David Dean Becker
December 5, 1945 - April 19, 2024

David Dean Becker, born December 5, 1945, passed away peacefully in
Chanhassen, Minnesota on Friday, April 19, 2024. Dave was the second born
son to Walter and Alvera Becker of South St. Paul, Minnesota. After
graduating from South St. Paul High School, he went on to earn his
certification as a Tool and Die maker and was able to utilize his skills in the
Army where he served his country as a machinist. In 1977, Dave was hired by
3M as a Systems Control Technician. After 30 years at 3M, Dave retired as a
Senior Technologist. His retirement was spent pursuing his love of flying.

David's passion for flying started shortly after high school when he earned his
private pilot's license. After a few years of hobby flights, he decided to train as
an aerobatic pilot which required parachute training. Dave took his first jump
course to learn parachute safety and quicky traded in his wings for a
parachute. While working as a jump instructor, David met his wife Monta as
she took her first of many jumps. On July 28, 1972, Dave and Monta married
while living overseas in Australia.

Dave had a love of photography and was rarely seen without his camera. He
combined his love of jumping with his love of photography by welding a
camera and camcorder to his helmet, photographing and videoing thousands
of amateur and professional skydivers.



After 2,000 jumps, Dave retired from jumping and went back to his first love:
flying. Dave joined the EAA Chapter 54 Flying Club in Lake EImo, MN and
immediately got involved with the Young Eagles program. Dave served as a
pilot and Certified Flight Instructor for many years, providing free plane rides
to kids from the ages of 8-17. In his favorite plane, the Piper Archer, Dave
introduced the aviation experience to hundreds of kids, giving them the
opportunity to take the controls once in the air.

In December 2021, Dave and Monta moved to Riley Crossing in Chanhassen,
MN where he was the self-appointed greeter, spending his days welcoming
residents and visitors to the building. Throughout his life, Dave went out of his
way to make others smile. Whether it was a joke told at breakfast, a card or
impromptu song on your birthday, or the red clown nose he put on any time a
child walked by, Dave made it a personal goal to make people smile.

Dave is preceded in death by his parents Walter and Alvera Becker and
brother Ken Becker. He is survived by his wife, Monta Becker, sister-in-law
Mary Becker (Ken), niece Kelly Sorkin (David), nephew Kevin Becker, and
grandnephews Aaron and Eli Sorkin.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the EAA Chapter 54 Young
Eagles Program. Donations made in Dave's honor will be put towards their
scholarship program which sponsors young pilots for a week at the EAA Air
Academy.

All are welcome to join us immediately following the service to celebrate Dave

the only way we know how: with Burgers and a Beer! Location details will be
available after the service.

Donations can be sent via the below link or by mailing a check to EAA



Chapter 54

https://chapters.eaa.org/eaa54/join-renew-donate/membership-donate

Lake EImo Airport-EAA Building
Attn: Treasurer

3275 Manning Ave North Suite 7
Lake EImo, MN 55042



Previous Events
Visitation

MAY 23. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Eden Prairie Chapel
7625 Mitchell Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Memorial Service

MAY 23. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Eden Prairie Chapel
7625 Mitchell Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55344



Tribute Wall

(kb TRy Washburn-McReavy Funeral Chapels created a Memorial Service
"""""" for David Dean Becker in memory of David Dean Becker

Washburn-McReavy - April 21, 2024 at 10:55 AM

I miss you so much David, this life is now empty; it'’s not a
nightmare, they don’t last this long, it’s not a joke, no joke would be
this cruel, it's not a game because there are no winners. This
morning | saw someone take a recliner out of the bldg and put it in a
car...l knew what that meant...and now | wonder how many
recliners have left this bldg. How many more will.. just like yours
did...as mine will one day.

I love you David...you were and are the kindest human being | have
ever known....

Monta

5/31/24

Monta Becker - May 31, 2024 at 12:32 PM
Friends and fellow pilots of EAA Ch.54

purchased the Dreams From the Heart Bouquet
for the family of David Dean Becker.

Friends and fellow pilots of EAA Ch.54 - May 16, 2024 at
10:30 AM


https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.washburn-mcreavy.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Though | didn't know David or Monta, as a fellow Vietnam veteran |
am saddened by the loss of Dave. My thoughts and prayers are with
Monta and her family. Burt K.

Burt - April 29, 2024 at 02:13 PM

Monta, my 3M friend Burt King, EST lab and Vietnam Veteran,
forwards his condolences to you and your family for your loss.
Fred Banholzer

Fred Banholzer - April 28, 2024 at 01:50 PM

Monta and the Becker family, please accept my deepest
condolences for your loss. | did not know Dave during our 3M
working years and met him a couple of times after we had both
retired. | did have the pleasure of knowing his wife Monta, IMP
Secretary, for a number of years as our group shared the same
wing, in Building 21-1E for many years until both of our groups
relocated to Building 275.

He has left his family and friends much too soon and will be missed
by many.

Dave, thank you for your service to our country and, like me, serving
in Vietnam, may you RIP.

Thoughts, prayers and hugs to Monta!!!

Fred Banholzer, 3M Retired Sourcing Manager, Vietnam Veteran-
USN

Fred Banholzer - April 27, 2024 at 03:35 PM



