
Joseph Miller
September 3, 2008

Miller, Joseph A. age 47, of Coon Rapids. He was always so willing to help
others. He gave of himself completely. He truly will be missed by his family
and friends. He was loved deeply by his wife and children and he loved being
outdoors enjoying God's creations. Survived by wife, Cindi; children,
Johnathan and Hannah; sister, Renee Gruidl; brothers, Paul Miller (Sheila)
and Mike (Christine) Miller; mother, Joyce Saucier; and father, Roger (Kay)
Miller; also nieces, nephews, many dear friends and relatives. Preceded in
death by grandparents and brother-in-law, Dan. Memorials preferred.
(Hawaiian attire requested at funeral) Interment Epiphany Cemetery. Mass of
Christian Burial Friday, 11 AM, Epiphany Catholic Church, 111th & Hanson
Blvd., Coon Rapids with visitation one hour prior to service and Thursday, 4-8
PM at: Washburn-McReavy Coon Rapids Chapel 763-767-1000 1827 Coon
Rapids Blvd.
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 Joey, hey bud-I can't believe it has been 3 years since you were
here with us on earth! So many memories flood back to us-some we
are prepared for-some not. I still ask myself 'what if?' but then my
faith comes back to say 'how awesome is it that he is up in heaven?'
There are so many things that remind us of you from the day to day
tasks to the many places we went and did things together! As
Johnathan's freshman year came to a close at the University of
Minnesota he found out that he made it into the Air Force Academy!
He was so excited and we are so proud of him! He has made it
through basic training this summer and has started his academic
year along with joining their drum and bugle corps! Hannah and I fly
out tomorrow to see him over Labor Day weekend/Parents weekend
at the Academy! We are so excited! Hannah will be starting her
senior year at Coon Rapids High School. She is trying to decide
what she is going to do next year-she has her list down to 14
schools and only 1 of them are in Minnesota-seems she wants to be
in a warmer climate for the winter! I am sure she wishes you were
here to guide her! She is one of the captains for the girl's tennis
team this fall and they are looking forward to a great season!
Hannah and I returned from her 'graduation cruise' to the
Mediterrian earlier this month. We had an awesome time visiting the
many sites in France, Italy and Spain-it is kind of unbelievable we
were over there and saw the things that we toured! The only thing
better would have been having you and Johnathan along with us!
We continue to miss your smile and sense of humor on a daily
basis! Your committment, encouragement, knowledge, trust, caring,
compassion, faith, dedication and most of all your love for us have
given us the strength to continue in the life that God has given us!
We have had many dragonfly sightings through the years from
many different people! You will always, always be in our hearts!
Thanks for your love and all the great memories! Love ya bud~Cindi
 
 
 
 
 
 



August 31, 2011 at 12:00 AM
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November 30, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Joey, As my 50th birthday comes to an close I think that 'wow-we
would be 50 years on this earth'-1/2 of it spent with each other at
our sides!' Johnathan and Hannah sent me 50 long stem roses
today-they also included your name on the card! They remembered
all the times that you sent me roses/flowers on my birthday! They
had to do some fast re-arranging today as they were going to send
them to work (like you used to do) but I had gotten an EA today and
I was able to stay home on my birthday! They made a quick call
before delivery time started and they were sent to our house! They
are absolutely gorgeous! My mom also arranged with some family
and friends a surprise birthday party for me on Saturday night. If we
counted right we had around 73 people here-a little crowded when
we couldn't be scattered outside and in the garage but I think
everyone had a fun time-I know I did! We have had another
Thanksgiving (a little quieter without you)-we seem to be adjusting
to living with you in spirit-we know you are there with us. Thank you
for so much that you have given us! Our lives are so much more
enriched and special because of you! We have so much to be
thankful for and you are a huge reason why! Your smile and wit will
never be forgotten! Love you buddy-in my heart forever! Love, Cindi
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CM Joey, Well bud it has been 2 years since you were here with us. At
times I really can't believe it has been 2 years but I look back to
what has all gone on and I think 'wow-we are making it with you in
our hearts!' Johnathan is now in college-he is heading to the
University of Minnesota tomorrow to start his freshman year and be
a part of their ROTC program. He has been busy getting his
application into the Air Force Academy again to try to get into the
nest freshman class. He is looking forward to his year at the 'U' and
I think this will be a good transition for him. I am so proud of him and
all he has accomplished! You were a big part in getting him to this
point-Thank-you! Hannah will be a junior this year in high school
and is looking forward to taking her driver's test in a couple of
weeks-she is so excited! She made varsity tennis again this year
and has done very well already this year winning 6 out of 7
matches-she is doing awesome! I see so much of you in her and I
hope that she takes those strong qualities and will really 'do us
proud'. You have given so much to both of them-such an awesome
foundation that will enable them to have a great start in hteir adult
lives! We continue to miss you-especially with things we all used to
do as a family:) We went camping for the first time on the north
shore this summer without you-we were awed by the star show and
the lighting of Split Rock! We miss your smile and your wit but know
you will be with us always in our hearts. So many people still miss
having you in their lives-they keep in touch with us and make sure
we are doing okay! We have awesome friends and family that keep
each of us going! The dragonfly stories continue to circulate and
with each sighting remind us of you! We all love you! Happy 2nd
'Heaven' birthday:) Keep being there for us! You are forever in our
hearts =;= Love, Cindi 
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BM I had known Joe Miller since I was in 3rd grade. At first it started out
that he was just Johnathan's dad, but it grew to be much more than
that. He was by far the most intelligent man that I have ever met.
Along with that he was the funniest. He always had the best thing to
come back at you with no matter what you said. I remember one of
the hardest times I've laughed is when I told him he was funny and
he replied "You are too, but looks aren't everything." He grew on me
very fast as I looked at him as a friend not a friend's dad. He even
gave me the nickname that many people call me today which is
Bronny. Just talking to him and hearing all the hilarious things that
he had to say could brighten up your day. In these later years Joe
had become almost like a father to me, as he taught me a lot of
things about becoming a good man. He hired me to help them do
yardwork and I would leave there with a brainfull of things I didn't
know and a pocketful of money-ha. Joe was a very generous man.
He always made sure I had things I needed as if I were his son. Just
last spring, when he found out that I didn't have any shorts to wear
at home, he brought me up to the store and got me a couple of new
pairs. Me and Joe...I mean Joe and I (He would've gave me an
earful for that one) had this sort of tradition where when John had a
birthday party or a bunch of friends over, I would come upstairs and
we would make brunch together. I always made the eggs, even
though he would have to finish them so I wouldn't completely burn
them. Even when Joe was pissed he could still make you laugh by
the way that he talked and his extreme profanity. I am a completely
different person because I knew Joe, and I think it is for the better. I
know that he is in a better place right now making God and all the
angels laugh until they cry. I'm just happy I had the privilege of
knowing such a wonderful person (even if for a limited amount of
time), and I hope to see him one day in heaven. R.I.P. Joe Miller. I
just want to thank you, Joe, for being in my life. I love you and I will
never forget you. From Bronny aka Sunshine. P.S. "Hey Joe, what
do you know?" 
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May 08, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Today was a Joe day! 1st time I was in a church since your service
and I thought of you, then Dad and I worked on digging up and
cutting tree roots in the yard and again I thought of you. So yeah
today was indeed a Joe day! Miss you!! Michael F
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Pamela Finney - April 21, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Wish you were here today my friend to go have a beer and some
Pizza with us at Pizza Flame!! Missing you!! 
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Coon Rapids, Minnesota



PF

Pamela Finney - April 21, 2010 at 12:00 AM

Wish you were here today my friend to go have a beer and some
Pizza with us at Pizza Flame!! Missing you!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pamela Finney, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota





September 03, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah, From a coworker of Joe’s at SJM: I
just wanted to pass along a message that I have been thinking and
praying for all of you as one year has past since our Lord called Joe
home. I still think of him often and remember all the things he taught
me about life and being a strong Christian man and father. He was
a blessing to so many and I pray for continued strength and peace
for your family. I also pray that your light would continue to shine in
his absence, which it certainly is, as I hear from others about the
Aloha Hero scholarship, Johnathan and Hannah’s continued
progress toward becoming strong “contributors to society” as Joe
used to describe it to me, as well as the general sense of peace I
get from reading your entries on his online guest book. May God
continue to bless your family, Peter Ness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Peter Ness
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August 30, 2009 at 12:00 AM

One year ago we lost a husband, a father, a brother, a son, a
nephew, and most of all a friend. There has not been a day that has
gone by that we have not thought of Joe in one way or another.
How many times did we pick up the phone to call him or have heard
his voice in our heads and smiled at so many things that remind us
of him. I know how much it has hurt not to have him here to guide
us, comfort us, talk with us, walk with us and most of all to lift us up
when we dearly need it! We want to thank all of you for the support
you have given us and to each other to get us through this past
year. You all have been so awesome and without you it would have
been a lot harder! The hugs, the talks, the phone calls, the cards,
the e-mails, the crying sessions, the many shared meals and the
many times you have involved us in your plans have kept us moving
on with His plan for us. THANK YOU!!!! I wish we could say it has
gotten easier but there are still days that we miss him terribly! We
are surrounded by the many things he has done for us and the
many things that remind us of him. Knowing that he will be forever
in our hearts has helped-no one can take that away from us! Think
how awesome it will be when we finally do meet up with him again-
what a celebration that will be! We will keep all of you in our
prayers-please keep us in yours! Give each other hugs and kisses
for us. Remember to keep your minds, ears and eyes open for the
love Joe shared with us! With our love, Cindi, Johnathan & Hannah 
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PF Dear Joe, It's been almost a year since you left us here on earth but
your presence is felt on a daily basis. It has become a favorite to
share our dragonfly spottings of you, in fact the other day my friend
Tanya called and said you were watching over the setup at Carl and
I's 25th wedding anniversary party as there was a huge dragonfly
that hung out on the roof of the garage for over 20 minutes. I wish
you could have actually been there to share a toast with us and
laugh along with memories we shared. Your children are doing well
and I am glad I continue to get closer with them every day. Cindi
and I have become very close and I treasure our friendship more
than she knows!! She is so very strong and her kindness towards
everyone overwhelms me. She has become a great mentor to me
and I value her opinion on everything I go through. Her Faith
continues to be strong and unwavering and we learn from her
devotion constantly. It's not hard to see why you loved her so!! I
hope you are well and know how very much you are missed!!
Please keep blessing us with your winged sightings as we look
forward to them. Many exciting events are coming up with it being
the boy's senior year and I know you will keep an eye on them as
they get ready to go out into the world. We miss you Joe, your
laughter and humor, your direction and knowledge, your kindness
and devotion, your faith and friendship, and your silliness and light
heartedness..........we miss all of you but we live strong with our
memories of you and your antics! A bottle of red, a bottle of
white.............A toast to you my friend tonight!! Love you, Pam 
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Pamela Finney - August 27, 2009 at 12:00 AM
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August 06, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Dear Son Joe,Sometimes grief is so overwhelming it seems to suck
the life out of me. But then I think of all the times, good and bad,
that we shared and I thank God for those moments he gave us.Your
early morning calls are greatly missed with that cheery greeting,
"Getup old Lady, there is light in the swamp." And then we would
discuss the happenings of yesterday or any possible problems or
activities for the days ahead.Somewhere deep within our hearts, I
wonder if we don't know of our future demise. That summer of 2008
you asked many times about the teachings of our Catholic Church
regarding life after death. Out came my Catechism, we would
continue with these thoughts and discussions for many
conversations.You helped so much, along with your brothers and
sister, on my home improvement projects. All of which were greatly
appreciated. Renee and I have leaned to do many "Joe" jobs this
last year.We miss so much. I want to tell you about many things, but
I think you already know these thoughts.Love you always, Mom
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CS Dear Joe,I have started this letter so many times but the words just
never seemed to compare with how much you meant to me. I have
wanted to post “something” on your Web site but it has always been
too painful – it still is. It’s coming up on a year since you died, but I
still miss you like it just happened yesterday.I can remember the first
time we met – I was the intern that got assigned to you back in
2000. I was so “green” but you never made me feel bad about it. I
asked a lot of questions and you asked me even more questions
back until I would come up with the answer on my own – your
“Socratic Approach”. You taught me many things but the thing I
remember about you the most is your humor. Getting ribbed by you,
hearing your jokes and picking on JP and Tommy with you bring
back very fond memories.As the months of working with you turned
into years, your friendship became really important to me – I felt like
I missed out on “something” on the days we didn’t talk. You were
one of the first people I would call if things weren’t working out at
work. Even when we were both traveling for BSC – you in Ireland
and me in Ohio – I would get a hold of you somehow to talk through
issues. You were a genius, yet so practical – not many folks around
like that, Joe. You were also one of my very best friends – I’m not
sure if you actually knew this. We both had a “unique” way of
looking at the world and at times we both felt pretty misunderstood -
so we had a lot in common. You advised me on really just about
anything under the sun. I didn’t have to think about what I said to
you before I said it – I knew I could say it and you wouldn’t think any
worse of me – you were just my friend. I have some very close
friends but I don’t think I will ever have another friendship like the
one I had with you. I look forward to the day that we meet again…
Love Scribby 
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issues. You were a genius, yet so practical – not many folks around
like that, Joe. You were also one of my very best friends – I’m not
sure if you actually knew this. We both had a “unique” way of
looking at the world and at times we both felt pretty misunderstood -
so we had a lot in common. You advised me on really just about
anything under the sun. I didn’t have to think about what I said to
you before I said it – I knew I could say it and you wouldn’t think any
worse of me – you were just my friend. I have some very close
friends but I don’t think I will ever have another friendship like the
one I had with you. I look forward to the day that we meet again…
Love Scribby 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chris Scribner - July 28, 2009 at 12:00 AM
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Chris Scribner, 
 
 
 
 
Bloomington, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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Cindi Miller - July 14, 2009 at 12:00 AM

Joe, my co-workers/friends presented me with 3 quilts yesterday at
work-one for each of us! The quilts were made from your shirts that
you used to wear! We now will be warmed by pieces of your shirts
and quilted angels to keep us safe and cozy! There is even a pocket
that we can put messages and notes into! Summer is whizzing by-
Johnathan is off to Cayman for his Marine Biology trip-they both are
playing tennis this summer and marching away-Johnathan was
asked by Minnesota Brass to be part of their tuba line so they are
very excited about their trips to Pennsylvania and New York for
Nationals! We still feel your presence around us and are thankful for
the time we had with you! We had a beautiful weekend up at the
Wallace's cabin-Mike Finney, Paul Thao,Rachel and I joined the
Wallace's along with John and Linda Bennet-we had a blast with
wonderful weather/temps, good cooking/food and great company! I
continue to miss having you here and talking with you-our friends
have been super at keeping us busy! Continue to guide us-Love ya-
Cindi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Cindi Miller, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota
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 June 9,2009Joey, you graduated from the 'U' 25 years ago today-a
year after that was our wedding-6-8-85-it got up to 102 degrees that
day-I was looking at our wedding pictures and you could see the
sweat beads on your flushed face while they were taking pictures
outside. It was a great day-it would have been 24 years yesterday. I
had a hope chest made and yesterday I placed our wedding
pictures in the chest along with other wedding things that we had-
easily available to look at when needed. I placed some flowers at
your grave yesterday-you were always so good about sending me
flowers! The dragonfly stories continue-reminding us that although
we cannot hear or see you-you are present and exist in ways we
need to be open to. We have missed you so much these past 9+
months-there are times that I feel it's getting easier and then a song
plays or something reminds me of you and the tears are just there.
The other day the phone was ringing and all of a sudden I heard in
my head the phrase you used to say "don't fret my darlin'-I'll get that
for you". I don't know why it came to me then-like the phone hasn't
rung at all since you made your journey but at that time you were
there. Our friends have been great-keeping the kids and I going and
letting us know how special we are and you were. What I miss the
most is being able to talk with you-you were my best friend-thank
you for that! I also miss your great bear hugs and back rubs-I felt so
safe in your arms! Johnathan and Hannah both made academic
awards this year and Johnathan ended the year being named drum
major and Hannah a section leader for marching band-we are so
proud of both of them! Continue to be with us and guide us through
the years to come-you will be forever in our hearts! Love ya-Cindi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 



June 11, 2009 at 12:00 AM

 
cindi miller 
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Todd Robida - January 14, 2009 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller family,I'm very sorry to hear of Joe's passing. I met Joe
while working at Boston Scientific's Galway facility in 2002. I
remember laughing a lot while in his presence, whether at work or
over a meal. I was lucky to have interacted with him on a number of
occasions since then. His great sense of humor, conviviality and
generosity was will be missed.God bless,Todd RobidaBoston
Scientific - Natick MA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Todd Robida, 
 
 
 
 
Massachusetts
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BS Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah - I received your Christmas letter and
was shocked to hear the tragic news of Joe's passing. I was waiting
for the right words to come before reaching out to you, but I realize
they will never come. I am so glad I finally did call you, Cindi, and to
hear about the Hawaiin shirts at the funeral, how the kids are doing
and all the high school friends you still keep in touch with. It was
somehow so very comforting to talk to you - you seem so at peace
and grateful that you had this wonderful man in your life for so many
years. I remember Joe from high school - the one always with the
big smile and the hearty laugh. Unfortunately we haven't seen each
other much in recent years but I so looked forward to your annual
Christmas letters and hearing about the new adventures of the
Miller family. You guys always had your priorities right. I look
forward to getting together next week.Take care and God bless you
and your family.Brenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
brenda stine, 
 
 
 
 
brooklyn park, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 



brenda stine - December 19, 2008 at 12:00 AM
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brenda stine - December 19, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me

November 28, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe.....I think of you so often and hope you somehow got to enjoy
your own Thanksgiving feast up there. Your children and wife are so
very strrong and we try to keep them as close as we can. We miss
you and cherish our memories of you....I made roast beef hash for
brunch this morning and Michael said it reminded him of something
you used to make that he really enjoyed. We have your voice saved
on his cell phone so whenever we need our Joe fix there you are!
Be well my friend...... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pamela Finney
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DF I just returned from the WSU homecoming weekend where I was
shocked to learn of Joe's death. My wife Carol and I extend our
deepest sympathies to Cindi, the kids and the rest of the Miller
family. I met Joe when he would visit Cindi at WSU. Joe was a great
person to be around with a sense of humor second to none. We rest
in the belief that Joe is now in a better place. I am sure that the next
rumble I hear in the sky will be angles laughing with Joe as he
shares that sense of humor with them.Warmest Regards,Doc and
Carol Freund 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Doc Freund, 
 
 
 
 
Eagan, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Doc Freund - September 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM
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Doc Freund - September 21, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Contact Me

Sheila Aschenbrenner - September 19, 2008 at 12:00 AM

My sincere thoughts and prayers go out to Joe's entire family and to
all of us that considered Joe Miller family. Joe was a one of a kind.
He was the one that could always make you smile when you
needed a smile and lend and ear whenever you needed a friend. He
was genuine and generous. The first thought that comes to mind
when I think of him is that he had all the attributes and represented
the type of person that so many of us strive to be like. I am
priviledged to have known him and will remember how he has
helped to make such an impact on my life. May peace be with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sheila Aschenbrenner, 
 
 
 
 
Rocklin
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Steve Kelley - September 14, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Cindy,Hannah,Johnathan,Roger, Kay,Joyce,Paul,Mike and
ReneeMy trips back to Minnesota will never be the same. I always
made sure I tried to see Joe when I was back in town. A teacher
once told me "in life you will meet a lot of people but very few will
become true friends." Joe was a true friend. Although I lived far
away I knew Joe would be there if I needed him. I knew Joe would
be there if my parents needed something. Joe was original. Joe was
Joe. I will miss him dearly. My heart and my family's heart goes out
to all the Milllers. We all loved Joe. I guess God has a new mission
for him. Our thoughts are with all of you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve Kelley, 
 
 
 
 
Graham, Washington
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

September 12, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindy, Jonathan and Hannah,I just heard the sad news today and
I'm at a loss for words. Your family will be in our thoughts and
prayers. We will miss Joe's infectious smile, his teasing, and his
friendship. I fondly remember the 2 Disney cruises along with a
camping trip we did. Joe always had a way of making things fun and
interesting. Joe was one of a kind....coaching Hannah's soccer with
Hawaian shirts...he sure loved loud shirts. He was always so
generous with his time. Your family has such wonderful memories of
all that you have done together in a short period of time. He loved
you all very much and it showed. He was taken away way too soon.
He will be in our hearts forever.McFadden/Taylor family (Penny,
Kevin, Stephen, Andrew, Sean and Kaylee) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fridley, Minnesota



LO Dear Cindi,I am sending love and prayers for your comfort and
Faith. I am so sorry. I have wonderful college memories from a fun,
kind-to-everyone, tease-everyone friend. I know the memories he
has left you with will carry you through some of your darkest days. I
am so glad that the two of you found each other so early in life,
because Joe left this world too early. I have read the guest book. It's
easy to see that his big hearted ways touched many. I'm sending
you hugs. Lori 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Lori (Keil) Ortiz, 
 
 
 
 
Ketchikan, Alaska 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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SB Cindi,I was shocked and saddened when I heard that Joe had
passed away. I knew Joe was your man the first time I met you over
25 years ago, the glitter in your eye everytime you spoke his name.
As Joe would want, celebrate his life and remember the great love
you had for each other and may God, family and friends comfort you
in this time of sorrow. Our thoughts and prayers go out to you and
your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sam & Colleen Bernard, 
 
 
 
 
Otsego, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Sam & Colleen Bernard - September 10, 2008 at 12:00 AM
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Sam & Colleen Bernard - September 10, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Brian Duffy - September 08, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah,Joe was such a larger than life
character he will never be forgotten by anyone who knew him, no
matter how briefly. I knew Joe from his time in Galway and some
good times in Minneapolis. He could always keep a smile on
everyones face and always had that grin and a laugh on his own no
matter what was going on behind it. He will be dearly missed. May
he rest in peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Brian Duffy, 
 
 
 
 
Galway
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SS To my friend Joe, I will miss you and you have left us all to soon. I
cherish our time together.Thank you Cindi, for giving up your
precious time with Joe, so we could spend more time with him. Our
prayers are with you and Johnathan, and Hannah.Below is a copy
of the Eulogy from the service. It was my great pleasure to give this
Eulogy, for this great man.Well, who would ever imagine, me, Scott
Schwarz, speaking in front of Epiphany Catholic church, in shorts
and a Hawaiian shirt---I guess Joe Miller is the only one that could
make this happen! I want to say a few words about Joe Miller, and I
wish I could tell you all the kind and generous things Joe Miller did
for all the people in his life, but that might take a few days.When I
first met Joe Miller, almost 25 years ago, he came over with Mike
Nielsen, to pick me up and go to Moorhead to visit some Greg and
some friends in college. Joe drove a classic, souped up, styling
……. white Ford pinto, nicknamed the pimple! Now generation X
and Y participants, we had no IPODs, no cell phones, no DVD
player, no CD player; we just had to entertain ourselves, with good
laughter. For the next 4 ½ hours we laughed and laughed so much,
that my stomach hurt. These guys were entertaining, fun, and
amusing. This was the beginning of my friendship with Joe Miller.
You could talk to Joe about anything, he would give you an answer,
it may not be the answer you were looking for, but I assure you; it
was a clear answer and it was probably a …colorful answer as well.
Joe made me laugh, and laugh at myself. Joe talked about politics,
people, jobs, his kids, and his wife, everything imaginable. He was
very kind, and very, very generous.When the IBM group got
together----IBM stood for: International Brotherhood of Maggots-
when Bob, Mike, Joe, Darrell, Darin, Greg, and I would get together
to go to the State Fair or a North stars game, to the Twins or a
movie. Something always happened to make us laugh. Or when we
went to the Country Club, ok, ok,… it was The Hoggsbreath, …we
would wear our Hawaiian shirts, let people know we were all
together, especially when they did the swinging song on the
swinging stools! It just seemed like we always got along. When the
HeMan Woman Haters Club would get together, at Joe’s dad cabin;
we would laugh, play cards, make fun of each other, and have a few



Scott Schwarz - September 07, 2008 at 12:00 AM

adult beverages. Even though we called it the HeMan Woman
haters club based on the Little Rascals show, it was just a name
and reason for us guys to get together.And occasionally, sometimes
very occasionally, we would all meet up at the Bombay Bicycle
Club, and as most of you know, that has absolutely nothing to do
with cycling! Where friends would get together to talk and
laugh.Now one thing Joe told me he always wanted someone to say
at his funeral was; “Look, he’s moving!” I told him that wasn’t funny!
But Joe wanted someone to say it.Joe built beautiful things from
scratch in his wood shop-a cradle, a crib and a bed for each of his
kids, a new table, and helped a few make some dressers. And Joe
never did anything small, not to show off, but it seems like whatever
he did or built, he wanted it so a bunch of people could enjoy
themselves. Did he build a 12x12 deck, no, Joe built a 24 x 40-
complete with a huge gazebo, so more people could come over. He
was happy to help at any time. I was proud to call Joe Miller my
friend.Joe had many interests and stopped at nothing to try out
some new adventure. When he bought his motorcycle, he called
and told me he bought a Honda Rune motorcycle, 6 cylinders, and it
weighted 800lbs. I said I thought you bought a motorcycle? He said
I did, but, 6 cylinder, 800 lbs-that was a Joe Miller motorcycle---I
think it weighted more than the Pinto. Cindi was a little concerned
that the motorcycle only had one seat, but Joe called it his Midlife
crises, which he thought was better than an ear ring and a tattoo on
his butt. A couple of months ago he was going to rent a Bobcat to
move some bricks, I said, have you ever driven a Bobcat? “Well”, he
said, “it can’t be that har
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Bette Palmer - September 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hanna,Words come so hard to express the
loss of Joe from all our lives. I remember him as a very little boy to
the man he became as being such a loving, caring and giving
person. Everything he did was with love for all he encountered. I
don't think I every heard him say no to anyone where he felt he
might be a part of making a possitive difference in their lives. As the
"old lady" (with love he would say to me,) I will miss him as he was
like my second son. I loved his bantering, his smile, his wit, his
creativity, his generiosity his overall love of his fellow human being.
And most of all, to see how he loved his family. He accomplished so
much here on earth. I know he has earned his place in heaven.God
bless you Cindi, Johnathan and Hanna and all of Joe's family.The
family friend,Bette 
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Bette Palmer, 
 
 
 
 
Edina, Minnesota



LP Cindi, Jonathon, and Hannah, i thought i would leave something in
here from me. Joe was not only a great teacher, mentor, and parent
but he was someone that always knew how to make you laugh. The
one thing that will always stick with me is when last year at spring
fest i swore i heard your guy's name get called for the raffle and
nobody came up and nobody came up and so on sunday right away
when i saw your family walk in all tan and in hawaiian shirts after joe
had just gotten back from hawaii i told joe i thought i heard your
name get called and i remember him saying : really?? and i said
yeah and so we went to the parish office and loan behold your
family ended up being the biggest raffle winners and so getting to
share that moment of not only excitment but happiness was just so
cool.. one other thing that i remember and still have and brought
with me today was the cross that jonathon and joe brought back
from ireland when he taught one of our religion classes.... joe rest in
peace!!! you will be missed!! and to jonathon and hannah..... you
two have just been so strong through all of this and i am so lucky to
have not only met you jonathon in preschool and religion class but
to have shared moments in new orleans with your family!! and
hannah you are amazing and funny!! you two just showed so much
courage and so much love! stay amazing... i love you guys!!! my
thoughts and prayers will be with you!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Lauren Pacey, 
 
 
 



Lauren Pacey - September 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
andover, Minnesota



 Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, I was truly saddened to hear of Joe's
passing. This is the fourth time I have tried to write this. Everytime I
start I find myself at a loss for the right words. I really only got to
know Joe (aka Slacker Joe) as we referred to him, on our mission
trip to New Orleans. What an incredible human being. He truly had
a gift of bringing smiles to the faces and hearts of all he came in
contact with. With all the good though there is some serious stuff. I
did have my life flash before me thanks do to Joe. On the way home
from the mission trip we stopped at an amusement park with all the
adults, (really just oversized kids) and a bus load of youth. The
youth all headed off to do their thing and one of the adult males
thought that a few of us over weight, milky white and some balding
males should take on the mighty water slide. Let me just say that I
thought it was a pretty good idea until we were racing down the
slide and I looked back up this at least four story high waterslide
and seen milky white, over weight and slightly sun burned Slacker
Joe practically jet skiing full steam, face first, right towards me. I
paddeled and pulled that mat as quickly as I could to get out of the
way of an out of control madman. After slightly knocking me a yard
or two of course He picked me up, SLAPPED me on the back and
said are you ready to go again? I THINK NOT!!!I wish I had gotten
the privledge to better know Joe. What a great person. I know he is
cracking them up in heaven. God bless you Joe, I was blessed to
know you.Our prayers are with you Cindi, Johnathan and
Hannah.Shane, Laura, John, Michael and Katie Chambers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blaine, Minnesota



BP

September 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Bette Palmer - September 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hanna,Words come so hard to express the
loss of Joe from all our lives. I remember him as a very little boy to
the man he became as being such a loving, caring and giving
person. Everything he did was with love for all he encountered. I
don't think I every heard him say no to anyone where he felt he
might be a part of making a possitive difference in their lives. As the
"old lady" (with love he would say to me,) I will miss him as he was
like my second son. I loved his bantering, his smile, his wit, his
creativity, his generiosity his overall love of his fellow human being.
And most of all, to see how he loved his family. He accomplished so
much here on earth. I know he has earned his place in heaven.God
bless you Cindi, Johnathan and Hanna and all of Joe's family.The
family friend,Bette 
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Bette Palmer, 
 
 
 
 
Edina, Minnesota
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contact with. With all the good though there is some serious stuff. I
did have my life flash before me thanks do to Joe. On the way home
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adults, (really just oversized kids) and a bus load of youth. The
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thought that a few of us over weight, milky white and some balding
males should take on the mighty water slide. Let me just say that I
thought it was a pretty good idea until we were racing down the
slide and I looked back up this at least four story high waterslide
and seen milky white, over weight and slightly sun burned Slacker
Joe practically jet skiing full steam, face first, right towards me. I
paddeled and pulled that mat as quickly as I could to get out of the
way of an out of control madman. After slightly knocking me a yard
or two of course He picked me up, SLAPPED me on the back and
said are you ready to go again? I THINK NOT!!!I wish I had gotten
the privledge to better know Joe. What a great person. I know he is
cracking them up in heaven. God bless you Joe, I was blessed to
know you.Our prayers are with you Cindi, Johnathan and
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LP Cindi, Jonathon, and Hannah, i thought i would leave something in
here from me. Joe was not only a great teacher, mentor, and parent
but he was someone that always knew how to make you laugh. The
one thing that will always stick with me is when last year at spring
fest i swore i heard your guy's name get called for the raffle and
nobody came up and nobody came up and so on sunday right away
when i saw your family walk in all tan and in hawaiian shirts after joe
had just gotten back from hawaii i told joe i thought i heard your
name get called and i remember him saying : really?? and i said
yeah and so we went to the parish office and loan behold your
family ended up being the biggest raffle winners and so getting to
share that moment of not only excitment but happiness was just so
cool.. one other thing that i remember and still have and brought
with me today was the cross that jonathon and joe brought back
from ireland when he taught one of our religion classes.... joe rest in
peace!!! you will be missed!! and to jonathon and hannah..... you
two have just been so strong through all of this and i am so lucky to
have not only met you jonathon in preschool and religion class but
to have shared moments in new orleans with your family!! and
hannah you are amazing and funny!! you two just showed so much
courage and so much love! stay amazing... i love you guys!!! my
thoughts and prayers will be with you!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Lauren Pacey, 
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Lauren Pacey - September 06, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
andover, Minnesota

September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe,You and the way you lived your life were about everything good
and right with the world. There is something special about someone
who is always ready with a smile. I never felt more welcomed into
the "family of friends" as when I moved here from California. I know
God had a very good reason for taking you now. If I don't believe
that, well, put me in a padded cell! I pray that Cindi, Johnathan and
Hannah will all come to understand it someday (and ALL OF US
too!). Thanks for the many laughs - thanks for the incredibly positive
attitude - thanks for never making ANYONE feel like an imposition.
YOU were a GIFT! May we all be better because we knew you.Love
to you...love to your family,Debbie Singh





September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I was so sorry to hear of your loss. The thoughts of many are with
you at this time of sorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
joel packard





September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To my Joey, You were our true hero. You gave us sunshine on
gloomy days, you were our warmth on the cold days and your smile
is how we will remember you. So many asked how we could put up
with you at home because of all your antics but your love, support,
tenderness and guidance has given us a foundation that will pull us
through this big hurdle in our lives and it will be those memories of
the those 'antics' that will forever warm our hearts. Your wild and
crazy times will always bring smiles as we remember how you got
away with things. Your void will be felt not only by us but by many,
many others. You touched so many lives with your wit, smile and
willingness to help-they in return will help us in our mutual loss. You
were a big teddy bear-it felt so good to have your arms around us in
your big bear hugs. You gave so much of your time and talent to
others but were still able to be here with us. We are surrounded by
things/projects you created and now we know we are surrounded by
your love! You gave us life experiences and travel that will be
cherished forever.You will live on in our hearts and remembering
your smile will warm us on the cold/bleak days to come. Many of us
have wondered if you and uncle Dick have ended up on the
'naughty' cloud in heaven yet. The tiny ripples of love you shared
everyday with us have created waves and have been felt clear
'across the pond'. We are so fortunate for the time we had with you
and the foundation you have given us. Johnathan and Hannah are
and will be an extension of the best of you!! We will love you
forever-we are who we have become because of you! We thank
God that he gave us you for the time you were here. Hugs and
kisses to you buddy. We love you! You will be in our hearts forever!
Love, Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah



TM Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, I’d like to thank you from the bottom
of my heart for letting you share Joe with me.He meant the world to
me. Joe was my best friend and I feel honored that he allowed me
into the “Joe Miller circle of trust”. At anytime he could be my buddy,
a brother to me, a father figure, a boss, a mentor, and my confidant.
He was my own personal comedian. Whatever I needed he was
there. Joe was the person I knew I could call on anytime for
anything. He never judged me or put me off and seemed to
understand all of the little things in life that would frustrate or piss
me off. We shared many a pet peeve. I can not believe that he has
left us now and I feel lost, numb and cheated with the thought of
never, ever seeing or talking to him again.Over the last couple of
days I have spent a lot of time thinking about the things that Joe did
for me. It seems to be an almost unending list: He helped me
through the sudden death of my mother, my father’s accident and
his funeral, cleaning out my parents home, fixing my father’s house,
working on my daughter’s kitchen, helping me solve numerous
challenges at work, he loaned me money when I needed a few
bucks, picked me up or drove me home from bars when I might
have had too much fun, took me to hockey games, did woodworking
for me, bought me lunch way too many times and the list goes on
and on. As with most of us who were touched by Joe’s generosity,
the list of his gifts to me is very, very long and the list of mine to him
now seems to fall pitifully short. Of all the things that Joe did for me,
the most important thing he ever did was to be my friend. Especially
after the deaths of my parents, I talked to Joe almost every day and
he was always there for me, helping me through any and every
problem, frustration and issue that I had. Joe could always find a
way to help me put things back into perspective, with his own
unique, hilarious and sometimes even demented insight.Over the
last few years I had the privilege of sharing many conversations with
Joe (which were frequently aided with a few beers or glasses of
Jamison) about life and our own eventual deaths. I can share with
you that Joe was not afraid or scared of passing on. He told me
many times that when you’re gone, you’re gone. What’s left behind
is just a shell. He had faith that he’d move on to a better place



where people aren’t judged, discriminated against or looked down to
by anyone. He did not care about having a big funeral, having us
dress up in suits and ties; he didn’t care about fancy coffins and
flowers. He told me many times that he’d rather everyone just save
their money, put him in a cheap pine box, have a big party in his
honor and enjoy them selves remembering the fun times we had
together. He wouldn’t want me crying and carrying on about how I
feel and what an incredibly fantastic person he was. It would be
easier for me to follow his wishes and celebrate his life without all of
this grief if I thought that Joe really, really knew what he meant to
me and to all the rest of his family, friends and coworkers. He is left
us too quick and I don’t think we ever let him know how much he
was loved by all of us. Joe had a heart big enough to share with all
of us, his coworkers, his friends his family and even those he just
met or didn’t know. Joe gave and gave and gave to all of us, in the
end his heart just wasn’t big enough to keep himself going. Life
shines brighter for all of us because of you my friend; it just seems a
little dimmer right now.Tom ("the angry inch") 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tom Marron, 
 
 
 
 
Apple Valley, Minnesota 
 
 



Tom Marron - September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MH Dear Cindy, Jonathan and Hanna, I was so sad to hear of Joe's
passing.I first met Joe when he was staying in Galway, Ireland 6
years ago. He was always great company and so helpful.Nothing
was a problem for Joe.He was one of those just-do-it type of
guys.He was very kind to my family and made my boys laugh with
his goofey tricks.For my boys Joe was the generous American uncle
who brought them sand-dollars, sharks teeth and real Disneyland
sweaters.Joe was loyal and always stayed in touch with me despite
moving jobs. I met Joe again only last May-he was happier than
ever.We will all much Joe here in Galway.May I offer my deepest
sympathy to you Cindy,Jonathan and Hannah.May Joe rest in
peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Micheál Hayes, 
 
 
 
 
Galway 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Micheál Hayes - September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
Contact Me



AL Cindi,It's been years since I've seen you, but I feel compelled to
extend my sympathy to you. I just spoke with my mother who
informed me of Joe's sudden death. [She was one of the ladies who
served at his funeral luncheon today. I noticed a previous post from
Galway. She was born there.]I am so sorry for the loss of your dear
Joe. I hope you find comfort in the wonderful memories you shared
through all these years together. May God give you
peace.Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ann [Breitbach] Logelin, 
 
 
 
 
Waconia, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me





Ann [Breitbach] Logelin - September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe,You and the way you lived your life were about everything good
and right with the world. There is something special about someone
who is always ready with a smile. I never felt more welcomed into
the "family of friends" as when I moved here from California. I know
God had a very good reason for taking you now. If I don't believe
that, well, put me in a padded cell! I pray that Cindi, Johnathan and
Hannah will all come to understand it someday (and ALL OF US
too!). Thanks for the many laughs - thanks for the incredibly positive
attitude - thanks for never making ANYONE feel like an imposition.
YOU were a GIFT! May we all be better because we knew you.Love
to you...love to your family,Debbie Singh
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Joe. I hope you find comfort in the wonderful memories you shared
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MH Dear Cindy, Jonathan and Hanna, I was so sad to hear of Joe's
passing.I first met Joe when he was staying in Galway, Ireland 6
years ago. He was always great company and so helpful.Nothing
was a problem for Joe.He was one of those just-do-it type of
guys.He was very kind to my family and made my boys laugh with
his goofey tricks.For my boys Joe was the generous American uncle
who brought them sand-dollars, sharks teeth and real Disneyland
sweaters.Joe was loyal and always stayed in touch with me despite
moving jobs. I met Joe again only last May-he was happier than
ever.We will all much Joe here in Galway.May I offer my deepest
sympathy to you Cindy,Jonathan and Hannah.May Joe rest in
peace. 
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Micheál Hayes, 
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TM Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, I’d like to thank you from the bottom
of my heart for letting you share Joe with me.He meant the world to
me. Joe was my best friend and I feel honored that he allowed me
into the “Joe Miller circle of trust”. At anytime he could be my buddy,
a brother to me, a father figure, a boss, a mentor, and my confidant.
He was my own personal comedian. Whatever I needed he was
there. Joe was the person I knew I could call on anytime for
anything. He never judged me or put me off and seemed to
understand all of the little things in life that would frustrate or piss
me off. We shared many a pet peeve. I can not believe that he has
left us now and I feel lost, numb and cheated with the thought of
never, ever seeing or talking to him again.Over the last couple of
days I have spent a lot of time thinking about the things that Joe did
for me. It seems to be an almost unending list: He helped me
through the sudden death of my mother, my father’s accident and
his funeral, cleaning out my parents home, fixing my father’s house,
working on my daughter’s kitchen, helping me solve numerous
challenges at work, he loaned me money when I needed a few
bucks, picked me up or drove me home from bars when I might
have had too much fun, took me to hockey games, did woodworking
for me, bought me lunch way too many times and the list goes on
and on. As with most of us who were touched by Joe’s generosity,
the list of his gifts to me is very, very long and the list of mine to him
now seems to fall pitifully short. Of all the things that Joe did for me,
the most important thing he ever did was to be my friend. Especially
after the deaths of my parents, I talked to Joe almost every day and
he was always there for me, helping me through any and every
problem, frustration and issue that I had. Joe could always find a
way to help me put things back into perspective, with his own
unique, hilarious and sometimes even demented insight.Over the
last few years I had the privilege of sharing many conversations with
Joe (which were frequently aided with a few beers or glasses of
Jamison) about life and our own eventual deaths. I can share with
you that Joe was not afraid or scared of passing on. He told me
many times that when you’re gone, you’re gone. What’s left behind
is just a shell. He had faith that he’d move on to a better place



where people aren’t judged, discriminated against or looked down to
by anyone. He did not care about having a big funeral, having us
dress up in suits and ties; he didn’t care about fancy coffins and
flowers. He told me many times that he’d rather everyone just save
their money, put him in a cheap pine box, have a big party in his
honor and enjoy them selves remembering the fun times we had
together. He wouldn’t want me crying and carrying on about how I
feel and what an incredibly fantastic person he was. It would be
easier for me to follow his wishes and celebrate his life without all of
this grief if I thought that Joe really, really knew what he meant to
me and to all the rest of his family, friends and coworkers. He is left
us too quick and I don’t think we ever let him know how much he
was loved by all of us. Joe had a heart big enough to share with all
of us, his coworkers, his friends his family and even those he just
met or didn’t know. Joe gave and gave and gave to all of us, in the
end his heart just wasn’t big enough to keep himself going. Life
shines brighter for all of us because of you my friend; it just seems a
little dimmer right now.Tom ("the angry inch") 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tom Marron, 
 
 
 
 
Apple Valley, Minnesota 
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Contact Me





September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To my Joey, You were our true hero. You gave us sunshine on
gloomy days, you were our warmth on the cold days and your smile
is how we will remember you. So many asked how we could put up
with you at home because of all your antics but your love, support,
tenderness and guidance has given us a foundation that will pull us
through this big hurdle in our lives and it will be those memories of
the those 'antics' that will forever warm our hearts. Your wild and
crazy times will always bring smiles as we remember how you got
away with things. Your void will be felt not only by us but by many,
many others. You touched so many lives with your wit, smile and
willingness to help-they in return will help us in our mutual loss. You
were a big teddy bear-it felt so good to have your arms around us in
your big bear hugs. You gave so much of your time and talent to
others but were still able to be here with us. We are surrounded by
things/projects you created and now we know we are surrounded by
your love! You gave us life experiences and travel that will be
cherished forever.You will live on in our hearts and remembering
your smile will warm us on the cold/bleak days to come. Many of us
have wondered if you and uncle Dick have ended up on the
'naughty' cloud in heaven yet. The tiny ripples of love you shared
everyday with us have created waves and have been felt clear
'across the pond'. We are so fortunate for the time we had with you
and the foundation you have given us. Johnathan and Hannah are
and will be an extension of the best of you!! We will love you
forever-we are who we have become because of you! We thank
God that he gave us you for the time you were here. Hugs and
kisses to you buddy. We love you! You will be in our hearts forever!
Love, Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah





September 05, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I was so sorry to hear of your loss. The thoughts of many are with
you at this time of sorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
joel packard



RO

Richard Olson - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To my friend Mike and his family, I knew Joe through Mike and liked
him from the very first moment I met him. He was so
likeable...confident, funny, charismatic. Of course, like he did for so
many others, Joe selflessly helped me out in a time of need. I
needed work done on the ceiling of my house when I was getting
ready to sell it and he and Mike came over and got it done. There
are not a lot of people who would do that for someone that they
barely know. I know Joe was a great man. He will be missed but not
forgotten. I offer my condolences to his family and friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Richard Olson, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



PV

Paul Vajgrt - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Although I met Joe through work at St. Jude, I think of him first as a
friend and then as a colleague. My most vivid memory of Joe is from
about a year ago – I can still see him wearing his Hawaiian shirt,
pushing a little 8 pound lime green Oreck over the same swath of
junk carpet for a half hour, in an attempt to erase the evidence of a
“pumpkin gut” fight. He was popping off vintage-Joe one-liners the
entire time. To Joe’s family, I hope the hundreds of prayers said for
you are answered; that soon enough you can find peace in his
memory, and that thoughts of Joe will evoke only smiles and an
occasional gratifying tear. I know that Joe will live in our thoughts
forever, beaming with his enormous, genuine, contagious smile, and
reminding us of the passion, love, and generosity behind it. Simply
put, Joe Miller is unforgettable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Paul Vajgrt, 
 
 
 
 
St. Michael, Minnesota



ST

Sandy&Dan Taylor - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Paul, I am very sorry to hear about the loss of your brother, and our
prayers are with you and your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sandy&Dan Taylor, 
 
 
 
 
Schererville



CA To Joe’s family,I’m so sorry for your loss. He was a wonderful man. I
worked with Joe at St Jude. I have only known Joe for about a year
but will always remember his laugh and smile. There wasn’t a day
that went by where he wasn’t smiling. He seemed to have the ability
to engage anyone into conversation with his personality alone. Most
recently he baited me into a discussion on the difference between
homemade honey and store bought honey. I insisted there was a
difference and that homemade honey was better. I also told him if
he ever had it he wouldn’t buy it in the store again. He insisted there
was no difference. This went on for a bit and then he busrts out
laughing and said I was right. He then informed me that he made
honey. The very next day Joe brought me in a bottle of his honey in
a little bear bottle. The honey is gone but I still have the bottle and
will keep it forever. I will smile and think of Joe every time I use the
bottle and be assured there will be no store bought honey ever put
into it. Bless you all and may your many memories of Joe be with
you always. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Christine Aliaghai, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota 
 
 
 



Christine Aliaghai - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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Dan Pierstorff - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah;I've gotten to know Joe while working
with him at St. Jude Medical.His infectious laughter and joy for life
was shown everytime I saw him. He gave the most practical advice,
both professional and personal. "Family always comes first!", Joe
would say. My families thoughts and prayers go out to you and
everyone that had the pleasure of knowing Joe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dan Pierstorff, 
 
 
 
 
Minnetonka



DY

Debi Yang - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe is a person with great personality whom we here at SJM will
never forget. His smile and loud laughter will always remain with us.
My deepest symphathy to the Miller Family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Debi Yang, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota
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Sandy Gogue - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller Family:I worked with Paul at ADC and want to express
my deepest sympathy for your loss. You are in my thoughts and
prayers.Sandy Gogue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sandy Gogue, 
 
 
 
 
Olathe, Kansas
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Kyle Taylor - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I knew Joe from St. Jude and BSC and while I didn't work directly
with him, he made an immediate impact on me. His outgoing,
infectious personality and smile was something we all benefited
from. My deepest sympathies to you and your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kyle Taylor, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota



TF

Thao Family - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We are very sorry for your loss. Our doors will always be open to
your family as well as our hearts. Joe was an amazing man, father,
husband, and friend. He will be missed and Forever in our thoughts.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Thao Family, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



RH Miller Family,I had the honor of working with Joe at St. Jude Medical
and I can honestly say that he is one-in-a-million. What I loved best
about Joe is he always had a smile on his face...and his laugh; so
infectious...you just couldn't help but be a good mood when in his
company!!The other thing I loved (and many others that worked with
him) was when he would bring in his famous Chocolate Carmel
Oatmeal Bars. I transferred to a different building earlier this year
and he would email me asking if I was going to be in Maple Grove
because he was going to be bringing them in. We joked that he
should send me the entire pan in inter-office mail. He gave me the
recipe for them last summer and I made my very first batch last
night. I am working from the Maple Grove office today and we are
all enjoying Joe’s bars; they will now be known in my household as
the Joe Miller bars.My thoughts and prayers are with the family and
friends that love him and will miss him dearly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Rachael Hill, 
 
 
 
 
Otsego, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 



KT

Rachael Hill - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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and he would email me asking if I was going to be in Maple Grove
because he was going to be bringing them in. We joked that he
should send me the entire pan in inter-office mail. He gave me the
recipe for them last summer and I made my very first batch last
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all enjoying Joe’s bars; they will now be known in my household as
the Joe Miller bars.My thoughts and prayers are with the family and
friends that love him and will miss him dearly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Rachael Hill, 
 
 
 
 
Otsego, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 



Rachael Hill - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



TF

Thao Family - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We are very sorry for your loss. Our doors will always be open to
your family as well as our hearts. Joe was an amazing man, father,
husband, and friend. He will be missed and Forever in our thoughts.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Thao Family, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



RO

Richard Olson - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To my friend Mike and his family, I knew Joe through Mike and liked
him from the very first moment I met him. He was so
likeable...confident, funny, charismatic. Of course, like he did for so
many others, Joe selflessly helped me out in a time of need. I
needed work done on the ceiling of my house when I was getting
ready to sell it and he and Mike came over and got it done. There
are not a lot of people who would do that for someone that they
barely know. I know Joe was a great man. He will be missed but not
forgotten. I offer my condolences to his family and friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Richard Olson, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



ST

Sandy&Dan Taylor - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Paul, I am very sorry to hear about the loss of your brother, and our
prayers are with you and your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sandy&Dan Taylor, 
 
 
 
 
Schererville



DP

Dan Pierstorff - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah;I've gotten to know Joe while working
with him at St. Jude Medical.His infectious laughter and joy for life
was shown everytime I saw him. He gave the most practical advice,
both professional and personal. "Family always comes first!", Joe
would say. My families thoughts and prayers go out to you and
everyone that had the pleasure of knowing Joe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dan Pierstorff, 
 
 
 
 
Minnetonka



SG

Sandy Gogue - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller Family:I worked with Paul at ADC and want to express
my deepest sympathy for your loss. You are in my thoughts and
prayers.Sandy Gogue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sandy Gogue, 
 
 
 
 
Olathe, Kansas



CA To Joe’s family,I’m so sorry for your loss. He was a wonderful man. I
worked with Joe at St Jude. I have only known Joe for about a year
but will always remember his laugh and smile. There wasn’t a day
that went by where he wasn’t smiling. He seemed to have the ability
to engage anyone into conversation with his personality alone. Most
recently he baited me into a discussion on the difference between
homemade honey and store bought honey. I insisted there was a
difference and that homemade honey was better. I also told him if
he ever had it he wouldn’t buy it in the store again. He insisted there
was no difference. This went on for a bit and then he busrts out
laughing and said I was right. He then informed me that he made
honey. The very next day Joe brought me in a bottle of his honey in
a little bear bottle. The honey is gone but I still have the bottle and
will keep it forever. I will smile and think of Joe every time I use the
bottle and be assured there will be no store bought honey ever put
into it. Bless you all and may your many memories of Joe be with
you always. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Christine Aliaghai, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota 
 
 
 



Christine Aliaghai - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



PV

Paul Vajgrt - September 04, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Although I met Joe through work at St. Jude, I think of him first as a
friend and then as a colleague. My most vivid memory of Joe is from
about a year ago – I can still see him wearing his Hawaiian shirt,
pushing a little 8 pound lime green Oreck over the same swath of
junk carpet for a half hour, in an attempt to erase the evidence of a
“pumpkin gut” fight. He was popping off vintage-Joe one-liners the
entire time. To Joe’s family, I hope the hundreds of prayers said for
you are answered; that soon enough you can find peace in his
memory, and that thoughts of Joe will evoke only smiles and an
occasional gratifying tear. I know that Joe will live in our thoughts
forever, beaming with his enormous, genuine, contagious smile, and
reminding us of the passion, love, and generosity behind it. Simply
put, Joe Miller is unforgettable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Paul Vajgrt, 
 
 
 
 
St. Michael, Minnesota



TK

Tim Kramer - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah,Joe was a great individual who was
kind, caring and always helping others out. He loved his woodshop
and repaired several pieces of furniture that I will cherrish
forever.Remember Joe for his happy and joking personality. As Joe
would say, "for sure, for sure" and then roll out a laugh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tim Kramer, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



RG

Renee Gruidl - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To my big brother-Who other than Joe would take a weekend out of
their busy schedule, fly to Dallas and redo a bathroom in two days?
Who other than Joe would help me move many times and drive half
way across the country more than once?Your loyalty, laughter and
unconditional love have carried me through some of the bleakest
days of my life. I knew I could always depend on you for guidance,
support and advice. You never turned your back on me or my
family.My girls and I are here to help Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah
get through this difficult time, as you did for us.I thank God that you
were given to our family and that I had the honor to call you brother.
You will be dearly missed and we will forever feel your loss.Love
Always,Renee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Renee Gruidl, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



DL

Dennis Larson - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

The Miller Family, I had the pleasure of meeting Joe through his
friends at BSC. I did not get the chance to work with Joe, but saw
him at lunches and cabin outtings. Joe was the most upbeat person
I have met. He always had something funny to say, but was
thoughtful when things were more serious. His happy-go-lucky
attitude was a refreshing change. He will be deeply missed. God
Bless you and yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dennis Larson, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



DT Dear Miller Family,I am so sorry for your loss. I had the chance to
meet Joe through his brother Mike, who worked with me at PDI.
Several years ago, both he and Mike offered to come over to help
fix my roof, because I really could not afford to hire it out. They were
the greatest-- especially Joe, considering he didn't even know me. It
meant a lot to me and I wanted to make sure that Joe's wife and
children know how grateful I was for Joe's kindness and how sorry I
am for their loss.Deborah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Deborah Taylor, 
 
 
 
 
Little Canada, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JL

Deborah Taylor - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Jonas lim - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah,I was surprised by the passing of Joe.
I only started to know him when I went to a class with him this June.
He was always happy and easy-going. Always friendly and full of
laughter. You have my deepest sympathy and he will be greatly
missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jonas lim, 
 
 
 
 
St Paul, Minnesota



DG

Dee Gross - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindy and Family, How sorry we are to hear of your great loss.
We're only sorry we never had the chance to meet this great
husband of yours.You all are in our prayers.God Bless .......Bob &
Dee Gross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dee Gross, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Park, MN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



AB

Ann Bartunek - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah-Although I didn't know Joe real well I
knew enough of him to know that he was a very kind, caring, funny,
loving,giving man and he lived life to the fullest. I can only imagine
what a difficult time this is and will be for you and all the people he
touched in his life. Hold onto his love and all the wonderful
memories you made together as a family. Your Christmas letters
always amazed me with the many adventures you had. Keep
making them in honor of Joe!Your family is in my prayers
always.Ann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ann Bartunek, 
 
 
 
 
brooklyn park, Minnesota



KL

Kristi Lilly - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi,Johnathan & Hannah,I know we've never met, but you are in
my prayers. I was so fortunate to know Joe- I worked with him for
quite a few years at Boston Scientific. Along with so many others,
he had a lasting impact on me too, especially as a new engineer.
He was such fun to work with, he really made it not seem like
"work". He was a genius as far as I'm concerned, infectious in
laughter, and so giving. He gave me career and engineering advice
that really impacted me. I loved listening to all his stories about
house projects and things he would tackle, out of shear interest in
improving things and helping others. I especially loved that Joe
could bake and even had the time and generosity to bring it in to
work. I still have his amazing recipe for his famous caramel
brownies. They were the best brownies I'd ever had. I bet he
invented them, too.I know the world is a much better place because
of Joe. There really aren't many that have left such a legacy and
impact as him, and in such a selfless way.Sincerely,Kristi Lilly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kristi Lilly, 
 
 
 
 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota



KW To Joe's Family,I had the pleasure of working with Joe at Mentor
Corp, BSC and St. Jude. Each time he would leave one company
for another, I would eventually (and quite coincidentally) follow.
When I finally landed here at St. Jude, I sent him an e-mail
announcing that we were colleagues once again, to which he
replied, "STOP STALKING ME!!!" I will always remember and
cherish is mischievous sense of humor, his intelligence, and how he
was always fun to be around.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ken Wagner, 
 
 
 
 
Cottage Grove, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Ken Wagner - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM



CS Cindi, Johnathan, Hannah and the Miller family.I am very sorry to
hear of your loss. I worked for Joe at BSC for about a year before
leaving the company to pursue other career opportunities. Joe was
a good boss to have. Not only was he willing to share his
engineering knowledge with me to help me be a better technician
but he was always fun to be around. His sense of humor helped me
get through some of the longer days at work and he was always
good at getting a smile or a chuckle out of everyone around him. I
took my first business trip with him to San Fransisco. It was a good
work experience overall and it was fun going to D&B's eating dinner
and playing arcade games. Then he told the engineers that we were
working with there that we had an early flight home (we had a late
afternoon flight), then we went site seeing for the day and wouldn't
you know it, when we got to the airport later in the day we ran into
the engineer that we had told that we had an early flight-oops.
Again, I'm sorry to hear of the loss. Joe will not be forgotten.Chris
Schwab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chris Schwab, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota 
 
 
 



Chris Schwab - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JA

Jesse anderson - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe was one of the most caring and helpful people that I have had
the pleasure of calling my friend. He will be greatly missed. Do you
know what the first signs of missing Joe are? A burning sensation
deep down in your heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jesse anderson, 
 
 
 
 
Elk River, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MF

Mary Featherston - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I worked with Joe over ten years ago at Mentor but still remember
his laugh and his jokes and his readiness to help out with a project.
My sympathy to the whole Miller family - please know that there are
a lot of people that you've never heard of who will remember Joe
with fondness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mary Featherston, 
 
 
 
 
Victoria, Minnesota



PB

Paul Briest - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am very sad to hear the news. Joe and I worked together at BSC
for a short time but he made a lasting impact on me. His joy for life
was never ending and contagious to all. He will be missed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Paul Briest, 
 
 
 
 
Burnsville, Minnesota



TK

Tim Kramer - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah,Joe was a great individual who was
kind, caring and always helping others out. He loved his woodshop
and repaired several pieces of furniture that I will cherrish
forever.Remember Joe for his happy and joking personality. As Joe
would say, "for sure, for sure" and then roll out a laugh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tim Kramer, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



DB To Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah,My deepest sympathies go out to
you all. I can say that it was not just a pleasure, but also a privilege
knowing and working with Joe. His uncanny ability to always have a
cheery, upbeat attitude still baffles me to this day. Was the man ever
NOT happy?Our weekend trip to Rome while living in Ireland is
something that I will never forget. I’m sure he told you, but one of
the highlights for me was almost being arrested by the police for
riding the local bus without a ticket. Things were never dull when
you were around Joe. To throw out one of his favorite quotes…”Fer
sure, fer sure”Joe has touched so many lives as shown by the
numerous entries in this guest book. I feel privileged to be able to
add an entry of my own to his legacy. May these positive messages
bring you a little comfort in this trying time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dave Broman, 
 
 
 
 
Rogers, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DL

Dave Broman - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
Contact Me

Dennis Larson - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

The Miller Family, I had the pleasure of meeting Joe through his
friends at BSC. I did not get the chance to work with Joe, but saw
him at lunches and cabin outtings. Joe was the most upbeat person
I have met. He always had something funny to say, but was
thoughtful when things were more serious. His happy-go-lucky
attitude was a refreshing change. He will be deeply missed. God
Bless you and yours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dennis Larson, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



EG

Erica Gruidl - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We are so sorry to hear about the loss of Joe. He was a great guy
who we were privileged to know. He always made us feel welcome
at any of the Miller family gatherings. Last year in Dallas he was the
stability that everyone needed. Your entire family is in our
prayers.Brian and Erica Gruidl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Erica Gruidl, 
 
 
 
 
Davenport, Florida 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JL

Jonas lim - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah,I was surprised by the passing of Joe.
I only started to know him when I went to a class with him this June.
He was always happy and easy-going. Always friendly and full of
laughter. You have my deepest sympathy and he will be greatly
missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jonas lim, 
 
 
 
 
St Paul, Minnesota



RH

Randy Hanson - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe, Most of my memories of you go back 35 years or so. Every
time I listen to Billy Joel or Jefferson Starship I think of you. Every
time I see a muscle car I think of your '67 Plymouth with the white
interior. Every time I see Snoopy I think of the "looking bored is
easier on the eyes" picture that hung outside your bedroom. Your
striped fishing shirt. Driving back from El Paso with you. Your
incredibly unique sense of humor. GONNA MISS YOU JOE
COOL.Hanny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Randy Hanson, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota



AB

Ann Bartunek - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah-Although I didn't know Joe real well I
knew enough of him to know that he was a very kind, caring, funny,
loving,giving man and he lived life to the fullest. I can only imagine
what a difficult time this is and will be for you and all the people he
touched in his life. Hold onto his love and all the wonderful
memories you made together as a family. Your Christmas letters
always amazed me with the many adventures you had. Keep
making them in honor of Joe!Your family is in my prayers
always.Ann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ann Bartunek, 
 
 
 
 
brooklyn park, Minnesota



GH Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah - our family is deeply saddened by
the loss of Joe. My remembrances of Joe are that he lived life to the
fullest with an incredible level of curiosity, passion and sense of
humor. Just as Joe made many impressions here on earth, I have a
feeling that Heaven will not be the same from here on out as well. I
always loved conversing with Joe because I knew exactly where he
stood on everything. He wore his heart on his sleeve and never
minced words. Joe and I started our careers together in 1984 and
while we worked together for just three years, we did our best to
stay in touch over the years whether it was an occasional lunch or
during some of the busier years, reading the Miller family Christmas
letter. I was always amazed at the number of interesting family
activities and outings that Joe and Cindi would organize. Joe loved
to teach and mentor, in particular, Johnathan. I know those
memories and lessons will be lasting. Cindi - I also want to thank
you for your diligence over the years in sending birthday cards to
everyone. My children always love getting "real" mail and your cards
are always a highlight in their day. You and your family will
undoubtedly face challenging times ahead, but as I have been told
by those much smarter than me on these matters, the Lord does not
place burdens upon you that He knows you could not handle. Your
family will be in our prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Greg Hammond, 
 
 
 



Greg Hammond - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



KW To Joe's Family,I had the pleasure of working with Joe at Mentor
Corp, BSC and St. Jude. Each time he would leave one company
for another, I would eventually (and quite coincidentally) follow.
When I finally landed here at St. Jude, I sent him an e-mail
announcing that we were colleagues once again, to which he
replied, "STOP STALKING ME!!!" I will always remember and
cherish is mischievous sense of humor, his intelligence, and how he
was always fun to be around.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ken Wagner, 
 
 
 
 
Cottage Grove, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Ken Wagner - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM



SR

Steve and Melissa Frohrip (Friends of Renee) - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family and Gruidl Family,Joe exemplified life as it's best.
He was a good Christian man who had diversified interests from
bee keeping to sailing. He had a good work ethic and treated people
with honesty, dignity and pride. He did it all with a tremendous zest
for life. What a joy he was! Joe was an excellent son, brother,
husband, father, uncle, friend. Joe will be deeply missed by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve and Melissa Frohrip (Friends of Renee), 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JA

Jesse anderson - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe was one of the most caring and helpful people that I have had
the pleasure of calling my friend. He will be greatly missed. Do you
know what the first signs of missing Joe are? A burning sensation
deep down in your heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jesse anderson, 
 
 
 
 
Elk River, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



CD To Joe's family,I must admit I entered this guestbook with sadness,
but was immediately welcomed by Joe's amazing smile and I felt
better instantly. His smile and laughter will stay with me for a very
long time! I worked with Joe at BSC and wanted to share a memory
with you (you'll probably remember the damage!). I remember
standing there in the stent manufacturing area at BSC with Joe
trying to figure out how to clamp a piece of plastic so it could have a
hole drilled into it (yes, I was too lazy to walk to the machine shop).
Of course, Joe immediately "came to my rescue" and grabbed the
drill and piece of plastic. He said, "Here, let me try. This shouldn't be
hard." Then, to my horror, he began drilling the plastic piece while
holding it in his other hand. Yes, you guessed right...the drill went
through the plastic piece and straight into the palm of his hand.
Youch!!!! He just laughed and said, "What a dumb a**!" I remember
it vividly because he stood there the whole time with that famous
smile on his face and I kept thinking, "Jesus, he's amazing! I'd be
crying and he's standing there making jokes." But hey, that was Joe,
right? :-)He will be greatly missed!Christy Dunne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Christine Dunne, 
 
 
 
 
Otsego, Minnesota 
 
 



PB

Christine Dunne - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me

Paul Briest - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am very sad to hear the news. Joe and I worked together at BSC
for a short time but he made a lasting impact on me. His joy for life
was never ending and contagious to all. He will be missed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Paul Briest, 
 
 
 
 
Burnsville, Minnesota



PG

Pat & Connie Greig - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear about the tragic news about Joe. Your family is in
our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pat & Connie Greig, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota



DB To Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah,My deepest sympathies go out to
you all. I can say that it was not just a pleasure, but also a privilege
knowing and working with Joe. His uncanny ability to always have a
cheery, upbeat attitude still baffles me to this day. Was the man ever
NOT happy?Our weekend trip to Rome while living in Ireland is
something that I will never forget. I’m sure he told you, but one of
the highlights for me was almost being arrested by the police for
riding the local bus without a ticket. Things were never dull when
you were around Joe. To throw out one of his favorite quotes…”Fer
sure, fer sure”Joe has touched so many lives as shown by the
numerous entries in this guest book. I feel privileged to be able to
add an entry of my own to his legacy. May these positive messages
bring you a little comfort in this trying time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dave Broman, 
 
 
 
 
Rogers, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DM

Dave Broman - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
Contact Me

Deirdre McMahon - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi and Family, I'm very sorry to hear of Joe's tragic passing. I
had the pleasure of meeting Joe in MN and on his many visits to
Galway. He was fantastic company and a real joy to work with. My
thoughts are with you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Deirdre McMahon, 
 
 
 
 
Galway



EG

Erica Gruidl - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We are so sorry to hear about the loss of Joe. He was a great guy
who we were privileged to know. He always made us feel welcome
at any of the Miller family gatherings. Last year in Dallas he was the
stability that everyone needed. Your entire family is in our
prayers.Brian and Erica Gruidl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Erica Gruidl, 
 
 
 
 
Davenport, Florida 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



VM

Velda Melland - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

What a fun person to work with and to know, we will miss you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Velda Melland, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



RH

Randy Hanson - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe, Most of my memories of you go back 35 years or so. Every
time I listen to Billy Joel or Jefferson Starship I think of you. Every
time I see a muscle car I think of your '67 Plymouth with the white
interior. Every time I see Snoopy I think of the "looking bored is
easier on the eyes" picture that hung outside your bedroom. Your
striped fishing shirt. Driving back from El Paso with you. Your
incredibly unique sense of humor. GONNA MISS YOU JOE
COOL.Hanny 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Randy Hanson, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota



SL Cindi, John and Hannah,I'm so sorry for your loss. As I'm sure you
know more than us, Joe was an amazing guy who touched many
people in his unique way. I was fortunate enough to work and
become friends with him at BSC and maintain that friendship when
he left. I looked forward to having lunch, a beer (or whiskey or pina
colada) or just to go for a ride on the bikes with him. His honest,
forthright view of the world was always refreshing. You can be proud
that he touched so many people in such a positive manner. He was
a “giver” and will truly be missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve Laudenbach, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Steve Laudenbach - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Contact Me



GH Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah - our family is deeply saddened by
the loss of Joe. My remembrances of Joe are that he lived life to the
fullest with an incredible level of curiosity, passion and sense of
humor. Just as Joe made many impressions here on earth, I have a
feeling that Heaven will not be the same from here on out as well. I
always loved conversing with Joe because I knew exactly where he
stood on everything. He wore his heart on his sleeve and never
minced words. Joe and I started our careers together in 1984 and
while we worked together for just three years, we did our best to
stay in touch over the years whether it was an occasional lunch or
during some of the busier years, reading the Miller family Christmas
letter. I was always amazed at the number of interesting family
activities and outings that Joe and Cindi would organize. Joe loved
to teach and mentor, in particular, Johnathan. I know those
memories and lessons will be lasting. Cindi - I also want to thank
you for your diligence over the years in sending birthday cards to
everyone. My children always love getting "real" mail and your cards
are always a highlight in their day. You and your family will
undoubtedly face challenging times ahead, but as I have been told
by those much smarter than me on these matters, the Lord does not
place burdens upon you that He knows you could not handle. Your
family will be in our prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Greg Hammond, 
 
 
 



Greg Hammond - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



AG

Amanda Gruidl - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Joe, He was one of a kind and he made the world a better place.
Always heping others and making jokes. I admired his gutsiness in
telling them too. I was fortunate enough to have him as an uncle but
I feel I didn't know him well enough. I have my memories though,
mostly of my sister and I being his and Cindi's guinea pig children.
Going sailing with him and Cindi and the kids. All the Christmas's
we had together and all the times he came down to Texas to help
my mom. Joe sure has affected alot of people and made some days
brighter and he will truly be missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Amanda Gruidl, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota



SR

Steve and Melissa Frohrip (Friends of Renee) - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family and Gruidl Family,Joe exemplified life as it's best.
He was a good Christian man who had diversified interests from
bee keeping to sailing. He had a good work ethic and treated people
with honesty, dignity and pride. He did it all with a tremendous zest
for life. What a joy he was! Joe was an excellent son, brother,
husband, father, uncle, friend. Joe will be deeply missed by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve and Melissa Frohrip (Friends of Renee), 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



TO

Tim O'Connor - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan, Hannah,Sorry to hear of your great loss, I had the
privilage to work with Joe when he was in Ireland some years ago,
he was a really great guy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tim O'Connor, 
 
 
 
 
Galway



CD To Joe's family,I must admit I entered this guestbook with sadness,
but was immediately welcomed by Joe's amazing smile and I felt
better instantly. His smile and laughter will stay with me for a very
long time! I worked with Joe at BSC and wanted to share a memory
with you (you'll probably remember the damage!). I remember
standing there in the stent manufacturing area at BSC with Joe
trying to figure out how to clamp a piece of plastic so it could have a
hole drilled into it (yes, I was too lazy to walk to the machine shop).
Of course, Joe immediately "came to my rescue" and grabbed the
drill and piece of plastic. He said, "Here, let me try. This shouldn't be
hard." Then, to my horror, he began drilling the plastic piece while
holding it in his other hand. Yes, you guessed right...the drill went
through the plastic piece and straight into the palm of his hand.
Youch!!!! He just laughed and said, "What a dumb a**!" I remember
it vividly because he stood there the whole time with that famous
smile on his face and I kept thinking, "Jesus, he's amazing! I'd be
crying and he's standing there making jokes." But hey, that was Joe,
right? :-)He will be greatly missed!Christy Dunne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Christine Dunne, 
 
 
 
 
Otsego, Minnesota 
 
 



Christine Dunne - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



RM

Russ Miner - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, Joe was always a bright light in the
world. His humor, laughter and good nature will be missed. We will
keep you all in our prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Russ Miner, 
 
 
 
 
Forest Lake, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



PG

Pat & Connie Greig - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear about the tragic news about Joe. Your family is in
our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pat & Connie Greig, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota



SF

Scott Storrick & family - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller's,Our deepest thoughts and prayers go to you at this
difficult time. It has been a pleasure getting to know Joe through his
unwavering support of the kids' activities. A recent favorite memory
was Joe's participation in the paintball trip by the boys' tennis team
this past spring. Lots of fun and laughs~Please let us know if there
is anything we can do to help at this tough time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Scott Storrick & family, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



DM

Deirdre McMahon - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi and Family, I'm very sorry to hear of Joe's tragic passing. I
had the pleasure of meeting Joe in MN and on his many visits to
Galway. He was fantastic company and a real joy to work with. My
thoughts are with you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Deirdre McMahon, 
 
 
 
 
Galway



JY Cindi, Jonathan & Hannah:My thoughts and prayers have been with
your family since hearing of the tragic news. As with my fathers
recent passing, I have found myself reflecting on my short friendship
with Joe. All that seems to bleed through are smiles, laughter and
fond memories of our time at St. Jude in what we called the "HR
Free Zone."Having sat next to Joe for nearly a year, he offered not
only sound engineering advice but proven life lessons. When most
had gone home and I was struggling with my dad's final days
battling cancer, Joe lifted my spirits and gave me hope that new
beginnings often come after other things have ended.What I most
would like to share is the love he had for his family. He expressed it
often and was so proud of Jonathan and Hannah. He embraced
their differences as human beings and took great pride in their
growth as independent individuals in recent years.May your faith
and strength guide you through these tough times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jason Yoder, 
 
 
 
 
New Hope, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 



VM

Jason Yoder - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me

Velda Melland - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

What a fun person to work with and to know, we will miss you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Velda Melland, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



SJ

Shauna Jozwiak - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Miller Family:I heard the horrific news yesterday. Joe was a
pleasure to work with. He made everybody smile. Joe will be deeply
missed by all his friends and collegues at St. Jude Medical. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Shauna Jozwiak, 
 
 
 
 
Champlin, Minnesota



SL Cindi, John and Hannah,I'm so sorry for your loss. As I'm sure you
know more than us, Joe was an amazing guy who touched many
people in his unique way. I was fortunate enough to work and
become friends with him at BSC and maintain that friendship when
he left. I looked forward to having lunch, a beer (or whiskey or pina
colada) or just to go for a ride on the bikes with him. His honest,
forthright view of the world was always refreshing. You can be proud
that he touched so many people in such a positive manner. He was
a “giver” and will truly be missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve Laudenbach, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Steve Laudenbach - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Contact Me

September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Joes Family,Many of us worked with Joe in Ireland over the
years with BSC and he was always a great friend and just a fun
person to be with. During his extended stays in Galway he worked
closely with us and was respected by all as a good engineer and
good friend. He was defined by his sense of adventure, integrity and
fun. We are deeply saddened by his loss and our prayers are with
his family and friends in the USA.Ar dheis De go raibh a anamChris
Frawley (Galway) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chris frawley



AG

Amanda Gruidl - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Joe, He was one of a kind and he made the world a better place.
Always heping others and making jokes. I admired his gutsiness in
telling them too. I was fortunate enough to have him as an uncle but
I feel I didn't know him well enough. I have my memories though,
mostly of my sister and I being his and Cindi's guinea pig children.
Going sailing with him and Cindi and the kids. All the Christmas's
we had together and all the times he came down to Texas to help
my mom. Joe sure has affected alot of people and made some days
brighter and he will truly be missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Amanda Gruidl, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota



RE

Rob Eyers - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi & Kids,I had the pleasure of working with Joe while he was in
BSC. His ability to bring laughter and joy to his colleagues will be
truly missed. My heart goes out to you and your family at this time of
utmost sorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Rob Eyers, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



TO

Tim O'Connor - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan, Hannah,Sorry to hear of your great loss, I had the
privilage to work with Joe when he was in Ireland some years ago,
he was a really great guy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tim O'Connor, 
 
 
 
 
Galway



PM So Bro,What cu doing up there? You’re not messing with everyone
are you, have you done the pull my finger with the angels yet?
Andrea thinks you’ll stick the kids’ fingers in their Birthday cake and
call their parents to blame the kids like you use to do with her. I’m
betting you’ll find some mischievous way to get a laugh and keep
‘em on their toes, just like you did here. Do you have time to ride
your cycle?Everyone misses you more than you can imagine,
everyone. As you know, I was a mess when I found out you’d
moved along, couldn’t stop crying. Getting better, whenever I see a
picture or share a story or think of how life won't seem as rich
without you here to share it the waterworks start again. Remember
last Christmas making sugar cookies, geez, they were awesome.
Always a family favorite, Joe falling asleep in his mashed potatoes
in the high chair, I know you got tired of that one. One of my
favorites is putting up Renee’s fence last summer in Dallas with you
and Mike, joking around at Home Depot, digging holes with the
auger, pouring cement, all of us working together and sweating like
race horses! I think we had that section of the fence down and up in
a few hours. Nothing was impossible for you to do. Gotta say I’m
more than a little pissed you left the dance early though. Be sure to
take a look at the funeral, Cindy’s asking everyone to dress in
Hawaiian shirts, it’ll make the best of a sad affair. I know it’s exactly
what you’d want, never did like suits much. In our day to day rush
I’m not sure we ever take time to relish and share how much people
mean to us. I remember a couple phone calls telling you how good I
thought you were, talking thru problems, but never getting to the
good stuff. You’re one of a kind Joe. The list of attributes goes on
and on as many of your friends have written. Ultimately I think
you’re just a great person that was willing to help anyone. I’m proud
of you and I hope you know how much we all love you. Miss you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paul Miller - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

~  
 
 
 
Paul Miller, 
 
 
 
 
Rocklin, California



RM

Russ Miner - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, Joe was always a bright light in the
world. His humor, laughter and good nature will be missed. We will
keep you all in our prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Russ Miner, 
 
 
 
 
Forest Lake, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



DB Cindi, John & Hannah:I'm sure you realize what a wonderful
husband and father you were blessed with. Who else would drive all
the way to Dayton, Ohio to spend a weekend with a bunch of
drumline teenagers??? Not to mention carting around all the band
parents who needed rides and making several trips to local stores to
get food, ice and prom decorations. I told Joe I would not go into a
store with him because he played with everything on the shelves
and was downright embarassing! We will all miss the laughter Joe
provided that helped break up the long band and drumline
performance days. We are keeping you in our prayers, and if you
need anything please don't hesitate to call us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dave & Lori Jansen & boys, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SF

Dave & Lori Jansen & boys - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
Contact Me

Scott Storrick & family - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller's,Our deepest thoughts and prayers go to you at this
difficult time. It has been a pleasure getting to know Joe through his
unwavering support of the kids' activities. A recent favorite memory
was Joe's participation in the paintball trip by the boys' tennis team
this past spring. Lots of fun and laughs~Please let us know if there
is anything we can do to help at this tough time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Scott Storrick & family, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



MF

Mary Featherston - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I worked with Joe over ten years ago at Mentor but still remember
his laugh and his jokes and his readiness to help out with a project.
My sympathy to the whole Miller family - please know that there are
a lot of people that you've never heard of who will remember Joe
with fondness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mary Featherston, 
 
 
 
 
Victoria, Minnesota



JY Cindi, Jonathan & Hannah:My thoughts and prayers have been with
your family since hearing of the tragic news. As with my fathers
recent passing, I have found myself reflecting on my short friendship
with Joe. All that seems to bleed through are smiles, laughter and
fond memories of our time at St. Jude in what we called the "HR
Free Zone."Having sat next to Joe for nearly a year, he offered not
only sound engineering advice but proven life lessons. When most
had gone home and I was struggling with my dad's final days
battling cancer, Joe lifted my spirits and gave me hope that new
beginnings often come after other things have ended.What I most
would like to share is the love he had for his family. He expressed it
often and was so proud of Jonathan and Hannah. He embraced
their differences as human beings and took great pride in their
growth as independent individuals in recent years.May your faith
and strength guide you through these tough times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jason Yoder, 
 
 
 
 
New Hope, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 



SJ

Jason Yoder - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me

Shauna Jozwiak - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Miller Family:I heard the horrific news yesterday. Joe was a
pleasure to work with. He made everybody smile. Joe will be deeply
missed by all his friends and collegues at St. Jude Medical. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Shauna Jozwiak, 
 
 
 
 
Champlin, Minnesota





September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Joes Family,Many of us worked with Joe in Ireland over the
years with BSC and he was always a great friend and just a fun
person to be with. During his extended stays in Galway he worked
closely with us and was respected by all as a good engineer and
good friend. He was defined by his sense of adventure, integrity and
fun. We are deeply saddened by his loss and our prayers are with
his family and friends in the USA.Ar dheis De go raibh a anamChris
Frawley (Galway) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chris frawley



CS Cindi, Johnathan, Hannah and the Miller family.I am very sorry to
hear of your loss. I worked for Joe at BSC for about a year before
leaving the company to pursue other career opportunities. Joe was
a good boss to have. Not only was he willing to share his
engineering knowledge with me to help me be a better technician
but he was always fun to be around. His sense of humor helped me
get through some of the longer days at work and he was always
good at getting a smile or a chuckle out of everyone around him. I
took my first business trip with him to San Fransisco. It was a good
work experience overall and it was fun going to D&B's eating dinner
and playing arcade games. Then he told the engineers that we were
working with there that we had an early flight home (we had a late
afternoon flight), then we went site seeing for the day and wouldn't
you know it, when we got to the airport later in the day we ran into
the engineer that we had told that we had an early flight-oops.
Again, I'm sorry to hear of the loss. Joe will not be forgotten.Chris
Schwab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chris Schwab, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota 
 
 
 



Chris Schwab - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



KL

Kristi Lilly - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi,Johnathan & Hannah,I know we've never met, but you are in
my prayers. I was so fortunate to know Joe- I worked with him for
quite a few years at Boston Scientific. Along with so many others,
he had a lasting impact on me too, especially as a new engineer.
He was such fun to work with, he really made it not seem like
"work". He was a genius as far as I'm concerned, infectious in
laughter, and so giving. He gave me career and engineering advice
that really impacted me. I loved listening to all his stories about
house projects and things he would tackle, out of shear interest in
improving things and helping others. I especially loved that Joe
could bake and even had the time and generosity to bring it in to
work. I still have his amazing recipe for his famous caramel
brownies. They were the best brownies I'd ever had. I bet he
invented them, too.I know the world is a much better place because
of Joe. There really aren't many that have left such a legacy and
impact as him, and in such a selfless way.Sincerely,Kristi Lilly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kristi Lilly, 
 
 
 
 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota



DG

Dee Gross - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindy and Family, How sorry we are to hear of your great loss.
We're only sorry we never had the chance to meet this great
husband of yours.You all are in our prayers.God Bless .......Bob &
Dee Gross 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dee Gross, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Park, MN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



DT Dear Miller Family,I am so sorry for your loss. I had the chance to
meet Joe through his brother Mike, who worked with me at PDI.
Several years ago, both he and Mike offered to come over to help
fix my roof, because I really could not afford to hire it out. They were
the greatest-- especially Joe, considering he didn't even know me. It
meant a lot to me and I wanted to make sure that Joe's wife and
children know how grateful I was for Joe's kindness and how sorry I
am for their loss.Deborah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Deborah Taylor, 
 
 
 
 
Little Canada, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



RG

Deborah Taylor - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Renee Gruidl - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To my big brother-Who other than Joe would take a weekend out of
their busy schedule, fly to Dallas and redo a bathroom in two days?
Who other than Joe would help me move many times and drive half
way across the country more than once?Your loyalty, laughter and
unconditional love have carried me through some of the bleakest
days of my life. I knew I could always depend on you for guidance,
support and advice. You never turned your back on me or my
family.My girls and I are here to help Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah
get through this difficult time, as you did for us.I thank God that you
were given to our family and that I had the honor to call you brother.
You will be dearly missed and we will forever feel your loss.Love
Always,Renee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Renee Gruidl, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



DB Cindi, John & Hannah:I'm sure you realize what a wonderful
husband and father you were blessed with. Who else would drive all
the way to Dayton, Ohio to spend a weekend with a bunch of
drumline teenagers??? Not to mention carting around all the band
parents who needed rides and making several trips to local stores to
get food, ice and prom decorations. I told Joe I would not go into a
store with him because he played with everything on the shelves
and was downright embarassing! We will all miss the laughter Joe
provided that helped break up the long band and drumline
performance days. We are keeping you in our prayers, and if you
need anything please don't hesitate to call us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dave & Lori Jansen & boys, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Dave & Lori Jansen & boys - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
Contact Me



RE

Rob Eyers - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi & Kids,I had the pleasure of working with Joe while he was in
BSC. His ability to bring laughter and joy to his colleagues will be
truly missed. My heart goes out to you and your family at this time of
utmost sorrow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Rob Eyers, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



PM So Bro,What cu doing up there? You’re not messing with everyone
are you, have you done the pull my finger with the angels yet?
Andrea thinks you’ll stick the kids’ fingers in their Birthday cake and
call their parents to blame the kids like you use to do with her. I’m
betting you’ll find some mischievous way to get a laugh and keep
‘em on their toes, just like you did here. Do you have time to ride
your cycle?Everyone misses you more than you can imagine,
everyone. As you know, I was a mess when I found out you’d
moved along, couldn’t stop crying. Getting better, whenever I see a
picture or share a story or think of how life won't seem as rich
without you here to share it the waterworks start again. Remember
last Christmas making sugar cookies, geez, they were awesome.
Always a family favorite, Joe falling asleep in his mashed potatoes
in the high chair, I know you got tired of that one. One of my
favorites is putting up Renee’s fence last summer in Dallas with you
and Mike, joking around at Home Depot, digging holes with the
auger, pouring cement, all of us working together and sweating like
race horses! I think we had that section of the fence down and up in
a few hours. Nothing was impossible for you to do. Gotta say I’m
more than a little pissed you left the dance early though. Be sure to
take a look at the funeral, Cindy’s asking everyone to dress in
Hawaiian shirts, it’ll make the best of a sad affair. I know it’s exactly
what you’d want, never did like suits much. In our day to day rush
I’m not sure we ever take time to relish and share how much people
mean to us. I remember a couple phone calls telling you how good I
thought you were, talking thru problems, but never getting to the
good stuff. You’re one of a kind Joe. The list of attributes goes on
and on as many of your friends have written. Ultimately I think
you’re just a great person that was willing to help anyone. I’m proud
of you and I hope you know how much we all love you. Miss you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paul Miller - September 03, 2008 at 12:00 AM

~  
 
 
 
Paul Miller, 
 
 
 
 
Rocklin, California



BP Dear Cindi and Kids. I really don't know what to say, I'm still in
shock after hearing the news from Tom Finke. Joe and I didn't hang
around together much, but whenever we did get together, he can
make an unhappy day into a Great Day! I just want you to know my
thoughts and Prayers go out to you and your kids, and the rest of
the Family and his many Friends! Take Care, Be Strong, and Live
Life, Like Joe would want you too! God Bless You!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Brad Peterreins, 
 
 
 
 
Denver, Colorado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me





Brad Peterreins - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah:Words cannot express the depth of
our sorrow for your loss. Joe has been there for so many people -
as a great husband, father, neighbor, or friend. He will always be
fondly remembered for his gifts of generosity, mischievousness, and
friendliness. He will continue to be in our thoughts, and we will
always smile when we think of him.You have been richly blessed
with Joe's presence in your lives, and we know that he considered
each of you a blessing in return. Family came first to him, and each
of you has very unique and special memories to help give you
strength in this difficult time.We are there for you in whatever way
you need us to be.Glenn, Geri, Jake, and Luke Pedersen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



JI

John Ibeling - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I walked in to work this morning and heard the news. I have sat next
to Joe for quite some time here at St. Jude. Needless to say I am
stunned and deeply saddened. Your family will be in our prayers.
John IbelingSt. Jude Medical 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
John Ibeling, 
 
 
 
 
Otsego, Minnesota



LN

Lisa Ness - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah:We are so sorry to hear of your loss.
Joe was a great man-fun to be around. He light up a room and
made all feel welcome. He will be missed by all whose life he
touched!The Ness'-Rick, Lisa and Jourdan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Lisa Ness, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids



BP

Beth Peltonen - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi,Johnathan & Hannah,You know he was one and will always
be the best brother-in-law, uncle anyone could ever ask for. He lived
his life to the fullest all the time. I know my boys will always
remember him as "Stuck in the Mud" Joe, and all the fun and goofy
things he would teach them. You all know he will always be with you
in heart and mind.Love you always,Beth Peltonen and Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Beth Peltonen, 
 
 
 
 
Elk River, Minnesota



RB My family and I had the honor of spending time with Joe and his
family. We travelled together several times and would sometimes
come together just for a meal.Joe was a truly unique individual, a
sharp mind and wit, he had insight and prespective that solved
complex engineering problems and reduced them to simple terms.
He was hands-on, and did many of his own home improvement
projects, built furniture, or cabinetry. But through his busy life Joe
maintained a sense of humor that rivaled a teenage prankster.While
this seems enough, Joe and Cindi maintaned a family life that
seemed to be something from a lost era. Their children were the
focus of Joe's life and Joe travelled extensively with the family and
did many activities together that helped maintain the closeness of a
truly loving family.Even with the normal demands of work, family,
and life, Joe was always willing to give a helping hand to friends or
family. Moving people to new homes, small or large building
projects, advice, or encouragement were available at a moment's
notice. Joe's faith and commitment were remarkable. Joe and his
family travelled with a mission group to New Orleans to help
renovate homes damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Joe volunteered for
a middle-of-the-night shift for Perpetual Adoration at his Parish.Joe
was genuine.His passing has brought sadness to myself and my
family. We share many parallels that seem to make our lives a
reflection of Joe and his family. We share the same wedding
aniversary, down to the same year and city of the wedding. We also
have 2 children, a boy and a girl, of roughly the same ages. We
shared many of the same philosophies and goals. The times spent
together are truly memorable and treasured.It has also brought an
awareness of my own mortality, and reminds me and my loved ones
that we need to enjoy each other and our time together. Each day
on earth is a gift from the Creator, as Joe now reminds us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ronald Bradley - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

~  
 
 
 
Ronald Bradley, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MO Cindy, Jonathan & Hannah:Our hearts go out to you during this
difficult time. Words cannot express how sorry we are for the loss of
your husband/father. We lovingly remember all the Dance trips we
took together and loved reading through the Christmas' letters of
changes and growth each year of your family. Know that Joe is
resting in Heaven with the Angels, and lean on your faith during this
difficult time. Jonathan and Hannah - you made your dad very
proud! Cindy - you were the love of his life. Hold onto the memories
you share, and take him with you in your hearts everywhere you go.
He will always watch over each of you, and lovingly look down and
smile. Take solace in knowing the three of you were his whole life!
Look at all the woodwork he did, and remember the hours of love he
put into everything he built. Always remember how much he loved
each of you! Look to God and remember we don't always
understand "WHY", but we have to let go and trust. If there is
anything that we can do, please don't hesitate to contact us.
Sending you all our love and prayers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Melissa, Mekayla & Ryan Olson, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota 
 
 
 



Melissa, Mekayla & Ryan Olson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



AH

Adam Huot - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am shocked and saddened to hear of your loss. Joe was a
colleague of mine at Boston Scientific. Joe spent his time with us at
the office much the same way he lived his life outside of work.
Genuine, talented and hilarious are words that come to mind when I
think of Joe. My prayers are with you during this impossible
time.Sincerely,Adam Huot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Adam Huot, 
 
 
 
 
Woodbury, Minnesota



JP Dear Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah (and all of Joe’s family),I am so
sorry and saddened to hear about the loss of one of the greatest
persons I have EVER known. My heart goes out to your family in
this time of sadness. Just remember how he brought a smile to your
face or made you laugh when you were down. I know how much his
family means to him, as I’ve had the pleasure of hearing about the
weekends and family vacations for years.Joe did more for others
than he did for himself. Everyone that has come in contact with Joe
has learned something, either personally, professionally, or from the
advice he gave on a project around the house. He was the most
selfless person I know. When everyone else was taken care of,
that’s when Joe would take time for himself.He brought so many
smiles to so many faces, even to people who didn’t know him (trust
me, I was there). When people overheard what he said, the looks
on their faces were so priceless, as was his huge smile and loud
laugh!Joe was one of the gang. He was one of my best friends over
the last 10 years. If I was ever in a bad mood, I knew soon, with a
phone call or seeing him, it would not last long. At the end of every
day I knew I would go home with a smile, shaking my head, thinking
“where does this guy come up with all of this stuff?” He had a
comment for EVERYTHING a person said (you know he was just
waiting to use it).If there is ever anything I can do, do not hesitate to
call.Joe will be missed by all. His life may have been taken from us
too soon, but his advice, humor and Joe-isms will remain with
everyone for a lifetime! The great memories will keep Joe with
everyone!Love,Jon and Michelle Patterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 



Jon Patterson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Jon Patterson, 
 
 
 
 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



C(

Carlene Garrick (Olson) - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, I am so sorry to read about your
loss. I know that we have never met and I haven't talked to Joe
since high school, but I will never forget what a great friend he was
to everyone that had the pleasure of being in his company. My
prayers are with you and your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Carlene Garrick (Olson), 
 
 
 
 
Anoka, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



PB

patsy bishop - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. My prayers are with you and your
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
patsy bishop, 
 
 
 
 
Lake Elmo, Minnesota



TB Cindi, Johnathan, & Hannah:It is so difficult to put into words the
sorrow we feel in losing such a loving friend.We feel so fortunate to
have been able to travel with Joe and your family on vacations.
When looking through pictures of our vactions we found that Joe
was always in the center of the activities with the children. When in
the pool, all the children would be hanging from his arms and
around his neck. He was always involved in whatever the kids were
doing. We will always remember stomping grapes at Biltmore
Estate, riding the waves in the Atlantic Ocean, the sail boat ride in
Charleston, the rodeo in Texas, the Space Museum in Kansas, and
the many other things that we shared. Joe would always make the
trips fun and exciting. We will never forget all the laughs. Joe would
stop and buy fireworks during our trips and then set them off for all
to enjoy on the Fourth of July.Everyone that knew Joe knows that
he did things to enrich and make his family's life better. You were
his top priority. The trips that you took as a family to Ireland, Europe,
Alaska, Hawaii, Disney Cruise, Florida, Texas, Charleston and
numerous other destinations will be memories that you will have for
a lifetime. They will be special memories that you will cherish and
hold close to your hearts. Joe was always there to help us out.
When we got a flat tire in St. Cloud in the middle of the night - on a
work night - he got out of bed and came to help us get home. When
we ran out of honey - Joe the Bee Keeper would replenish our
supply. Joe was there when we needed help with woodworking
things on our home. He was always willing to borrow a tool, the
trailer, or make suggestions on how to accomplish a task. He has
touched so many lives and been so unselfish and giving of himself.
We can all learn so much from the examples he has set.Joe was a
great cook and would share his food with us. Ron and Joe would
take cooking classes together at the Canyon Grill in Coon Rapids.
Joe bought Ron his first set of ramikins and torch to make Creme
Brule.Joe shared his passion for Gopher hockey with Ron. They
would go and sit in Joe's outstanding seats. They enjoyed the
game, enjoyed each other's company, and of course the banter and
jokes that would go back and forth from the time they met to the
time they departed from one another. The friendship that Ron had



with Joe was truly special.When we think of the Millers - we think of
Joe, Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah and how much they have
become part of our family. It is hard to bear that we have to let one
go - each one is precious to us. We will always remember Joe and
he will live through each of us and our memories of times
past.Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah - always know that we are here
for you. Never hesitate to call or ask for help. We love you and you
will be in our prayers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Terri Bradley, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Terri Bradley - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM



NM Cindi, Jonathon, Hannah, and all those who have had the
opportunity to know and love Joe. I am hearbroken for your loss. As
long as I have known Joe (and that has been a long time), he has
been the most caring person, even in the middle of his jokes and
lighthearted bantering. You are indeed blessed to have had this time
with him, and will undoubtedly miss him with your every breath.
Keep him close in your hearts, and hear his laugh in everything you
do! Try to celebrate Joe's time here on earth, as he tried to
celebrate each and every day, too! Joes request for Aloha attire in
his honor is appropriate as:"Aloha" is more than a word of greeting
or farewell or a salutation."Aloha" means mutual regard and
affection and extends warmth in caring with no obligation in
return."Aloha" is the essence of relationships in which each person
is important to every other person for collective existence."Aloha"
means to hear what is not said, to see what cannot be seen and to
know the unknowable. Joe was certainly an embodiment of "Aloha".
Although he was not Hawaiian in body, he is Aloha in his spirit.Take
care and keep his joy of life close to you always! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Natalie Miller, 
 
 
 
 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 
 
 



Natalie Miller - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JC

John & Helen Conklin - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We only meet Joe once at Amy and Jeff's wedding here in Florida
but he made an impression, a true human being who put others
before himself. Human beings are had to come by so he will be
missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
John & Helen Conklin, 
 
 
 
 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MS

Mary Ann Sallman - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, I am so sorry for your loss. Your family will be in my prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mary Ann Sallman, 
 
 
 
 
Ramsey, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



CF

Chris & Janet Fletcher - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We know Beth P. from Navarre Corp. , as we work with her and
Brian in the past. So sorry to hear about your loss. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you and your family. Our deepest sympathy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chris & Janet Fletcher, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota



JB

Jim & Pauline Borucki - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe was a great friend and was always full of energy. He had a
great laugh and would always keep things light before the stressful
tests at the U (and he usually got the highest scores, too).He was
always willing to help out and I'll always remember how he helped
me roof my house in 90 degree temps. He was a very skillful
craftsman in everything he worked on.He will be greatly missed by
all and I will always remember his enthusiasm for his friends and
family - "for sure for sure". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jim & Pauline Borucki, 
 
 
 
 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota



PL

Pamela Lewis - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathy. I only had the chance to meet Joe a couple
of times but it was truly an honor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pamela Lewis, 
 
 
 
 
Frisco, Texas





September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah:Words cannot express the depth of
our sorrow for your loss. Joe has been there for so many people -
as a great husband, father, neighbor, or friend. He will always be
fondly remembered for his gifts of generosity, mischievousness, and
friendliness. He will continue to be in our thoughts, and we will
always smile when we think of him.You have been richly blessed
with Joe's presence in your lives, and we know that he considered
each of you a blessing in return. Family came first to him, and each
of you has very unique and special memories to help give you
strength in this difficult time.We are there for you in whatever way
you need us to be.Glenn, Geri, Jake, and Luke Pedersen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



JG From the first time I had the pleasure to meet Joe, he had me
laughing. He always had something funny to say. I admired him for
how giving he was. Always lending a helping hand to those who
needed help. Although I am far away and only had the honor of
spending a short amount of time with him, I will miss him, and I will
think of him often. My thoughts and prayers and with Cindy, the
kids, his mom, and Renee along with the rest of the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Julie Gunn, 
 
 
 
 
Keller, Texas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Julie Gunn - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM



BP Dear Cindi and Kids. I really don't know what to say, I'm still in
shock after hearing the news from Tom Finke. Joe and I didn't hang
around together much, but whenever we did get together, he can
make an unhappy day into a Great Day! I just want you to know my
thoughts and Prayers go out to you and your kids, and the rest of
the Family and his many Friends! Take Care, Be Strong, and Live
Life, Like Joe would want you too! God Bless You!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Brad Peterreins, 
 
 
 
 
Denver, Colorado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



CM

Brad Peterreins - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Chuck, Teri, Elise, Carl Madden - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jon & Hannah, Our hearts go out to you in this difficult time
and the days ahead. Joe's life was cut way too short. Helping
someone out was so characteristic of Joe, it makes sense to us his
last act was just that. He lived his life setting the bar very high for
the rest of us. We are sorry for your loss and glad for the time you
shared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chuck, Teri, Elise, Carl Madden, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



JP Dear Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah (and all of Joe’s family),I am so
sorry and saddened to hear about the loss of one of the greatest
persons I have EVER known. My heart goes out to your family in
this time of sadness. Just remember how he brought a smile to your
face or made you laugh when you were down. I know how much his
family means to him, as I’ve had the pleasure of hearing about the
weekends and family vacations for years.Joe did more for others
than he did for himself. Everyone that has come in contact with Joe
has learned something, either personally, professionally, or from the
advice he gave on a project around the house. He was the most
selfless person I know. When everyone else was taken care of,
that’s when Joe would take time for himself.He brought so many
smiles to so many faces, even to people who didn’t know him (trust
me, I was there). When people overheard what he said, the looks
on their faces were so priceless, as was his huge smile and loud
laugh!Joe was one of the gang. He was one of my best friends over
the last 10 years. If I was ever in a bad mood, I knew soon, with a
phone call or seeing him, it would not last long. At the end of every
day I knew I would go home with a smile, shaking my head, thinking
“where does this guy come up with all of this stuff?” He had a
comment for EVERYTHING a person said (you know he was just
waiting to use it).If there is ever anything I can do, do not hesitate to
call.Joe will be missed by all. His life may have been taken from us
too soon, but his advice, humor and Joe-isms will remain with
everyone for a lifetime! The great memories will keep Joe with
everyone!Love,Jon and Michelle Patterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 



Jon Patterson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Jon Patterson, 
 
 
 
 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JE

Judy Ekern - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe at both MedAmicus and Boston Scientific. He was always
smiling and good for a joke. He beamed when he spoke of his
family. We will surely miss him. My sincerest condolences to Cindi,
Johnathan, and Hannah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Judy Ekern, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota



PB

patsy bishop - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. My prayers are with you and your
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
patsy bishop, 
 
 
 
 
Lake Elmo, Minnesota



GO Cindi, Johnathon and Hannah - I don't know what to say except that
I am so sorry to hear about Joe's unexpected and tragic passing
this weekend. I know he was a wonderful husband, son and brother,
and although I've never met you Johnathon and Hannah, I know
your dad was a caring, fun and loving father to the both of you.
Thinking back to the many times Joe and I spent together in high
school and after, he always had a way of making your day
brighter....a quick joke, a good natured ribbing or just his infectious
smile, you couldn't help but smile when Joe was around. He was a
great friend and he will truly be missed by his family and his many
friends and lives that he touched.Please know that our thoughts and
prayers are with you now in this time of saddness. If there is
anything that we can do let us know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Greg & Regina Olson, 
 
 
 
 
Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greg & Regina Olson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
Contact Me



JC

John & Helen Conklin - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We only meet Joe once at Amy and Jeff's wedding here in Florida
but he made an impression, a true human being who put others
before himself. Human beings are had to come by so he will be
missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
John & Helen Conklin, 
 
 
 
 
St. Petersburg, Florida 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



DV

Daniel VanCamp - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am very sad to hear of your loss. Joe was honest, enthusiastic and
positive and his loss will be felt by many. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Daniel VanCamp, 
 
 
 
 
Elk River, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



CF

Chris & Janet Fletcher - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We know Beth P. from Navarre Corp. , as we work with her and
Brian in the past. So sorry to hear about your loss. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you and your family. Our deepest sympathy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chris & Janet Fletcher, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota



MK

Mark Kraus - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,I am deeply saddened by the news of Joe's
passing. The world was a better place with Joe around.My thoughts
and prayers are with you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mark Kraus, 
 
 
 
 
Minnesota



PL

Pamela Lewis - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

My deepest sympathy. I only had the chance to meet Joe a couple
of times but it was truly an honor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pamela Lewis, 
 
 
 
 
Frisco, Texas



BB

Bob Bursaw - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah...Our hearts go out to you at Joe's
tragic passing. He was one of a kind, and anyone who met Joe
couldn't help but like him. If there is anything we can do to help
support you, please let us know. Our prayers are with you.Bob and
Mary Bursaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Bob Bursaw, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota



JG From the first time I had the pleasure to meet Joe, he had me
laughing. He always had something funny to say. I admired him for
how giving he was. Always lending a helping hand to those who
needed help. Although I am far away and only had the honor of
spending a short amount of time with him, I will miss him, and I will
think of him often. My thoughts and prayers and with Cindy, the
kids, his mom, and Renee along with the rest of the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Julie Gunn, 
 
 
 
 
Keller, Texas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



EE

Julie Gunn - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Erin Ernst - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. Joe was such a pleasure to work with
during his time at Boston Scientific. He was always quick with a
smile, joke, and offering help whenever needed. He will be greatly
missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Erin Ernst, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



CM

Chuck, Teri, Elise, Carl Madden - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jon & Hannah, Our hearts go out to you in this difficult time
and the days ahead. Joe's life was cut way too short. Helping
someone out was so characteristic of Joe, it makes sense to us his
last act was just that. He lived his life setting the bar very high for
the rest of us. We are sorry for your loss and glad for the time you
shared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chuck, Teri, Elise, Carl Madden, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



RL I was stunned to hear this news. I worked with Joe during his time at
St. Jude and grew to appreciate his honesty in friendship and good
nature. He was deeply committed to his family, friends, and church
and did not hesitate to provide his time, advice, or guidance to those
of us who where privileged to know him. Joe was a good man in
every sense of the word and he will be missed deeply. The Lehnert
family offers its prayers to the Miller family for the Lord to provide
them the strength and guidance through this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Rick & Donna Lehnert, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JE

Rick & Donna Lehnert - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Judy Ekern - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe at both MedAmicus and Boston Scientific. He was always
smiling and good for a joke. He beamed when he spoke of his
family. We will surely miss him. My sincerest condolences to Cindi,
Johnathan, and Hannah. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Judy Ekern, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota



MC

Mark Christianson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am deeply saddened to hear the news that Joe passed away this
weekend. I remember him as such a happy and positive person,
and I know many will mourn his loss. My thoughts and prayers are
with your family. God bless. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mark Christianson, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



GO Cindi, Johnathon and Hannah - I don't know what to say except that
I am so sorry to hear about Joe's unexpected and tragic passing
this weekend. I know he was a wonderful husband, son and brother,
and although I've never met you Johnathon and Hannah, I know
your dad was a caring, fun and loving father to the both of you.
Thinking back to the many times Joe and I spent together in high
school and after, he always had a way of making your day
brighter....a quick joke, a good natured ribbing or just his infectious
smile, you couldn't help but smile when Joe was around. He was a
great friend and he will truly be missed by his family and his many
friends and lives that he touched.Please know that our thoughts and
prayers are with you now in this time of saddness. If there is
anything that we can do let us know. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Greg & Regina Olson, 
 
 
 
 
Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greg & Regina Olson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
Contact Me



MK

Melinda Kovach - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,I am so deeply sorry for your loss. Joe was a joy
to work with - his love of family and zeal for life will be missed by us
all. My prayers are with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Melinda Kovach, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



DV

Daniel VanCamp - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am very sad to hear of your loss. Joe was honest, enthusiastic and
positive and his loss will be felt by many. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Daniel VanCamp, 
 
 
 
 
Elk River, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



PN

Peter Ness - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,It has been a pleasure to work with Joe and get
to know him over the past year or so. I have been impressed time
and again by his work ethic and integrity both on the job and at
home. He was a testament to what a family man should be, always
letting people know that his faith and family come first. He also had
such a remarkable willingness to help others, even when it involved
significant personal sacrifice. He did all this with a great attitude and
sense of humor.My prayers are with you during this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Peter Ness, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



MK

Mark Kraus - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,I am deeply saddened by the news of Joe's
passing. The world was a better place with Joe around.My thoughts
and prayers are with you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mark Kraus, 
 
 
 
 
Minnesota



SS

Sue Saltarelli - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller Family,I am so sorry to hear about the lossof Joe. I
worked with Paul at ADC and friends with Joyce. Joyce andPaul, I
am so very sorry about Joe.It is a very difficult thing to lose aclose
family member. My thoughts and prayers are with you all at thissad
time.Sue Saltarelli 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sue Saltarelli, 
 
 
 
 
Bloomington, Minnesota



BB

Bob Bursaw - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah...Our hearts go out to you at Joe's
tragic passing. He was one of a kind, and anyone who met Joe
couldn't help but like him. If there is anything we can do to help
support you, please let us know. Our prayers are with you.Bob and
Mary Bursaw 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Bob Bursaw, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota



MM Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, I am so sorry for your loss. Joe
meant so much to each of us. There is so much I want to say –It is
amazing seeing everything that everybody has to say about Joe.
Thank you everyone!Our family is devastated by this loss. Joe was
the rock that we all turned to in times of trouble. He would fix a
leaking toilet on Thanksgiving or help fix a sticking fence at a family
reunion, it didn’t matter. He would help re-plumb the basement or
help build your deck. If you asked he would come. As you can see
by the other posts here, he would help anybody and everybody, he
was special. I was always telling him that he needed to take more
time for himself but that is not who Joe was. My Brother taught me
so much about so many different things. He taught me
woodworking, he helped me with my very first project - a cradle for
my newborn son. He taught me how to jump into any kind of project
and how to not be afraid to make mistakes and how to learn from
them-. Joe taught me how to laugh at myself and not take myself
too seriously. He had such a unique sense of humor. Family
gatherings were not complete until Joe got there. He would brighten
up a room as soon as he walked in. He was a funny, funny guy!Most
importantly, Joe taught me generosity, he taught me how to give
without judging. He taught by example, by giving both money and
his precious time without question. I only hope that I can teach my
children and others as well as Joe taught me.Joe is missed
tremendously by all of us. Mike Miller and Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mike Miller, 
 



Mike Miller - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
Red Wing, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



EE

Erin Ernst - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. Joe was such a pleasure to work with
during his time at Boston Scientific. He was always quick with a
smile, joke, and offering help whenever needed. He will be greatly
missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Erin Ernst, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



TL

Todd and Lisa Latterell - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,We are saddened to hear the news of Joe. Both
my husband and I had the pleasure of working with Joe (me at St.
Jude and Todd at Enpath). His laughter, spirit, and insight will truly
be missed. Our thoughts are with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Todd and Lisa Latterell, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



RL I was stunned to hear this news. I worked with Joe during his time at
St. Jude and grew to appreciate his honesty in friendship and good
nature. He was deeply committed to his family, friends, and church
and did not hesitate to provide his time, advice, or guidance to those
of us who where privileged to know him. Joe was a good man in
every sense of the word and he will be missed deeply. The Lehnert
family offers its prayers to the Miller family for the Lord to provide
them the strength and guidance through this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Rick & Donna Lehnert, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



IJ

Rick & Donna Lehnert - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Ivan Jankovic - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am beyond shocked and saddened.I had the pleasure of working
with and learning from Joe while at St.Jude, we sat across from
each other for almost a year.I use some of his great sayings and
jokes daily.We kept in close touch even after my move to Europe
and then to CA.You will be greatly missed my friend,Ivan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ivan Jankovic, 
 
 
 
 
Costa Mesa, California



MC

Mark Christianson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am deeply saddened to hear the news that Joe passed away this
weekend. I remember him as such a happy and positive person,
and I know many will mourn his loss. My thoughts and prayers are
with your family. God bless. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mark Christianson, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



GF

Gary Fariss - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan, and Hannah,I had the pleasure of working with Joe
and getting to know him over the last 1-1/2 years. He was truly a joy
to be around and worked hard, but never took his work too
seriously. He often said ' Family is what matters most' and he lived
that credo daily. He will be missed by many. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Gary Fariss, 
 
 
 
 
Shoreview, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MK

Melinda Kovach - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,I am so deeply sorry for your loss. Joe was a joy
to work with - his love of family and zeal for life will be missed by us
all. My prayers are with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Melinda Kovach, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JN

Jolynn Nelson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller family,I had the privilege to work with Joe at both
Mentor and BSC. I'm so sorry to hear of your loss. Joe was a great
guy, very skilled and dedicated. He will be missed. Our thoughts are
with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jolynn Nelson, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



PN

Peter Ness - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,It has been a pleasure to work with Joe and get
to know him over the past year or so. I have been impressed time
and again by his work ethic and integrity both on the job and at
home. He was a testament to what a family man should be, always
letting people know that his faith and family come first. He also had
such a remarkable willingness to help others, even when it involved
significant personal sacrifice. He did all this with a great attitude and
sense of humor.My prayers are with you during this difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Peter Ness, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



JS

Jeff Strong - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe was a mentor to me and I distincly remember they day he hired
me at Boston Scientific :) I had the privlage of working with Joe at
both BSC and St. Jude Medical. Joe you will be missed by many!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jeff Strong, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



SS

Sue Saltarelli - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller Family,I am so sorry to hear about the lossof Joe. I
worked with Paul at ADC and friends with Joyce. Joyce andPaul, I
am so very sorry about Joe.It is a very difficult thing to lose aclose
family member. My thoughts and prayers are with you all at thissad
time.Sue Saltarelli 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sue Saltarelli, 
 
 
 
 
Bloomington, Minnesota



SL On behalf of several of us at Boston Scientific we are saddened by
the passing of Joe. Many of us here worked closely with him for
several years. We witnessed strong ethics and a dedication to doing
excellent work. His dedication to his family was on display in his
office and the walls were brimming of hand drawn pictures and
notes from his children. His spirit and love for life made an indellible
impact. He will be missed by us all.Sincerely,Steve Larsen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve Larsen, 
 
 
 
 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Steve Larsen - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM



MM Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, I am so sorry for your loss. Joe
meant so much to each of us. There is so much I want to say –It is
amazing seeing everything that everybody has to say about Joe.
Thank you everyone!Our family is devastated by this loss. Joe was
the rock that we all turned to in times of trouble. He would fix a
leaking toilet on Thanksgiving or help fix a sticking fence at a family
reunion, it didn’t matter. He would help re-plumb the basement or
help build your deck. If you asked he would come. As you can see
by the other posts here, he would help anybody and everybody, he
was special. I was always telling him that he needed to take more
time for himself but that is not who Joe was. My Brother taught me
so much about so many different things. He taught me
woodworking, he helped me with my very first project - a cradle for
my newborn son. He taught me how to jump into any kind of project
and how to not be afraid to make mistakes and how to learn from
them-. Joe taught me how to laugh at myself and not take myself
too seriously. He had such a unique sense of humor. Family
gatherings were not complete until Joe got there. He would brighten
up a room as soon as he walked in. He was a funny, funny guy!Most
importantly, Joe taught me generosity, he taught me how to give
without judging. He taught by example, by giving both money and
his precious time without question. I only hope that I can teach my
children and others as well as Joe taught me.Joe is missed
tremendously by all of us. Mike Miller and Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mike Miller, 
 



Mike Miller - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
Red Wing, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JB

Jeff, Lynn, Chantel and Danny Bernstrom - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah:Although just meeting Joe a few
months ago, I feel like I've lost a true friend. He was such a giving
man. And talk about funny. He was one of the funniest guys I've
ever met. As soon as I'd see him I would start to smile. He will be
deeply missed by me and my family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jeff, Lynn, Chantel and Danny Bernstrom, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



TL

Todd and Lisa Latterell - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Dear Miller Family,We are saddened to hear the news of Joe. Both
my husband and I had the pleasure of working with Joe (me at St.
Jude and Todd at Enpath). His laughter, spirit, and insight will truly
be missed. Our thoughts are with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Todd and Lisa Latterell, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



KR

Kelly Reinking(co-worker) - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Joe's family:My thoughts and prayers go out to you for the loss of
such a great man. I had the honor of working with him, and you
won't find a greater man. He will be missed dearly! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kelly Reinking(co-worker), 
 
 
 
 
St. Michael, Minnesota



IJ

Ivan Jankovic - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am beyond shocked and saddened.I had the pleasure of working
with and learning from Joe while at St.Jude, we sat across from
each other for almost a year.I use some of his great sayings and
jokes daily.We kept in close touch even after my move to Europe
and then to CA.You will be greatly missed my friend,Ivan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ivan Jankovic, 
 
 
 
 
Costa Mesa, California



PE

Phil Ebeling - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi and Family,I had the great honor of working with Joe at both
BSC and St. Jude. His spirit and zeal for life will truly be missed.Be
comforted in the fact that he is in a better place. May God watch
over you and keep you all in this time of need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Phil Ebeling, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



GF

Gary Fariss - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan, and Hannah,I had the pleasure of working with Joe
and getting to know him over the last 1-1/2 years. He was truly a joy
to be around and worked hard, but never took his work too
seriously. He often said ' Family is what matters most' and he lived
that credo daily. He will be missed by many. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Gary Fariss, 
 
 
 
 
Shoreview, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MB

Michael Brenzel - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller Family,We will all truly miss Joe. His laughter, energy,
and enthusiasm were always guaranteed and enjoyed by all. We
wish you all great comfort in this tremendously trying time. Joe was
a great human, truly living life, it was a pleasure and a gift to know
him. With our deepest sympathies,Mike Brenzel, Saint Jude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Michael Brenzel, 
 
 
 
 
Saint Paul, Minnesota



JN

Jolynn Nelson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller family,I had the privilege to work with Joe at both
Mentor and BSC. I'm so sorry to hear of your loss. Joe was a great
guy, very skilled and dedicated. He will be missed. Our thoughts are
with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jolynn Nelson, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JI

John Ibeling - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I walked in to work this morning and heard the news. I have sat next
to Joe for quite some time here at St. Jude. Needless to say I am
stunned and deeply saddened. Your family will be in our prayers.
John IbelingSt. Jude Medical 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
John Ibeling, 
 
 
 
 
Otsego, Minnesota



JS

Jeff Strong - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe was a mentor to me and I distincly remember they day he hired
me at Boston Scientific :) I had the privlage of working with Joe at
both BSC and St. Jude Medical. Joe you will be missed by many!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jeff Strong, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



RB My family and I had the honor of spending time with Joe and his
family. We travelled together several times and would sometimes
come together just for a meal.Joe was a truly unique individual, a
sharp mind and wit, he had insight and prespective that solved
complex engineering problems and reduced them to simple terms.
He was hands-on, and did many of his own home improvement
projects, built furniture, or cabinetry. But through his busy life Joe
maintained a sense of humor that rivaled a teenage prankster.While
this seems enough, Joe and Cindi maintaned a family life that
seemed to be something from a lost era. Their children were the
focus of Joe's life and Joe travelled extensively with the family and
did many activities together that helped maintain the closeness of a
truly loving family.Even with the normal demands of work, family,
and life, Joe was always willing to give a helping hand to friends or
family. Moving people to new homes, small or large building
projects, advice, or encouragement were available at a moment's
notice. Joe's faith and commitment were remarkable. Joe and his
family travelled with a mission group to New Orleans to help
renovate homes damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Joe volunteered for
a middle-of-the-night shift for Perpetual Adoration at his Parish.Joe
was genuine.His passing has brought sadness to myself and my
family. We share many parallels that seem to make our lives a
reflection of Joe and his family. We share the same wedding
aniversary, down to the same year and city of the wedding. We also
have 2 children, a boy and a girl, of roughly the same ages. We
shared many of the same philosophies and goals. The times spent
together are truly memorable and treasured.It has also brought an
awareness of my own mortality, and reminds me and my loved ones
that we need to enjoy each other and our time together. Each day
on earth is a gift from the Creator, as Joe now reminds us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ronald Bradley - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

~  
 
 
 
Ronald Bradley, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



SL On behalf of several of us at Boston Scientific we are saddened by
the passing of Joe. Many of us here worked closely with him for
several years. We witnessed strong ethics and a dedication to doing
excellent work. His dedication to his family was on display in his
office and the walls were brimming of hand drawn pictures and
notes from his children. His spirit and love for life made an indellible
impact. He will be missed by us all.Sincerely,Steve Larsen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve Larsen, 
 
 
 
 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Steve Larsen - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM



MO Cindy, Jonathan & Hannah:Our hearts go out to you during this
difficult time. Words cannot express how sorry we are for the loss of
your husband/father. We lovingly remember all the Dance trips we
took together and loved reading through the Christmas' letters of
changes and growth each year of your family. Know that Joe is
resting in Heaven with the Angels, and lean on your faith during this
difficult time. Jonathan and Hannah - you made your dad very
proud! Cindy - you were the love of his life. Hold onto the memories
you share, and take him with you in your hearts everywhere you go.
He will always watch over each of you, and lovingly look down and
smile. Take solace in knowing the three of you were his whole life!
Look at all the woodwork he did, and remember the hours of love he
put into everything he built. Always remember how much he loved
each of you! Look to God and remember we don't always
understand "WHY", but we have to let go and trust. If there is
anything that we can do, please don't hesitate to contact us.
Sending you all our love and prayers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Melissa, Mekayla & Ryan Olson, 
 
 
 
 
Andover, Minnesota 
 
 
 



JB

Melissa, Mekayla & Ryan Olson - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me

Jeff, Lynn, Chantel and Danny Bernstrom - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah:Although just meeting Joe a few
months ago, I feel like I've lost a true friend. He was such a giving
man. And talk about funny. He was one of the funniest guys I've
ever met. As soon as I'd see him I would start to smile. He will be
deeply missed by me and my family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jeff, Lynn, Chantel and Danny Bernstrom, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota



AH

Adam Huot - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

I am shocked and saddened to hear of your loss. Joe was a
colleague of mine at Boston Scientific. Joe spent his time with us at
the office much the same way he lived his life outside of work.
Genuine, talented and hilarious are words that come to mind when I
think of Joe. My prayers are with you during this impossible
time.Sincerely,Adam Huot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Adam Huot, 
 
 
 
 
Woodbury, Minnesota



KR

Kelly Reinking(co-worker) - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Joe's family:My thoughts and prayers go out to you for the loss of
such a great man. I had the honor of working with him, and you
won't find a greater man. He will be missed dearly! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kelly Reinking(co-worker), 
 
 
 
 
St. Michael, Minnesota



LN

Lisa Ness - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah:We are so sorry to hear of your loss.
Joe was a great man-fun to be around. He light up a room and
made all feel welcome. He will be missed by all whose life he
touched!The Ness'-Rick, Lisa and Jourdan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Lisa Ness, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids



PE

Phil Ebeling - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi and Family,I had the great honor of working with Joe at both
BSC and St. Jude. His spirit and zeal for life will truly be missed.Be
comforted in the fact that he is in a better place. May God watch
over you and keep you all in this time of need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Phil Ebeling, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



BP

Beth Peltonen - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi,Johnathan & Hannah,You know he was one and will always
be the best brother-in-law, uncle anyone could ever ask for. He lived
his life to the fullest all the time. I know my boys will always
remember him as "Stuck in the Mud" Joe, and all the fun and goofy
things he would teach them. You all know he will always be with you
in heart and mind.Love you always,Beth Peltonen and Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Beth Peltonen, 
 
 
 
 
Elk River, Minnesota



MB

Michael Brenzel - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the Miller Family,We will all truly miss Joe. His laughter, energy,
and enthusiasm were always guaranteed and enjoyed by all. We
wish you all great comfort in this tremendously trying time. Joe was
a great human, truly living life, it was a pleasure and a gift to know
him. With our deepest sympathies,Mike Brenzel, Saint Jude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Michael Brenzel, 
 
 
 
 
Saint Paul, Minnesota



JB

Jim & Pauline Borucki - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Joe was a great friend and was always full of energy. He had a
great laugh and would always keep things light before the stressful
tests at the U (and he usually got the highest scores, too).He was
always willing to help out and I'll always remember how he helped
me roof my house in 90 degree temps. He was a very skillful
craftsman in everything he worked on.He will be greatly missed by
all and I will always remember his enthusiasm for his friends and
family - "for sure for sure". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jim & Pauline Borucki, 
 
 
 
 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota



NM Cindi, Jonathon, Hannah, and all those who have had the
opportunity to know and love Joe. I am hearbroken for your loss. As
long as I have known Joe (and that has been a long time), he has
been the most caring person, even in the middle of his jokes and
lighthearted bantering. You are indeed blessed to have had this time
with him, and will undoubtedly miss him with your every breath.
Keep him close in your hearts, and hear his laugh in everything you
do! Try to celebrate Joe's time here on earth, as he tried to
celebrate each and every day, too! Joes request for Aloha attire in
his honor is appropriate as:"Aloha" is more than a word of greeting
or farewell or a salutation."Aloha" means mutual regard and
affection and extends warmth in caring with no obligation in
return."Aloha" is the essence of relationships in which each person
is important to every other person for collective existence."Aloha"
means to hear what is not said, to see what cannot be seen and to
know the unknowable. Joe was certainly an embodiment of "Aloha".
Although he was not Hawaiian in body, he is Aloha in his spirit.Take
care and keep his joy of life close to you always! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Natalie Miller, 
 
 
 
 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 
 
 



Natalie Miller - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MS

Mary Ann Sallman - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, I am so sorry for your loss. Your family will be in my prayers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mary Ann Sallman, 
 
 
 
 
Ramsey, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



TB Cindi, Johnathan, & Hannah:It is so difficult to put into words the
sorrow we feel in losing such a loving friend.We feel so fortunate to
have been able to travel with Joe and your family on vacations.
When looking through pictures of our vactions we found that Joe
was always in the center of the activities with the children. When in
the pool, all the children would be hanging from his arms and
around his neck. He was always involved in whatever the kids were
doing. We will always remember stomping grapes at Biltmore
Estate, riding the waves in the Atlantic Ocean, the sail boat ride in
Charleston, the rodeo in Texas, the Space Museum in Kansas, and
the many other things that we shared. Joe would always make the
trips fun and exciting. We will never forget all the laughs. Joe would
stop and buy fireworks during our trips and then set them off for all
to enjoy on the Fourth of July.Everyone that knew Joe knows that
he did things to enrich and make his family's life better. You were
his top priority. The trips that you took as a family to Ireland, Europe,
Alaska, Hawaii, Disney Cruise, Florida, Texas, Charleston and
numerous other destinations will be memories that you will have for
a lifetime. They will be special memories that you will cherish and
hold close to your hearts. Joe was always there to help us out.
When we got a flat tire in St. Cloud in the middle of the night - on a
work night - he got out of bed and came to help us get home. When
we ran out of honey - Joe the Bee Keeper would replenish our
supply. Joe was there when we needed help with woodworking
things on our home. He was always willing to borrow a tool, the
trailer, or make suggestions on how to accomplish a task. He has
touched so many lives and been so unselfish and giving of himself.
We can all learn so much from the examples he has set.Joe was a
great cook and would share his food with us. Ron and Joe would
take cooking classes together at the Canyon Grill in Coon Rapids.
Joe bought Ron his first set of ramikins and torch to make Creme
Brule.Joe shared his passion for Gopher hockey with Ron. They
would go and sit in Joe's outstanding seats. They enjoyed the
game, enjoyed each other's company, and of course the banter and
jokes that would go back and forth from the time they met to the
time they departed from one another. The friendship that Ron had



with Joe was truly special.When we think of the Millers - we think of
Joe, Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah and how much they have
become part of our family. It is hard to bear that we have to let one
go - each one is precious to us. We will always remember Joe and
he will live through each of us and our memories of times
past.Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah - always know that we are here
for you. Never hesitate to call or ask for help. We love you and you
will be in our prayers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Terri Bradley, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



Terri Bradley - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM



C(

Carlene Garrick (Olson) - September 02, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah, I am so sorry to read about your
loss. I know that we have never met and I haven't talked to Joe
since high school, but I will never forget what a great friend he was
to everyone that had the pleasure of being in his company. My
prayers are with you and your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Carlene Garrick (Olson), 
 
 
 
 
Anoka, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me





September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi and familyI am so sorry to hear about your husband, Joe.
Having just lost a husband I know the pain you and your family are
feeling. But, I also know that the prayers that have been gilven on
our family's behalf have been a tremendous comfort and we can
feel the strength and love that has come from them. Our family will
be praying for your family and I pray that you will feel God's love
surrounding you and your family, not only now but also for the days
to come.Regards,Janet Kubicki (Cyndy's mom) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Janet Kubicki





September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the best Uncle in the whole world-23 years with you was better
than a lifetime without you. I will never forget you and the good
times we had together. Rest in peace. You touched many lives and
were taken away far too soon. Watch over us. All my love.Andrea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Andrea Gruidl



EM

Elise Madden - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We're sorry for the loss of a warm-hearted, generous, energetic,
wholesome, and true man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Elise Madden, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



AM

Amy Matison - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We've all lost a great friend. My thoughts and prayers are especially
with Cindi and Johnathan and Hannah, with Joe's parents and sister
and brothers, with Cindi's parents and brothers and sisters, and with
all of their families. May the love of those around us help all of us
through the days ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Amy Matison, 
 
 
 
 
Fridley, Minnesota





September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi and familyI am so sorry to hear about your husband, Joe.
Having just lost a husband I know the pain you and your family are
feeling. But, I also know that the prayers that have been gilven on
our family's behalf have been a tremendous comfort and we can
feel the strength and love that has come from them. Our family will
be praying for your family and I pray that you will feel God's love
surrounding you and your family, not only now but also for the days
to come.Regards,Janet Kubicki (Cyndy's mom) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Janet Kubicki



LI

Lisa Iverson - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah-When we heard of your
devastating loss, my heart sank. This is truly a great loss for
all!Please know that you will all be in our constant thoughts and
prayers!May God bless you with comfort and peace that can only
come from our Lord himself!Love, Lisa Iverson and family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Lisa Iverson, 
 
 
 
 
Cambridge, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



SH

Sherry Holcomb - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi,I was shocked and saddened to hear the news about Joe. It
seems words are not enough right now, but I hope you and Hannah
and Jonathon are taking comfort in the thoughts, prayers and hugs
of your friends and family. When I think of Joe it is always with a
smile, remembering a witty comment or funny moment. Keep those
good memories with you and know that my family is keeping you all
in our thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sherry Holcomb, 
 
 
 
 
Cincinnati, Ohio



SK

Sarah Matison Kantola - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah,We are so saddened to hear about
Joe. He will always hold a special place in our family's
memories...Christmas at Jim and Janice's, vactioning together in
Florida, camping on the North Shore Labor Day weekends, and who
could forget Amy and Jeff's wedding in Florida last August. I'll will
forever remember our walk on the beach and lunch at Crabby Bill's.
Joe was an incrediblly smart, witty and awesome guy who made us
laugh so hard that our stomach hurt. We will be sending prayers in
the days to come. Please let us know if there is anything we can do
for you and your family. We love you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sarah Matison Kantola, 
 
 
 
 
Woodbury, Minnesota



SC

Sue Closner - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah, I'm so sorry by your loss, My thoughts
and prayers are with you and if you need anything, let me know Sue
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sue Closner, 
 
 
 
 
Rosemount, Minnesota



PF We are stunned to have lost such a truly genuine man whom we
were priveledged enough to call a friend! We will always remember
his overwhelming kindness and his humor and wit! Our prayers and
love to Cindy, Johnathan, Hannah and all other family and friends
and please know that are not only friends but like family to us!
Anything you need we're here! We will always cherish our time with
Joe and will miss him dearly but take comfort in the fact that he lived
fully while he was here and had fun while doing it! May your hope
and faith and love fom us all carry you through your grief. Love and
Prayers.......The Finney's (Pam, Carl and Michael) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pamela Finney, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AM

Pamela Finney - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Contact Me

Amy Matison - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We've all lost a great friend. My thoughts and prayers are especially
with Cindi and Johnathan and Hannah, with Joe's parents and sister
and brothers, with Cindi's parents and brothers and sisters, and with
all of their families. May the love of those around us help all of us
through the days ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Amy Matison, 
 
 
 
 
Fridley, Minnesota



EM

Elise Madden - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

We're sorry for the loss of a warm-hearted, generous, energetic,
wholesome, and true man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Elise Madden, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me





September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To the best Uncle in the whole world-23 years with you was better
than a lifetime without you. I will never forget you and the good
times we had together. Rest in peace. You touched many lives and
were taken away far too soon. Watch over us. All my love.Andrea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Andrea Gruidl



LI

Lisa Iverson - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

To Cindi, Johnathan, and Hannah-When we heard of your
devastating loss, my heart sank. This is truly a great loss for
all!Please know that you will all be in our constant thoughts and
prayers!May God bless you with comfort and peace that can only
come from our Lord himself!Love, Lisa Iverson and family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Lisa Iverson, 
 
 
 
 
Cambridge, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



SH

Sherry Holcomb - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi,I was shocked and saddened to hear the news about Joe. It
seems words are not enough right now, but I hope you and Hannah
and Jonathon are taking comfort in the thoughts, prayers and hugs
of your friends and family. When I think of Joe it is always with a
smile, remembering a witty comment or funny moment. Keep those
good memories with you and know that my family is keeping you all
in our thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sherry Holcomb, 
 
 
 
 
Cincinnati, Ohio



SK

Sarah Matison Kantola - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Johnathan and Hannah,We are so saddened to hear about
Joe. He will always hold a special place in our family's
memories...Christmas at Jim and Janice's, vactioning together in
Florida, camping on the North Shore Labor Day weekends, and who
could forget Amy and Jeff's wedding in Florida last August. I'll will
forever remember our walk on the beach and lunch at Crabby Bill's.
Joe was an incrediblly smart, witty and awesome guy who made us
laugh so hard that our stomach hurt. We will be sending prayers in
the days to come. Please let us know if there is anything we can do
for you and your family. We love you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sarah Matison Kantola, 
 
 
 
 
Woodbury, Minnesota



SC

Sue Closner - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Cindi, Jonathan and Hannah, I'm so sorry by your loss, My thoughts
and prayers are with you and if you need anything, let me know Sue
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sue Closner, 
 
 
 
 
Rosemount, Minnesota



PF We are stunned to have lost such a truly genuine man whom we
were priveledged enough to call a friend! We will always remember
his overwhelming kindness and his humor and wit! Our prayers and
love to Cindy, Johnathan, Hannah and all other family and friends
and please know that are not only friends but like family to us!
Anything you need we're here! We will always cherish our time with
Joe and will miss him dearly but take comfort in the fact that he lived
fully while he was here and had fun while doing it! May your hope
and faith and love fom us all carry you through your grief. Love and
Prayers.......The Finney's (Pam, Carl and Michael) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pamela Finney, 
 
 
 
 
Coon Rapids, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pamela Finney - September 01, 2008 at 12:00 AM

Contact Me


