
Janet Ellen Markwell
April 13, 1948 - December 10, 2023

Janet Ellen Markwell of Savage, MN passed away peacefully on December
10, 2023 at the age of 75. Jan had a stroke two months prior and had dealt
with many health complications the last years of her life. To not have her suffer
and be in Heaven with her Mom and Dad, gives us great peace and solitude. 

 

Jan was born on April 13, 1948 in La Crosse, WI and grew up on a farm in La
Crescent, MN. Her Dad was a farmer, professional boxer, and even owned a
gas station. He demanded greatness and hard work. Her Mom, Marlys, was
the caretaker of the house and was the disciplinarian for her and her brother,
Larry. After being a part of the first graduating class of 50 students at La
Crescent High School and graduating with a near 4.0 GPA, she wanted to go
to college, but her Dad was not all that excited about that. So, she went into
the newspaper and found a job posting for Dun & Bradstreet in La Crosse.
She got that job and it ended up being her only job and career for 35 years.
She was happy being a Manager in the business and not moving to the
Executive level so she could be closer to her family. 

 

In 1969, she was at a bar with her friends when she met a tall, dark and
handsome Army soldier named Steve. He was stationed there as a MP after
being in Viet Nam. Steve had to interrupt her at the bar from talking to a much
older guy to tell her to come have some fun and dance with a guy her age.
When they were done dancing, the guy was gone and the romance had



already started. They were married in September 23, 1972 in La Crosse. 
 

In 1974, Dun & Bradstreet asked her to transfer to Minneapolis with her now
husband and she accepted. They moved to East Bloomington and lived there
for 5 years before moving to West Bloomington where they lived permanently. 

 

In 1975, her and Steve welcomed their first son, Brad. In 1979, they
welcomed their last child and son, Brian. Jan made it to all sports games and
was always there for Steve or the boys when needed, no matter what. She
was stern, but fair, and provided the values that made her boys who they are
today. After the boys graduated college and 2003, her and Steve finally had
enough money and time to spend on each other and bought a condo in Fort
Myers Beach, FL. She loved spending the Winter's in Florida with Steve and
meeting so many new friends. They were both so blessed to have worked
hard and retire early in order to enjoy life at its fullest when they were still
young. 

 

She was married to her loving husband, Steve, for 51 years and had two
boys, Brad (Jennifer) of Minnetonka, and Brian (Stephanie) of Prior Lake. She
was also blessed with six grandchildren: Blake, Grace, Zachary, Mason,
Wyatt, and Hazel. She loved spending time with the grandkids. Whether it was
cooking and sharing her famous pumpkin bars or 7-layer salad, her true joy
was seeing her grandkids smile and be happy, as well as seeing her sons
moving to that next fatherly stage of life with her kids and themselves as
individuals. She was able to see the family first and values she taught live on
through the next generation. 

 

Jan was very intuitive, smart and social. She was appointed Social Director of
the Social Club in Florida and enjoyed getting people together for a good
time!! There were many trips to Florida from the kids and grandkids that led to
being on the boat, beach, clubhouse, happy hours and plenty of sunshine.



She LOVED every minute of it!! 
 

It is impossible to imagine life without you and your tender soul. We owe so
much of our lives to you and we hope to be half the person you were. You will
never be forgotten and we love you so much. Please watch over all of us and
especially your husband, Steve. To live life without you is unbearable to think
of, but we know you will give Steve the strength and support needed to be
there for the boys and grandkids and represent the both of you. Your life will
never go unnoticed and you will always be an angel in our eyes and hearts.
We love you Jan, Mom and Grandma. We will see you again in the next life. 

 

Funeral service will be held on Wednesday, December 20th at 11 AM at
Washburn-McReavy Edina Chapel. Visitation one hour prior. Interment to
follow at Lakewood Cemetery in Minneapolis. 

 

Donations: 
www.cancer.org



Cemetery Details

Lakewood Cemetery (Minneapolis)

3600 Hennepin Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55408

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 20. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Edina Chapel
5000 West 50th & Highway 100
Edina, MN 55436

Chapel Service

DEC 20. 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM (CT)

Edina Chapel
5000 West 50th & Highway 100
Edina, MN 55436

Graveside Service

DEC 20. 2:00 PM - 2:30 PM (CT)

Lakewood Cemetery (Minneapolis)
3600 Hennepin Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55408
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Diane Pilat - December 20, 2023 at 12:14 PM

Our condolences to the Markwell family. Jan was a Very Dear and
Special friend. Distance kept us from getting together but she was
always there. 

 We are with You all in Spirit as You mourn and grieve her loss and
Celebrate the wonderful life she lived. May God hold You all in the
palm of his hand. 

 Much Love to all---DeeDee & Myron

December 19, 2023 at 12:42 PM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Janet Ellen Markwell.

December 18, 2023 at 09:32 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Janet Ellen Markwell.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Greg & Maxine Kiecker - December 18, 2023 at 01:28 PM

Greg & Maxine Kiecker purchased the Blue Carib
bean Bouquet for the family of Janet Ellen
Markwell.

Clark G. - December 18, 2023 at 08:56 AM

Clark G. purchased the Loving Lilies and Roses
Bouquet for the family of Janet Ellen Markwell.

Clark G. - December 18, 2023 at 08:56 AM

Clark G. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Janet Ellen
Markwell.

December 17, 2023 at 03:54 PM

Sweet Sincerity was purchased for the family of
Janet Ellen Markwell.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2979&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




JM

December 16, 2023 at 03:09 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Janet Ellen Markwell.

Jennifer Markwell - December 16, 2023 at 12:38 PM

We are heartbroken but we know your unconditional love for us will
heal our hearts, in time. In your last days here on earth with us,
Steph and I promised you we will take care of the loves of your life,
Steve, Brad, and Brian…and that you can be rest assured we will
do. Thank you for giving us the gift of holding us tight and showing
us through your tight held hugs in your last days with us that you
loved us. I love you, forever, my sweet mother-in-law.

VM
Valerie Matulis - December 16, 2023 at 07:14 PM

Beautiful memories! Jan was such a gentle woman as she will 
Be missed!!

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

