Eric Lamar Dunbar
October 28, 1967 - April 17, 2023

Dunbar, Eric L. 55 of Minneapolis, passed away on April 17, 2023. Memorial
Service, Monday, May 1, 2023, 11 AM with visitation one hour prior at the
Washburn-McReavy Edina Chapel. Washburn-McReavy.com Edina Chapel
952-920-3996 West 50th St. & Hwy 100

| have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith
period now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day and not only to me but
also to all who have longed for his appearing - Il Timothy 4:7-8

Eric Dunbar was a caring son, father, grandfather, brother, uncle, and friend
who left this world suddenly on April 17, 2023, at the age of 55 years, passing
in his sleep. Though challenged with various medical issues in recent years,
Eric remained a beacon of light and showed his courage with his engaging
smile and good-natured conversation. This Man About Town, many may call
him or even a social butterfly, Eric was much more. A connector, an avid
cultivator of relationships and a dear friend. Eric made relationships his
business both personally and professionally. The not so simple pleasures in
life brought great joy to Eric - human beings. He loved people!! Eric had an
uncanny ability to connect with people regardless of position, age, race, or
gender. His pleasant personality and fun spirited soul was contagious to
everyone he met. His natural abilities and thoughtful inclination to serve and
look out for EVERYBODY, this masterful handshaker was often thought of as
the "Mayor of Minneapolis."



Eric Lamar Dunbar entered this world on October 28, 1967, in Brooklyn, New
York. Born to Barbara Dunbar and Benny Gilliam, Eric was educated in the
New York public school system. He relocated to Minneapolis MN with his
mother Barbara in 1987 and they joined Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church
where Reverend Alfred Harris baptized him.

Eric's journey as an entrepreneur began at an early age of 6 when he began
selling the New York Daily newspaper to tenants in their Brooklyn apartment
building. He would go to his local supermarket and buy stacks and return to
deliver them door to door for price plus profit. His instinct to maximize profit
moved him to develop his own partnership with the newspaper distributor,
thus learning the art of salesmanship this led to him doing outstanding work
as a salesperson and consultant in the men's department of Saks Fifth
Avenue, Neiman Marcus, Joseph Banks, Herbert White and Target. He has
clothed the Who's Who of Minneapolis and Saint Paul. Later, he transitioned
his outgoing personality and sales skills to the real estate industry and
became a financer of mortgages at the Mortgage Lab.

His continued success and connections to his cherished community stretched
far and wide. He provided leadership, support, encouragement and
mentorship to many budding entrepreneurs and colleagues. Eric was a
member of the Monitors, one of the partners of the social event group,
Sumthin' Special and a host of entertainment endeavors across the Twin
Cities. He loved to share his enterprising mind with others while dabbling in
multiple business opportunities until the end.

Eric's family was especially important to him. He leaves to mourn his mother
Barbara Dunbar, his son Lionel Lamar Dunbar, his granddaughter Yuli Renee
Powell-Dunbar, and his brother Anthony Dunbar Sr. In addition, he leaves five
sisters: Stephanie Aguda, Hope (Gary) Grice, Anjeanette Reed, Julia Gilliam,
and Amia Coachman and two brothers: Benny Basil (Desiree) and Cory
Young. He also leaves behind a huge extended family of aunts, uncles and a
host of cousins and many, many dear friends who love and will miss him
dearly.



The juxtaposition of heartbreak and contentment, grief and gratitude is never
easy. The many family and friends Eric leaves to this world will drift in and out
of sorrow for as long as they need, but the joy that comes in knowing that their
beloved Eric is free and at peace. Though we long for more time with him, the
legacy and impact he leaves will forever be imprinted on our hearts, until we
meet again.



Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 1. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Edina Chapel
5000 West 50th & Highway 100
Edina, MN 55436

Memorial Service

MAY 1. 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM (CT)

Edina Chapel
5000 West 50th & Highway 100
Edina, MN 55436



Tribute Wall

(Washlnn TRy Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels created a Memorial Service
for Eric Lamar Dunbar in memory of Eric Lamar Dunbar

Washburn-McReavy - April 23, 2023 at 01:13 PM

Since the Bible what happened to my Eric

Maxine Griffin - May 01, 2023 at 04:18 PM

Eric Because of you, | laugh a little harder, cry a little less, and smile
a lot more.” Cheers my friend
Dr Ava Jackson

Ava Jackson - May 01, 2023 at 01:38 PM



Dunbar, | will miss our friendship of over 30 years, our sisterly and
brotherly banter in our conversations about life and sometimes
about nothing. | will miss your guidance and honest advice on style
and current trends, as you have always had that special gift for
fashion. Over the many years there are many fond memories and
past times to share and hold on to. One thing was an absolute, is
your love for Lionel, no matter what was going on it was clearly
understood that we had to swing by Capital Grille at dinner time and
grab his hamburger. | did not know that they sold hamburgers until
Dunbar, hilarious.

My brother, when we spoke on Friday, April 16, 2023, | did not know
that it would be the last time, but grateful that we had that time to
say I love you and miss you; | will take those memories with me.
The old days of one of us needing a date at a last-minute invite are
joyful memories | will cherish and laugh until my gut burns. Swinging
by for dinner knowing that “Wheezy” had something on the stove.
My regret today, is that | will not be home for your homegoing
service and believe that you are in God’s hands and that everything
will be all right. | love you and miss you dearly...Broken hearted
friend... Jackie “Wheezy” Simmons

Jackie Simmons - April 30, 2023 at 01:44 PM

Mrs. Barbara, Lionel and Babygirl, my heart mourns with you during
this time. Stand strong and | ask that God carry you through this
difficult time. Love, Jackie Simmons

Jackie Simmons - April 30, 2023 at 01:47 PM



Mrs. Fields With Sympathy Combo Tin was
purchased for the family of Eric Lamar Dunbar.

April 30, 2023 at 12:45 PM


https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

