Joyce Eleanor Hardwick
October 4, 1936 - March 1, 2026

Joyce Eleanor Hardwick (née Harper)

October 4, 1936 - March 1, 2026

Joyce Hardwick, age 89, passed away peacefully and surrounded by her
loved ones on March 1, 2026.

Joyce was born to Leland and Prudence Harper in Columbus, Georgia on
October 4, 1936. She was the older of their two surviving children, and she
had a lifelong fondness for her brother, Jim. The family moved to rural Ohio
near both grandparents for her elementary years, and her love for Christ and
his Word was instilled in her from an early age. They moved again when her
father took a position with what later became Nyack College - a Christian and
Missionary Alliance school not far from New York City.

It was at that school that Joyce both attended college and met her future
husband, Stanley Hardwick. The Hardwick family arrived just as Joyce and
Stan were entering their freshman year, and moved in only a few houses from
the Harper home on campus, since Rev. Hardwick was also employed at the
college. Joyce and Jim quickly became buddies with Stan's fun-loving younger
brother, Thom. And soon she and Stan were seated together (alphabetically!)
in many of the same classes. They both excelled in academics and campus
life, and winsome, sociable Joyce won his heart.

Joyce and Stan married in 1958, the day after their graduation. Joyce had
studied education and began teaching school while Stan continued on in
doctoral studies until he began teaching at a seminary in New York City. Their



two daughters, Kim and Sue, were both born during these years.

The family moved to the Twin Cities in 1967 where Stan took a position at
Bethel Seminary and Joyce with the Moundsview school district. They bought
their home overlooking Rice Creek in 1972, where they lived for almost 50
years.

Joyce was a lifelong learner. She continued on in her schooling, earning a
certificate in special education (her primary field), a Master's degree, and
enough credits for a second one. Though she initially resisted using
computers, she did learn, and ultimately became very tech savvy for her
generation! She was not only highly educated, but a caring and
compassionate teacher until her retirement in 1998 after 30 years in the
district. She definitely had a way with words, and was a good editor - helping
many people in that capacity even in her retirement years.

Joyce was also well known, loved, and involved in the life of her church of
many years, North Heights. She participated in new member training,
coordinated gardening volunteers, served as a chaplain, and was a lay
counselor and intake specialist at its counseling clinic. She took special
interest in inner healing both personally and in ministry, and loved to see the
Holy Spirit touch lives. She was elected to the church council and served as
the secretary and later scribe. She also served on the school board for North
Heights Christian Academy. She especially enjoyed being in the choir and the
Passion Play under the direction of her dear brother- and sister-in-law, Thom
and Jan.

Being retired gave her more time for all the activities she loved, including
adventuresome travel (BWCA, beach and ski trips, Europe, Madagascar) and
spending time with her beloved daughters' families, including her three
precious grandsons, who all lived nearby. Joyce often shared that her greatest
satisfaction was in simply being a mother and grandmother, and she was very
intentional as she poured out her love on us all as a devoted prayer warrior, a
gracious hostess, a willing helper, a personal cheerleader, and as a mentor
and friend for so many others besides.



In her later years, Joyce was appreciated as a wise and grandmotherly figure
at Emmanuel Covenant Church. Both congregations supported her well as
she entered the challenging phase of widowhood and progressive cognitive
and physical decline. Special appreciation to all the staff at Northwoods
Memory Care Suites for their stellar, compassionate care for her over the last
two years, where she still won people's hearts with her beautiful smile, kind
yet failing words, and evident love for God and her family.

Joyce was preceded in death by her husband, Stan; parents, Leland and
Prudence Harper; her baby brother, Carl David Harper (stillborn); sister-in-law
Margie Harper, and brother-in-law Thom Hardwick. She is survived by her
brother, Jim Harper, brothers-in-law Robert (Barbara) Hardwick and Len
Hardwick, and sister-in-law Jan Hardwick; children, Kim (Christopher)
Carlson, and Sue (Jim) Nordby; grandchildren David (Lily) Carlson, Mike
(fiancée Miriam) and Matt Nordby; and nephews and nieces.

The service celebrating her life will be held on Tuesday, April 7th at 11 a.m.
with lunch to follow.

Livestream: https://northheights.church/watch-live/

Visitation prior to service at 10 a.m.

Location: North Heights Church, Arden Hills Chapel (Door B), 1700 Highway
96, Arden Hills.

Attire: as desired. Joyce loved colorful clothing and surroundings!

Private interment at Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Maplewood, MN, at a later
date.

Memorial donations may be made to: Emmanuel Covenant Church, North
Heights Christian Academy, or the Alzheimer's Association.



Previous Events
Visitation

APR 7.10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

North Heights Lutheran Church (Arden Hills)
1700 West Hwy 96
Arden Hills, MN 55112

Church Service

APR 7. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

North Heights Lutheran Church (Arden Hills)
1700 West Hwy 96
Arden Hills, MN 55112



Tribute Wall

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Joyce Eleanor Hardwick.

April 05 at 01:31 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Joyce Eleanor Hardwick.

April 05 at 01:31 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Joyce Eleanor Hardwick.

April 05 at 01:26 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Joyce Eleanor Hardwick.

April 05 at 01:26 PM


https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| was priviledged to be like a sister to Joyce when | had a room at
her house. Her folks treated me like their daughter. We wore each
other's clothes. We were in each other's weddings--in fact | wore
her wedding gown. Many a night we had tea before retiring--usually
enjoying some dessert her mom had made. She had written a short
poem when she was in love with Stan and together we set it to
music on the upright piano in the living room. | still remember

it.... Thanks to her daughter | was able to greet her recently after
many years of not being in touch. The physical distance and the
complexities of both of our lives had separated our contact.

Lillian Garwood - March 11 at 10:19 PM

Thank you for this beautiful memory and friendship! She remembered
you and your times together so fondly. Love, Kim

Kim Carlson - March 12 at 09:22 PM

We love to think how parallel our lives were: we were students at
Nyack...

We both married the same year (she wore my bridal headpiece)...
Years later we found ourselves living next door to each other in
Minnesota...

Stan and Dan both involved at Bethel...

Both men became Bush Leadership Fellows...

Kim and Susu were delightful little girl neighbors...

Joyce and | were together in the Neighbors Birthday Club...

Life is good...better with loving, thoughtful neighbors...

We'll never forget Joyce's beautiful smile. GRACIOUS

Jane Lambrides - March 13 at 08:23 PM
Aww, you were treasured neighbors and friends! Those parallels are
remarkable, indeed! Thanks for sharing them!

Sue Nordby - March 14 at 09:58 PM



| didn’t know Joyce before she came to us at Northwoods, but | knew
her well for her last two years. It was a pleasure. | won't forget her
giggle and her love for a late night snack of peanut butter on banana
slices. See you in heaven Joycie!

Tara H. - March 17 at 01:25 PM

Yes, thank you so much, Jane and Tara, for sharing these sweet
memories, and for all your love and care for her and for us!

Kim Carlson - March 23 at 06:16 PM

Having worked with Joyce at Sunnyside for many years, | have lots of
memories that | treasure. | remember the struggles she had with
everything going on computers, but she mastered it. But most of all, |
remember (and can hear now) her laugh and the twinkle in her eye and
her dry sense of humor. She was a consummate professional who
helped hundreds of children be successful. And she was good at
keeping the adults in line as well. Thanks Joyce

Gail Miller - April 02 at 05:45 PM

We can imagine! & So wonderful to hear, thank you, Gail!

Sue Nordby - April 06 at 02:24 PM



