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Gallagher, Gerald R. (Jerry) Age 73, of Edina, MN passed away at home on
July 17, 2014 surrounded by loving family. Born in Easton, PA, the eldest son
of Gerald and Marjorie Gallagher, Jerry graduated from St. Phillip's High
School in Battle Creek, MI. He attended Princeton University on a Navy ROTC
scholarship where he graduated with a degree in aeronautical engineering in
1963. Jerry served with pride as an officer in the submarine service of the
United States Navy on the USS Sea Robin and the USS Argonaut from 1963-
1967. He then attended the University of Chicago Graduate School of
Business on a full scholarship as the Executive Club Fellow. Following his
MBA, Jerry went to Wall Street at Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette (DLJ) where
he was the retail industry research analyst and an Institutional Investor
magazine "All American" for five years. During that time, he developed the
metric known today as "Same Store Sales Growth" a measure of unit store
productivity that remains in use. Following DLJ he moved to Minnesota in
1976 to join Dayton-Hudson where he eventually ascended to the role of Vice
Chairman. During his ten-year tenure, he served in both operating company
and staff positions including six years in California as part of the Mervyn's
management team. In 1987, Jerry began the most gratifying period of his
career as a retail venture capitalist with Oak Investment Partners. Over the
last twenty-seven years, Jerry has sponsored thirty-eight Oak retail
investments including Dick's Sporting Goods, Office Depot, PetSmart, P.F.
Chang's China Bistro, Potbelly Sandwich Works, Ulta Salon Cosmetics &



Fragrance and Whole Foods Market. In addition to a remarkable career, Jerry
had a tremendous philan- thropic impact through the establishment of the
Gallagher Foundation in 2001. The Foundation provides full college
scholarships in developing democracies to exceptional young men and
women with economic need who have the potential to transform their
respective countries for the better. To date, over 150 Gallagher Scholars have
been sponsored in Mexico, South Africa and Turkey. He is survived by the
love of his life, Ellen Mullane, whom he married in 1964. Three children Ann
Diemer (Brad) of Scottsdale, AZ, Gerald (Krista) Gallagher of Chicago, IL and
Megan Prindiville (Matt) of St. Louis Park, MN along with five grandchildren,
Casey, Claire, Lauren, Morgan and Liam, sisters Patty Gallagher of
Charlottesville, VA, Robin McEnery (Chuck) of Chicago, IL and brother Jack
Gallagher of Charlottesville, VA. A memorial service will be held on Jerry and
Ellen's 50th wedding anniversary at 2 PM on Friday, August 8th at the Church
of Christ the King, 5029 Zenith Ave S. in Minneapolis, followed by a
celebration of Jerry's life at Interlachen Country Club. In lieu of flowers,
donations preferred to The Gallagher Foundation, 3890 Wells Fargo Center,
90 So. 7th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402, (www.gallagherfoundation.org) or
the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF). www.Washburn-McReav
y.com Edina Chapel 952-920-3966


