Dr. Roberta Jean Edwards
February 17, 1951 - July 27, 2019

Dr. Roberta Jean Edwards, born on February 17, 1951, gently crossed Jordan to be with
her Saviour early on the morning of July 27, 2019 after an extended illness.
Roberta was born in Austin, Minnesota, but soon moved with her parents to help establish
the new town of Hoyt Lakes, Minnesota. Four years later, the family moved down to
Woodbury, at that time far more farms than suburban houses. The rest of her life was
spent in the Twin Cities, much of her adult life in Coon Rapids which she loved dearly.
A brilliant student, Roberta graduated from North St. Paul Senior High School. Besides the
usual academic subjects, she played trombone and studied piano, an instrument she
remained with for life. After high school, she graduated with a B.A. in drama from the
University of Wisconsin-River Falls. A decade later she graduated from the University of
Minnesota-Duluth, School of Medicine and worked as a family practice specialist until she
became ill.
Roberta is preceded by her mother and father, Helen and Walter (Gene) Edwards and by
Roberta’s stepfather Ralph Gudmunson. She is survived by her brother, Henry, his wife
Elin and a niece, Aara, stepsister Barbara Whale and stepbrother Leonard Gudmunson
and their families. She is also survived by an aunt, Marilyn Zielke, as well as by numerous
cousins scattered across the country.
Many thanks are due Mary Lou Johnson and those who helped care for Roberta.
Memorial service 2:00 PM, Saturday, October 12, with gathering one hour prior at
Washburn-McReavy Coon Rapids Chapel, 1827 Coon Rapids Blvd. Praise to the Lord for
the blessings to and through Roberta.
www.Washburn-McReavy.com
Coon Rapids Chapel 763-767-1000

Events
OCT
12

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Coon Rapids Chapel
1827 Coon Rapids Blvd., Coon Rapids, MN, US, 55433

OCT
12

Memorial Service

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Coon Rapids Chapel
1827 Coon Rapids Blvd., Coon Rapids, MN, US, 55433

Comments

“

Dr. Roberta Edwards epitomized the caring physician. Her love for her patients was
needed and appropriate for each of them. I knew Berda very well as a student, and
we kept in touch throughout her train and practice experiences. Roberta had a
difficult life and struggled with many physical ailments, but always tried to keep her
spirits up. She would always inquire about my family when we chatted or wrote, and
they also cared for her deeply. We will all miss Dr. Edwards and are consoled with
the reality that she is finally without pain, can now enjoy all the small things that
brought her joy (like snow, sunrise, a fresh rain smell).Our memories of her will force
us to smile through our sadness and know that she is now reunited with the mother
she loved so dearly. Peace be with her and will all of us as we remember her
generous and kind spirit.
Jim Boulger, Ph.D., former medical school professor of Dr Edwards

Jim Boulger - August 08 at 10:02 AM

