
George McCracken
February 12, 2006

McCracken, George R. age 77, of Mpls. Born i n Glasgow, Scotland. Veteran
of the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders and the Royal Signal Corps.
Survived by wife of 49 years, Theresa; children, Andrew (Cheri), John
(Rhonda), Kirsty (Michael McCoy), George (Tracy), Joseph (Monique) and
Peter (Jodi); many grand and great-grandchildren; nieces and nephew, and
many friends. Shortly after he married Theresa, they immigrated to the U.S.
via the Queen Mary and proceeded to Mpls. George has been a longtime
member of the Twin Cities Scottish Club and has served as their lead
ceilidh/country dance instructor for years. He has been very active in bagpipe
bands in MN, and has been a bass drummer for over 30 years. He started his
drumming career with the Brian Boru Band, played with the City of Mpls Pipe
Band and most recently with the Macalester Pipe Band. In April of 2004,
George received the first lifetime achievement award from the MN Parian Day
Cooperative. George and his wife were avid campers and served as host
campers for the Rice Lake State Park in Owatonna. George retired from
Klienman Realty where he worked as a maintenance engineer. Prior to that, at
the Park Avenue Methodist Church. Service Thursday, 11 AM at Trinity
Lutheran Church of Minnehaha Falls, 5212 41st Ave S., Mpls. Visitation
Wednesday, 4-8 PM at Washburn-McReavy Nokomis Park Chapel, 1838 E.
Minnehaha Pkwy, Mpls, and one hour before service at church. Interment
Resurrection Cemetery. Memorials preferred to MN Scottish Fair and Highland
Games. Washburn-McReavy Nokomis Park Chapel 612-721-1651





Tribute Wall

KM

Kirsty McCracken - June 17, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Happy Father's Day, Dad!I've been thinking about you all day. I
started the day by washing, polishing and buffing your car. It's looks
so good. I know you would love it. Then I went to see Mom. She
was having a good day. Full of smiles. I took her to get ice cream.
She ate it up.After that I visited your resting place. It was so nice
and peaceful there. Of course NWA had to fly over but I thought of
your trips back to Scotland. So when they do fly over I figure you
think of flying "home".Just thinking of you so I thought I would
write.Love,Kirsty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kirsty McCracken, 
 
 
 
 
Burnsville, Minnesota
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TM

Tiffany McCracken - February 09, 2007 at 12:00 AM

I miss you Grandpa and we're all thinking about you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tiffany McCracken, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



CM One year ago today grandpa left us, but I still feel his presence
everyday. I know he is the one who has guided me to wonderful
people in the Scottish community here in Oregon who treat me like
family while I am away from my own family. I miss hearing about
what grandpa has ideas of buying or has bought next, and his
excitment in showing me himself. I miss his big bear hugs and
scratchy beard and watching him play his big bass drum. But, I
know he is watching over us, at least in between calling out dances
and keeping the beat up in heaven. I love you Grandpa! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chandi McCracken, 
 
 
 
 
Beaverton, Oregon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chandi McCracken - February 09, 2007 at 12:00 AM

Contact Me



KM Dad, The past three days I have re-lived every moment. From your
pre-op tests to the whole family visiting in the hospital room the
night before surgery to saying good-bye at the elevator as you left
for surgery, I remember saying "See you later" and you smiled.
Later that day they wheeled you past us. You made it through!
Didn't look the best, a bit on the puffy side. But we where all
optimistic. When the surgeon called us back to the hospital that
night. We knew then things weren't that great. The next day--one
year ago today. We all gathered as they took you back to surgery,
we knew you would want to take the chance. But I guess God
wanted you to lead some dances up in heaven. He must have felt
that Andy was ready to take over. (He did a great job at Burns
Night!!) Anyway, it was a sad day. Your funeral was the best funeral
ever attended by many people. You had so many friends and family
there--it was great. Sherry Ladig and her group played beautiful
music including your waltz! All the pipe bands were represented by
playing in the balcony. When the drums kicked in for Amazing
Grace--it was amazing. I was so proud of you! We had Mom there,
she sat there with a smile and hummed the whole time. Doug &
Eileen took care of her. I guess alzheimer's is good for her not
having to suffer losing you.Anyway, Dad,I miss you so much. This
past year has been so tough for so many reasons and I haven't had
you to talk to. I love & miss you!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kirsty McCracken, 
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Contact Me



LP

Libby Petit - March 02, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George was such a delight -- I never saw him without a smile, even
when his health was failing. It's hard to believe he's no longer with
us -- he shall be sorely missed. My thoughts go out to the whole
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Libby Petit, 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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CH

Chrissy Hemphill - February 18, 2006 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers go out to the McCracken family. They
have been a second family to me. I was fortunate enough to meet
grandpa a few years ago at the Scottish Fair. He taught me to
dance and it was the best time of my life. For the couple of times I
saw grandpa, he opened his heart to me like we had known each
other forever. Grandpa will be missed by many but he is now in a
better place playing those drums and teaching many how to country
dance. My love goes to the McCracken Clan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Chrissy Hemphill, 
 
 
 
 
Overland Park, Kansas
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DJ I remember back in the 1970s learning of the Twin Cities Scottish
Club and wanting so bad to attend a meeting to celebrate my
Scottish ancestry and heritage. I couldn’t talk anyone into going with
me and I was very nervous about walking into a group of strangers.
After a couple of trips downtown to Gethsemane Episcopal Church
and then “chickening out”, I got up the courage to walk into a
meeting. I parked myself at a table way in the back, and who should
be at the table in front of me but George and his dad, Andy Sr., and
the family. They greeted me and made me feel very welcome. At
that moment I was even prouder to be of Scottish descent.
Eventually I brought my family in and a buddy, Lynn Peck. We all
valued our friendship with George and the McCracken family and
still do. George was one of those guys you feel will always be
around and that’s why news of his passing was so shocking. We all
have some really great memories of George, his terrific dad, Andy,
Theresa and the gang. I remember camping in tents at the Selkirk
Games and telling stories around a campfire, my disastrous debut
as a tenor drummer at Macalester (pretty funny in retrospect), Brian
Boru’s successes at Midlothian and especially George leading and
teaching Country Dancing at our St. Andrew’s Day Ceilidhs,
especially the one at the Polish White Eagles Hall. I hope
everyone’s memories of George are as great as mine. My
condolences to the McCracken family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Dennis Johnson, 
 
 



Dennis Johnson - February 17, 2006 at 12:00 AM

 
 
Brooklyn Center, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JP

Jennifer Peterson - February 17, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Being a young Scot in MN, I think I can speak for others when I say
that George filled a wee void for us. He would listen and we could
chat like we would with our own grandparents. George was one of
those people who made it easier to be away from home. He is an
inspiration and I'm proud to have known him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jennifer Peterson, 
 
 
 
 
Plymouth, Minnesota



SG

Sandy Graham - February 17, 2006 at 12:00 AM

"THANKS GEORGE" 
George our family barely knew you but whenever we crossed paths
you always made time for a wee chat.The last time we spoke was at
the wee ones christmas party at MacCallaster college and I
remember thinking that you were in your element with the bairns
around. 
Anyway, as you left church for the last time on wednesday morning,
I along with everyone else in the room fought back both tears of
sadness and even joy at the sound of the pipes and drums honoring
you one more time. 
Afterwards on the drive back to work it suddenly hit me. It wasn't
only the emotions of sadness and joy I was feeling. It was the pride
of both being Scottish and being fortunate enough to be there to
see you on your way.Thanks yet again George, you were a true
"Scottish Soldier" 
Sandy Graham. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Sandy Graham, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



SR

Steve Russell - February 17, 2006 at 12:00 AM

To Whole McCracken family I extend my deepest sympathies at this
difficult time. I know that there will be many a tear shared at any
gathering in the Twin Cities in the future, just have faith that George
is smiling at you and the fun that we all should have in his honour. 
All the best. And always. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steve Russell, 
 
 
 
 
Aberdeen, Scotland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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BH

Bob Hagen - February 16, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The fond memories related by George's family and the Scots
gentleman at today's service were very touching. Speaking of
George's "ripples", my neice just married the Macalester College
pipe major-they met at Alma. 
 
George often carried a faint smile that I couldn't tell was
bemusement or something else, but under that smile was a certain
toughness. I mind his hustling his bass drum about 500 yards to the
warmup circle one (rare) warm day at the Macalester Games. This
was not that long ago either! They don't make 'em like George
anymore. My thoughts are with his family. He will be missed greatly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Bob Hagen, 
 
 
 
 
Golden Valley, Minnesota



AD

Anna Dahl - February 16, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I will always smile each time I think about the many informal dance
lessons that I was fortunate enough to be a part of over the years.
Even in the (almost) unbearable heat and humidity of the Scottish
Fair, the dancing went on! 
 
Your family is forever in my thoughts and prayers and heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Anna Dahl, 
 
 
 
 
Big Lake, Minnesota
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SM My wife Laura and I sat beside George at the recent TCSC Burns
Night and it was truly a pleasure. He told me that he was very proud
of the young dancers that night. Every time I met George I always
apologized for not taking his lessons in Scottish Country Dancing. I
think he'd given up on me long ago... Our thoughts are with the
McCracken family. Long may you dance to the fiddle and the pipes,
George! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Scott Moncrieff, 
 
 
 
 
Golden Valley, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



KB

Scott Moncrieff - February 15, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Kevin Bauder - February 15, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I was saddened to hear of George's passing but my memories of
him will always lighten my spirit. Because of George I have no
reservations about taking my two left feet onto the dance floor for
some country dancing, and totally enjoying it. We can all learn from
his love for his wonderful family. He shared his love of music and
dance by sharing and teaching. He was a true gentleman. 
 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kevin Bauder, 
 
 
 
 
Bennington, Vermont



AS

Alistair Simms - February 15, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The Simms family send our deepest sympathy to Theresa and all
the family at this sad time. We will always remember his visits home
to Scotland with many happy memories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Alistair Simms, 
 
 
 
 
Fife, Scotland
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AL

Alberta Lerwick - February 15, 2006 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers go to the entire McCracken Clan. The
Scottish community, as well as the entire Twin City area has lost a
great man. His kindness, generosity and gentleness go unspoken.
He was a remarkable man. God Speed!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Alberta Lerwick, 
 
 
 
 
Champlin, Minnesota



NM

Norma Macdonald - February 15, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I am very saddened by Uncle George's death. I called him that, for
as you see, I've known him pretty much my entire life...and those of
us in the Twin Cities Scottish Club since the beginning have
become "family" to one another. I have such fond memories of
Uncle George teaching us to dance at the club on Friday nights...It
made me feel so "grown up" to be dancing with the "adults". He
always had such patience with all of us. He always made you feel
like he was happy to see you...and always made you feel welcome.
He was a "Wee Man" with a gentle heart...and I will miss him a lot.
My thoughts are with all of you during this difficult time. Yours Aye... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Norma Macdonald, 
 
 
 
 
Bloomington, Minnesota



WF

wendy faulhaber - February 15, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Goerge was always a joy to take care of in dialysis. It was a
pleasure meeting him. 
Wendy faulhaber, Patiet tech. burnsville dialysis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
wendy faulhaber, 
 
 
 
 
burnsville, Minnesota
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ML

Mary and Larry Libhardt - February 14, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Every time we here the name George McCracken we will remember
him as "Everything Scottish" and our connection to our homeland of
Scotland. Our sincerest sympathies to his family. You are all very
special to the Scottish Community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mary and Larry Libhardt, 
 
 
 
 
Hugo, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MD

Marie & Andy Divine - February 14, 2006 at 12:00 AM

We never had the opportunity to meet this amazing man, but he has
a wonderful family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this
difficult time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Marie & Andy Divine, 
 
 
 
 
Prior Lake, Minnesota



RC

Randy&Geneva Conaway - February 14, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I've known George since I was a child, and I will miss him at the
Ceilidhs,my husband and I give our depest condolences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Randy&Geneva Conaway, 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul, Minnesota
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MS

Mary Sicilia - February 14, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Here is a toast of (VERY) strong tea brewed in George's special pot
for the many, many wonderful memories of him, Theresa, and the
Clan McCracken I hold in my heart. Much love and many prayers
from this Italian who was the happy recipient of so much Scots
wisdom and hospitality over the years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mary Sicilia, 
 
 
 
 
Portland, Oregon
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LM

Laura Manley - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The entire McCracken Clan has opened their homes and hearts to
me, and George was one of them. He was a true person, a true
Scot. We'll miss him immensely. I love you grandpa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Laura Manley, 
 
 
 
 
Bemidji, Minnesota



JU

julie,nikki - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George was such a bright spot in our day.He always had a smile
and never complained.We will miss him very much.We enjoyed
attending some of his scottish festivities. We will keep you all in our
thoughts and prayers. May god be with you throu these hard times.
Love all burnsville dialyis staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
julie,nikki,paul burnsville dialysis



EG

Ed & Susie Grant - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Susie and I always enjoyed George's fun loving, can-do spirit. He's
the only dancie we've ever seen who could push and cajole, all at
the same time, 3 or 4 sets of Scottish Country dancers through a
dance. His smile warmed the coldest Minnesota day. We missed
him when we left. We miss him more that he is gone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ed & Susie Grant, 
 
 
 
 
Kailua, Hawaii



BH

Barbara Humphrey - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The first time I saw George and Theresa dancing, at a Ceilidh many
years ago, it was poetry in motion. They were in perfect tune with
each other. George was unchallenged as the person who would
receive the first Lifetime Achievement Award from the Minnesota
Tartan Day Cooperative. He devoted his life to making sure the
heritage and traditions of his homeland would not be forgotten here
in the land of lefse and ludfisk. He taught us to dance, he taught us
to be proud, and he taught us to be strong. We were Scots. He was
those things. He had fought so many catastrophic medical
challenges that would have felled a lesser man. How could we have
known there would be one he couldn't beat. There is a hole in our
hearts, as there will be a hole in our community that no one will fill.
You will be with us forever, dear George. We love you. Dance on. 
Babs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Barbara Humphrey, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



JC

Joseph & Lorie Croft - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George introduced us to Scottish Country dancing and was always
patient when we couldn't seem to get the latest dance he was
teaching. He was one of the last "nice guys" and will be missed. Our
condolences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Joseph & Lorie Croft, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota



JB

Joan Bell (nee Buchanan) - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

On behalf of Auntie Katie, Uncle Neil, Maree, Morven, Joan &
Families, we extend our sincere deepest sympathy at the sad news
of Uncle George passing away. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Joan Bell (nee Buchanan), 
 
 
 
 
East Kilbride, Scotland



TR

Tom Robertson - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

My condolences to the entire McCracken family and clan. George's
smile and loving heart will live wih me always. He spread good
warm loving feelings to all he met and was a man of true
integrity.Gods speed George. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Tom Robertson, 
 
 
 
 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota



JM

John Alick & Mary Lexie MacIntyre - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Deepest sympathies for your loss, we have many happy memories
of his visits to South Uist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
John Alick & Mary Lexie MacIntyre, 
 
 
 
 
Isle of South Uist



LM

Laura Manley - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The entire McCracken Clan has opened their homes and hearts to
me, and George was one of them. He was a true person, a true
Scot. We'll miss him immensely. I love you grandpa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Laura Manley, 
 
 
 
 
Bemidji, Minnesota



LC

Linda Cameron - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The Scottish community has lost a real treasure. Watching George
and Theresa dance was pure magic. You will be much missed,
George. It was a privilege to know you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Linda Cameron, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



MR

Mike Rollins - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I haven't seen George in years, and yet I miss him already. He was
a gentle man, quick with a joke, and he'd tell it with a twinkle in his
eye and a lilt in his voice. I know I'll never have a cup of tea as good
as that from the teapot in his kitchen. But was it really the tea? Or
the company? George, you left the world in better shape than you
found it, and I'm a better man for knowing you. Your legacy is
secure. My heartfelt condolences to Theresa, and to my friends of
long ago, Andy, John, and Kirsty, and to all of the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mike Rollins, 
 
 
 
 
Fountain Hills, Arizona



JU

julie,nikki - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George was such a bright spot in our day.He always had a smile
and never complained.We will miss him very much.We enjoyed
attending some of his scottish festivities. We will keep you all in our
thoughts and prayers. May god be with you throu these hard times.
Love all burnsville dialyis staff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
julie,nikki,paul burnsville dialysis



EG

Ed & Susie Grant - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Susie and I always enjoyed George's fun loving, can-do spirit. He's
the only dancie we've ever seen who could push and cajole, all at
the same time, 3 or 4 sets of Scottish Country dancers through a
dance. His smile warmed the coldest Minnesota day. We missed
him when we left. We miss him more that he is gone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Ed & Susie Grant, 
 
 
 
 
Kailua, Hawaii



BH

Barbara Humphrey - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The first time I saw George and Theresa dancing, at a Ceilidh many
years ago, it was poetry in motion. They were in perfect tune with
each other. George was unchallenged as the person who would
receive the first Lifetime Achievement Award from the Minnesota
Tartan Day Cooperative. He devoted his life to making sure the
heritage and traditions of his homeland would not be forgotten here
in the land of lefse and ludfisk. He taught us to dance, he taught us
to be proud, and he taught us to be strong. We were Scots. He was
those things. He had fought so many catastrophic medical
challenges that would have felled a lesser man. How could we have
known there would be one he couldn't beat. There is a hole in our
hearts, as there will be a hole in our community that no one will fill.
You will be with us forever, dear George. We love you. Dance on. 
Babs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Barbara Humphrey, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



JC

Joseph & Lorie Croft - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George introduced us to Scottish Country dancing and was always
patient when we couldn't seem to get the latest dance he was
teaching. He was one of the last "nice guys" and will be missed. Our
condolences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Joseph & Lorie Croft, 
 
 
 
 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota



LM

Linda Markowitz - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I am truly saddened to learn that George is no longer with us. He
was certainly one of a kind who made our world a better place. I am
privileged to have known George, and he will be missed. My sincere
condolences to all the family and to the Scottish community who
loved him well! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Linda Markowitz, 
 
 
 
 
Stillwater, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JL

Jeff Lewin - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I met George 23 years ago at pipe band practice. A small man with
a big bass drum and an even bigger heart, George was always
quick with a smile. We had so much fun with the band. I miss him.
He always did have trouble with breaks. My thoughts are with your
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jeff Lewin, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



BR

Barbara Reyelts - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

My family and I will miss George so much. I will never forget all
those evenings George sat in our cramped basement watching his
kids at their Highland Dance lessons. Nor will I forget the wonderful
band trips with George at the wheel. And of course his skill with cars
kept my family on the road when we couldn't afford to take our
vehicle to the shop. George we loved you and we will miss you
forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Barbara Reyelts, 
 
 
 
 
Duluth, Minnesota



TR

Tom Robertson - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

My condolences to the entire McCracken family and clan. George's
smile and loving heart will live wih me always. He spread good
warm loving feelings to all he met and was a man of true
integrity.Gods speed George. 
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Tom Robertson, 
 
 
 
 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota



JM

John Alick & Mary Lexie MacIntyre - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Deepest sympathies for your loss, we have many happy memories
of his visits to South Uist. 
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John Alick & Mary Lexie MacIntyre, 
 
 
 
 
Isle of South Uist



JB
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On behalf of Auntie Katie, Uncle Neil, Maree, Morven, Joan &
Families, we extend our sincere deepest sympathy at the sad news
of Uncle George passing away. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Joan Bell (nee Buchanan), 
 
 
 
 
East Kilbride, Scotland



MR

Mike Rollins - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I haven't seen George in years, and yet I miss him already. He was
a gentle man, quick with a joke, and he'd tell it with a twinkle in his
eye and a lilt in his voice. I know I'll never have a cup of tea as good
as that from the teapot in his kitchen. But was it really the tea? Or
the company? George, you left the world in better shape than you
found it, and I'm a better man for knowing you. Your legacy is
secure. My heartfelt condolences to Theresa, and to my friends of
long ago, Andy, John, and Kirsty, and to all of the family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Mike Rollins, 
 
 
 
 
Fountain Hills, Arizona



LC

Linda Cameron - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

The Scottish community has lost a real treasure. Watching George
and Theresa dance was pure magic. You will be much missed,
George. It was a privilege to know you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Linda Cameron, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



LM

Linda Markowitz - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I am truly saddened to learn that George is no longer with us. He
was certainly one of a kind who made our world a better place. I am
privileged to have known George, and he will be missed. My sincere
condolences to all the family and to the Scottish community who
loved him well! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Linda Markowitz, 
 
 
 
 
Stillwater, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JL

Jeff Lewin - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I met George 23 years ago at pipe band practice. A small man with
a big bass drum and an even bigger heart, George was always
quick with a smile. We had so much fun with the band. I miss him.
He always did have trouble with breaks. My thoughts are with your
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jeff Lewin, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota



BR

Barbara Reyelts - February 13, 2006 at 12:00 AM

My family and I will miss George so much. I will never forget all
those evenings George sat in our cramped basement watching his
kids at their Highland Dance lessons. Nor will I forget the wonderful
band trips with George at the wheel. And of course his skill with cars
kept my family on the road when we couldn't afford to take our
vehicle to the shop. George we loved you and we will miss you
forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Barbara Reyelts, 
 
 
 
 
Duluth, Minnesota



PB

Pat Burns - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I'm so sorry George is gone. My life was made richer by knowing
him & his family. Sitting in the rain in the 1970s drinking tea with the
McCrackens in the Selkirk campground while getting my first(and
only) mini-Gaelic lesson with the sound of lots of pipes & drums in
the background is still a vivid memory. I just know he's already
playing bass and cracking jokes in a fantastic new pipe band in a
better place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Pat Burns, 
 
 
 
 
New Hope, Minnesota



SK

Steven & Elizabeth Kincaid - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

We will miss George and his gentle good humor. George brought
joy to more people and touched more hearts than he could ever
have imagined. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Steven & Elizabeth Kincaid, 
 
 
 
 
Edina, Minnesota



BL

Bonnie Lusso - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Our thoughts are with your family. 
With deepest sympathy Steve, Bonnie & Hailey Lusso 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Bonnie Lusso, 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul Park, Minnesota



WW

Wesley Waring - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I extend my sincere sympathy to you at this time of your loss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Wesley Waring, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



CM

Colin Macdonald - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George was one of the most sincere and gracious men I have ever
had the pleasure to know. His wit and knowledge of Scottish
Country Dancing made him a great teacher. But more than that, he
was to all us ... our Friend! Scotland Forever George! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Colin Macdonald, 
 
 
 
 
Gardner, Kansas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



KC

Kyle Young (Chairman, RSCDS Twin Cities) - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George will be greatly missed in the Scottich Community. He was a
pleasure to talk to and I will miss his leadership and mastery of
Scottish Dancing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Kyle Young (Chairman, RSCDS Twin Cities), 
 
 
 
 
Wyoming 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



MM George was so full of life who would have ever thought that he
would leave us. He was one of the stalwarts of the Scottish
community and had a positive attitude about everything and
everyone. He was a friend to all - never a nasty word, and always
ready to help those in need. A great family man who will be missed
by many. But as George would probably say himself, "don't spend
time worryin' about me - get up and dance an' ye'll a' feel better." 
I'm glad I knew ye, George! Play on... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Margaret McGuckion, 
 
 
 
 
Durham, North Carolina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me



JC

Margaret McGuckion - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Jodi Chartrand - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I will always remember to never wash the teapot... Miss you
George. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Jodi Chartrand, 
 
 
 
 
Woodbury, Minnesota



SP

shelly piper - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

george was such a lovely man. it was an honor to take care of him.
he will be deeply missed by all the staff and patients at burnsville
dialysis. we are saddened by his passing and will never forget this
pleasant man! 
 
shelly(burnsville dialysis) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
shelly piper, 
 
 
 
 
apple valley, Minnesota



BR

Bonnie Ronning - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Our sympathy to your family. We live in Seattle part of the year and
look up the Minneapolis paper occasionally. I noticed the named
because I used to teach at St. Helena's where George kids used to
attend. I taught some of the children in third grade. One of my
favorite memories when I was a young teacher was having George
come to our school and perform for us in the school library. Again
our sympathy to your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Bonnie Ronning, 
 
 
 
 
Dent,, Minnesota
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~  
 
 
 
Bonnie Lusso, 
 
 
 
 
St. Paul Park, Minnesota



WW

Wesley Waring - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

I extend my sincere sympathy to you at this time of your loss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Wesley Waring, 
 
 
 
 
Maple Grove, Minnesota



CM

Colin Macdonald - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George was one of the most sincere and gracious men I have ever
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Contact Me



PB

Margaret McGuckion - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM
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only) mini-Gaelic lesson with the sound of lots of pipes & drums in
the background is still a vivid memory. I just know he's already
playing bass and cracking jokes in a fantastic new pipe band in a
better place. 
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Pat Burns, 
 
 
 
 
New Hope, Minnesota
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favorite memories when I was a young teacher was having George
come to our school and perform for us in the school library. Again
our sympathy to your family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Bonnie Ronning, 
 
 
 
 
Dent,, Minnesota



SK
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We will miss George and his gentle good humor. George brought
joy to more people and touched more hearts than he could ever
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~  
 
 
 
Steven & Elizabeth Kincaid, 
 
 
 
 
Edina, Minnesota



JC

Jodi Chartrand - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM
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SP

shelly piper - February 12, 2006 at 12:00 AM

george was such a lovely man. it was an honor to take care of him.
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dialysis. we are saddened by his passing and will never forget this
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~  
 
 
 
shelly piper, 
 
 
 
 
apple valley, Minnesota



CM

Cynthia McDonald - February 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM

His smiling face and enthusiastic dancing/instruction will be greatly
missed! Many in the Scottish community share your grief. Lots of
thoughts and prayers are with your whole family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Cynthia McDonald, 
 
 
 
 
Apple Valley, Minnesota



GB I too thought I would be seeing and having yet another good chat
with you, George. I was so moved and saddened when Mick called
and told me of your passing. You were a good man, you and
Theresa were a special couple and proud and loving parents to your
wonderful family. I was glad too to have made your acquaintance, to
have known you and yours for all the years we had you. You gave
us your kind and gentle ways and we are the better for it. Keep
beating retreat and calling the steps, George, we'll find you later, on
down the way. 
 
Aye, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Gilchrist Bill, 
 
 
 
 
Edina, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WB

Gilchrist Bill - February 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM

 
Contact Me

William & Phyllis Bruce - February 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM

On behalf of the "Family Of Bruce International" and especially the
local members of same, we extend our sympathies to the family. We
have lost one of the most valued and revered members of our
community, whose contributions cannot be measured and whose
person we will not forget. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
William & Phyllis Bruce, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis



JF

John Fairbairn - February 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM

George was the embodiment of Scottish determination. He made
sure that every day was filled with interest and joy, and that he
celebrated his Scottish heritage. I trust that his children and
grandchildren will keep that tradition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
John Fairbairn, 
 
 
 
 
Corcoran, Minnesota



DB

Don and Kathy Bruce - February 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM

We've known George for the last 2 years through his Scottish
dancing group. We enjoyed every minute we had with him. What a
wonderful, upbeat man, despite a lot of challenges in his life. We will
miss him and the dancing group greatly. Our sympathies to the
family, and the Scottish community, who both lost a wonderful
human being and friend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Don and Kathy Bruce, 
 
 
 
 
Stillwater, Minnesota



BZ

Barry ZeVan - February 11, 2006 at 12:00 AM

Deepest sympathies for your loss, which is a loss to all of us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
~  
 
 
 
Barry ZeVan, 
 
 
 
 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Me
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