated from Roosevelt High School in 1961, she
attended Hamline University where she met Ralph P. Lewis. It was love at first
sight and they were married in June of 1963.

Judy and Ralph raised three amazing children in their Minneapolis house.
When that house proved too small for the gifted kids, they moved to
Minnetonka where Judy started her career in the Hopkins Public Schools in
1975, as a grade school playground lady.

Two years later, in 1977, Judy took a job in the same school district as an
Audio Visual Aide at West Jr. High School. But it was not long before she
moved into the role of administrative assistant to the principal, a position she
held until her retirement in 2007.

As an administrative assistant, Judy dealt with panicked teachers, wearied
administrative staff, and a rushed principal on a daily basis while remaining



pleasant, polite and calm. She dealt with each person and situation as if it
were the most important thing she had to do that day. She moved the

impossible to the tasks-completed pile. Judy was also known for her daily
lunches of 1/2 sandwich and a handful of baby carrots with an occasional

apple.

When Judy was not working, she spent many summer and weekend days with
her husband Ralph at the cabin they built near Aitken, MN. She did not fish
nor did she waterski, but she relaxed in a pink paddleboat or on the dock and
played with her grandchildren.

Unfortunately, Judy lost her husband Ralph suddenly in 1996. She leaned on
her mother, children, and friends for support. This eventually led her to Don
Popovich, whom Judy married in December of 2001.

Judy had six grandchildren. When she married Don, she became a
grandmother to seven more. She loved all her grandchildren and her new
home in Bloomington became a favorite place for everyone to visit. Judy was
careful to honor the traditions of each family while adding new ones for all to
enjoy.

With Don, Judy rekindled her enjoyment of golf, cribbage, bridge, and travel.
Together they went on numerous trips and cruises worldwide and made many
new lifelong friends from all over the world. They had 18 wonderful years
together, supporting each other as they aged.

Judy was widowed again in 2019. She was able to remain in her house with
the love and support of her children for two more years, at which point she
moved to Beehive Homes of Maple Grove to help care for her after dementia
made it impossible for her to live on her own.



At Beehive, Judy was known for her great sense of humor, kindness, and
acceptance of everyone. She made great friends in her short time there;
people even wondered if they had been friends before moving into Beehive.
One particular afternoon with a couple of her friends, Judy wrote a note to the
chef trying to convince him they needed dessert with breakfast. Shortly
thereafter, they enjoyed cookies with breakfast.

Judy will be remembered for her kindness, patience, acceptance of others,
and her curiosity. There were many people from all stages of her life with
whom she would enjoy a glass of wine and call a friend. If you are one of
those, lift a glass and have a toast in Judy's honor.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the Alzheimer's Association or
the charity of your choice.



Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 19. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Bloomington Chapel

2300 W. Old Shakopee Road
Bloomington, MN 55431
(952) 884-8145
info@washburn-mcreavy.com

Memorial Service

JUN 19. 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM (CT)

Bloomington Chapel

2300 W. Old Shakopee Road
Bloomington, MN 55431
(952) 884-8145
info@washburn-mcreavy.com


mailto:info@washburn-mcreavy.com
mailto:info@washburn-mcreavy.com

Tribute Wall

Hermanos Alache Zuniga planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Judith Lee Lewis.

Hermanos Alache Zuiiga - June 18, 2024 at 03:54 PM

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Judith Lee Lewis.

June 18, 2024 at 03:54 PM

| always loved my aunt Judy, but we became very close after she
took me in several times - once when my plane that was supposed
to layover in Chicago landed in Minneapolis due to storms. Then the
airlines told us they don’t fly out of Minneapolis so we were on our
own. All hotels were booked. | called Judy and said, hey do you
want a house guest?’ She said, of course! And she and Don raced
to pick us up. It was VERY late mind you! We got to Bloomington
and proceeded to drink wine and laugh and talk for hours. That 6
am flight we got was super painful but | am forever grateful for that
night. And many other moments as well. She and my Dad were also
very close and would talk on the phone laughing the whole time.
Thank you, Judy. | love you. Raise a glass with my Dad will you?

Lynne Lewis - June 18, 2024 at 11:10 AM


https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4273&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

We met freshmen week at Hamlin University. What a good time we
had over the years. We enjoyed being silly and light hearted. We
shared many of life’s celebrations happy and sad. Judy had a
special way of putting people at ease. Her smile was contagious.
My thoughts and prayers are with family and many friends. Meredith

Meredith Townsend - June 17, 2024 at 03:43 PM

Gary, Troy/Stacey, Tracy/Mike & Families
purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of

Judith Lee Lewis.

Gary, Troy/Stacey, Tracy/Mike & Families - June 15, 2024 at
06:54 PM

Judy Lindstrom lit a candle in memory of
Judith Lee Lewis

AN

Judy Lindstrom - June 14, 2024 at 08:27 PM


https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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