James Joseph VonBank

January 15, 1941 - August 21, 2024

James Joseph VonBank was born in Buffalo ND on January 15, 1941. He
passed away Tuesday, August 21, 2024 at Lyngblomsten in Lino Lakes.

James "Jim" VonBank was born to Henry and Hattie (Nilles) VonBank. He
graduated from Buffalo High School before heading to North Dakota State
University (NDSU) for his

undergraduate and later Master's degree in mathematics and education. As a
lifelong NDSU fan he cheered and watched his favorite college team, the
Bison, achieve multiple football

championships.

On June 13, 1964, Jim and Nancy (Helgerson) were united in marriage at
Holy Spirit Church in Fargo, ND. Together they enjoyed their time at NDSU
earning their Master's Degrees in

teaching. They lived in several cities in Minnesota before settling in North
Oaks, MN.

They taught at Centennial Middle & High Schools for 30+ years. Jim was a
favorite 7th grade math teacher at Centennial, where he had an amazing
ability to make math fun and digestible regardless of his students' learning
styles.



A dedicated father, Jim and Nancy adopted their first child, Jen from Colombia
in 1978. Their second, David, was also born in Colombia and adopted in
1982.

Jim's sister had a great opinion about her obituary: "Anyone who knows me,
knows what | have done and anyone who doesn't know me, doesn't care." Jim
always looked up to his big sister, and would have agreed. Anyone who had
known Jim would agree that he was kind, patient, soft spoken, and selfless.

Important family memories of Jim:

1 As an avid sports fan - Jim loved watching and participating in all sports.
From playing basketball, baseball, and football growing up, to playing
basketball at NDSU

to watching his grandchildren play their favorite sports - he was a lifelong

supporter. You always knew he was in your corner cheering you on.

1 He loved all things math. He would spend hours helping with school
homework

1 A part-time fisher, his yearly fishing trips brought back delicious catches

1 (He had a love for) photography and caught many of life's moments with his
favored Nikons

1 Family trips each summer

1 Family reunions in North Dakota

1 An avid runner for over 30 years he passed this passion on to his kids

1 In retirement he developed a love for cooking. His Christmas lasagna was a



special tradition

1 He loved to read and had a veritable library on a variety of subjects

1 His family - there was definitely banter as to who was his favorite
kid/grandchildren and he assured all of us he loved everyone equally

After a rewarding time teaching Jim and Nancy retired and started traveling
more often. They especially loved the bus tours to the West going to their
favorite National Parks.

Their time in retirement went too fast. He will be greatly missed by all who
knew him.

Jim and Nancy were married for 60 years. Jim is survived by his wife Nancy,
Lino Lakes and two children Jen (Steve) Papineau, Ham Lake and David
VonBank, Florida; and his beloved grandchildren Gabriella, Luciana and
D'Alessandro.

Mass of Christian Burial will be at 11:00am (visitation begins at 10:00am),
Thursday, September 5 at St. Odilia Catholic Church, 3495 North Victoria,
Shoreview MN. Interment in the Saint Odilia Prayer Garden.

Jim was preceded in death by his parents: Henry and Hattie (Nilles) Von
Bank; siblings: Delores (Dick) Lambert, Marian (Harold) Kasowski, Donald
VVon Bank, Bob Von Bank and

Ralph Von Bank.



Previous Events
Visitation

SEP 5. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Odilia Catholic Church
3495 Victoria Street N.
Shoreview, MN 55126

Mass of Christian Burial

SEP 5. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

St. Odilia Catholic Church
3495 Victoria Street N.
Shoreview, MN 55126

Graveside Service

SEP 5. 12:15 PM - 12:45 PM (CT)

St. Odilia Prayer Garden
3495 Victoria Street North
Shoreview, MN 55126



Tribute Wall

Mark VonBank lit a candle in memory of ]

James Joseph VonBank

Mark VonBank - October 17, 2024 at 10:03 AM

My heartfelt prayers to the VonBanks in Lino Lakes, Minnesota on your
loss of James “Jim” VonBank. Cherish your memories of Jim and keep
them close to your heart. Thinking of you all.

Mark VonBank - October 17, 2024 at 10:05 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of James Joseph VonBank.

September 04, 2024 at 05:59 PM

Remember the good times planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James Joseph
VonBank.

Remember the good times - September 04, 2024 at 05:59 PM


https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

A terrific life cut short. Jim was a great friend at Buffalo, ND high
school, where he excelled both academically and athletically. We
were out of contact after college until a decade or so ago when we
connected again by e-mail. As reflected in the obituary, Jim was
highly successful in both his family and professional life. His wide
ranging interests led us to discuss areas ranging from medical
issues to his math teaching experiences, and from the successes of
NDSU'’s “thundering herd” to the meaning of life and the discovery
of the Higgs boson. Sad that he is gone. Ben Larson, Oak Ridge,
TN.

Ben Larson - September 04, 2024 at 01:25 PM

Just remembering Jim and Benny being great buddies in High School,
MANY moons ago!! Great times, Lana

Lana Nudell - September 04, 2024 at 02:31 PM

Jim and | went to school together at Buffalo High School in North
Dakota. He was a year older than me, but we shared classes
together. He was a smatrt talented young guy, class valedictorian,
captain of the basketball and football teams and a fun friend to all. |
had the chance to have a great visit with him at his nieces (Amy
VonBank) wedding. He spoke of a happy life and a great family. He
was so proud of you all. May all the memories of fun times keep him
alive in your hearts forever! Lana Nudell

Lana Nudell - September 04, 2024 at 12:35 PM



Phil and | were saddened on hearing of Jim's passing. | enjoyed
knowing him many years while both of us taught at Centennial. We
enjoyed socializing with Jim and Nancy as well. Jim was an
excellent, organized and caring teacher. One memory | have is
asking Jim how he kept his desk and gradebook so neat and
orderly. Fortunately, he didn't see my grade book and desk to
compare. Sending love to Nancy, and the "kids" and grandkids!

Eileen Ramola - September 03, 2024 at 04:42 PM
I have many memories of Jim & Nancy spending some time with
Don and | in Mesa, AZ. We shared stories and Jim's photography
was awesome. Lots of good stories from our teaching years also.

He will be greatly missed. Arla Rost

Arla Rost - September 03, 2024 at 03:50 PM



