James Allen Bestul
July 28, 1933 - November 7, 2019

Bestul, James Allen of Excelsior age 86 (Jim) Beloved husband of 60 years of
Nancy (Chapman) Bestul flew west for the last time on Nov 7, 2019. Son of
Sylvan and Rebecca (Ensberg) Bestul. Born in Washington DC. Grew up in
Arlington VA and Bremerton WA. Graduated from Capital U in 1955. Served
proudly as a Naval Aviator and was a pilot for Northwest Airlines for 34 years.
He loved flying, airplanes and sailing but loved all the special family times
even more. Summers sailing on Lake Superior was a family highlight for many
summers. Once computers became available in the '80's he embraced the
technology with enthusiasm. A pencil and paper project categorizing all
American airplanes became a huge computer program of over 8000 airplanes.
This program, which was still growing at the time of his death, is at the
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. He is survived by brother, Bruce
(Geraldine); sons, Greg (Terri) and Doug (Rhonda); a proud Papa/Grandpa of
Kimberly, Erica, Laura, Matthew and Alex. Services on Monday Nov. 18 at 10
A.M. at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 301 County Rd. 19, Excelsior. Visitation
one hour prior to service. Interment at Ft. Snelling. In lieu of flowers donations
please to American Lung Association, 55 Wacker Dr., Suite 1150, Chicago, IL
60601 Lung.org. Washburn-McReavy.com Strobeck Johnson 952-938-9020



Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 18. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church
301 County Road 19
Excelsior, MN 55331

Memorial Service

NOV 18. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Mount Calvary Lutheran Church
301 County Road 19
Excelsior, MN 55331



Tribute Wall

Dear Nancy, Doug, Rhonda and Erica and Laura. We are so sorry
for your loss, Jim was such a vidal part of all your lives and we are
So happy we were able to meet him. Whether he was taking
pictures of our water aerobics, ordering our equipment on line, even
a pelican for our grandson, or driving family to and from the airport,
he was always eager to help. He certainly will be missed at Envoy
Point. We pray that all your precious memories will give you peace.
Love and hugs

Sharon and Andy Mooser

Sharon Mooser - November 18, 2019 at 01:36 PM



