
Harlow Brian Christenson
June 2, 1945 - October 29, 2024

On October 29th, 2024, Harlow Brian Christenson of Crystal, MN died
peacefully at home surrounded by family. Harlow was born June 2, 1945 in
Lake Charles, LA, the oldest child of Howard and Edna Christenson. He was
preceded in death by his loving parents and his sister Irene Jill Lewis. 

 

Known as "Mr. C", Harlow was an elementary school teacher for the Madison
Metropolitan School District for more than 30 years before retiring in 2002. He
was known by many students over the decades as a favored and "funny"
teacher, and by his peers as a source of amusement or bewilderment ...it
could go either way. He loved a well-written book and was particularly happy
when he was able to inspire a love of the written word in children. He had a
fondness for the Gobblefunk of Roald Dahl and loved a good prime number. 

 

Harlow's humor was one of his defining characteristics and he was always
writing comedic bits. Most of the time they lived in his mind, described over
dinner or at small family gatherings. Occasionally these Harlow-mini-movies
would come to life at a staff meeting, in his classroom, or even from the pulpit
when asked to do a scripture reading. When we were able to return the favor
and make him laugh, we felt that we had reached a high bar - he gave us all
the gift of joining him in a mild and gentle shaking of social norms and
absurdities. 

 



Harlow loved life and was brave. Though not afraid, he was sad to leave us.
He was the happiest and most fulfilled with his family and friends. He was an
amazing listener, a tireless cheerleader, and touched many lives. He loved his
dogs and grand-dogs. Millie the rescue pittie holds down the fort now. 

 

He is survived by his partner in life, love and laughter, his wife Pam
Christenson; his beloved daughters Kelly (David) Janda, and Erica
Christenson (Bret Wieseler); his sister Emily Power; his most adored and
adorable grandchildren Ellie, Pete, and Olive; his dear siblings-in-law Greg,
Jeremy, Peg, Beth, and Fred; his cherished bunch of special nieces and
nephews; and don't even get us started on those surviving cousins. 

 

Harlow's sunlit spirit, his quiet joy and his abundant kindness will live on in the
hearts of those who knew him. 

 

A gathering to remember Harlow will be held on Saturday November 23 at
Washburn-McReavy Glen Haven Chapel in Crystal, Minnesota. 

 

If you care to make a donation in his memory, Harlow's favorite charities were
Doctors Without Borders and Second Harvest Heartland.



Previous Events

Memorial Gathering

NOV 23. 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Glen Haven Chapel
5125 West Broadway
Crystal, MN 55429
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Kevin Paskey - October 02, 2025 at 10:34 PM

I was a student of Mr C’s at Crestwood in 1973 and remembered
him rolling a giant TV in so we could watch the World Series. That
memory brought me to Google his name where I found this. So sad
to see it but so thankful for everything he taught me and my
classmates. He made such an impression on us. Deepest
sympathies to all who knew and loved him.

Oliver R. - November 23, 2024 at 11:53 AM

Oliver R. planted a grove of 3 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Harlow Brian
Christenson.

November 23, 2024 at 11:46 AM

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of
Harlow Brian Christenson.

November 22, 2024 at 05:29 PM

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Harlow Brian Christenson.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 22, 2024 at 05:29 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Harlow Brian Christenson.

November 20, 2024 at 07:38 PM

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the
family of Harlow Brian Christenson.

Joan Fleming - November 19, 2024 at 10:49 AM

So sorry to hear of Harlow's passing. I will
always remember him as a fellow teacher at
Orchard Ridge. His passion for teaching kids
and his love for a good joke.

The Power Family - November 18, 2024 at 09:42 PM

The Power Family purchased the Beautiful in Blu
e for the family of Harlow Brian Christenson.

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1418&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


TF

KR

TH



The Power Family - November 18, 2024 at 09:42 PM

The Power Family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Harlow Brian
Christenson.

Kris Remiker - November 18, 2024 at 07:18 PM

Sending my deepest sympathies to Harlow's family. Most memories
I have from my early years of teaching at Orchard Ridge are fond
ones that include Harlow. "Mr. C." was a popular teacher, showing
every student that he cared while also making school fun for them.
His unique sense of humor brightened even my most difficult days. I
don't know how I would have gotten through my first few years of
teaching without Harlow's guidance and friendship. Rest in peace,
my friend, knowing that you have made a difference in countless
lives, including mine.

Thomas J Hudak - November 18, 2024 at 12:01 PM

Thomas J Hudak planted a grove of 5 <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in
honor of Harlow Brian Christenson.

November 12, 2024 at 05:37 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Harlow Brian Christenson.
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November 12, 2024 at 05:37 PM

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the
family of Harlow Brian Christenson.

Gina - November 05, 2024 at 01:32 PM

2 files added to the album Harlow Christenson

Gina - November 05, 2024 at 01:30 PM

2 files added to the tribute wall

https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

