Norman John Werner
January 29, 1926 - October 17, 2021

Norman John Werner passed away Oct. 17, 2021, in Coon Rapids. Norm was born Jan.
29, 1926, in Minneapolis to John Emil Arthur Werner and Lydia Anna Werner (née Meyer)
of Long Prairie, Minn. Norm grew up in Long Prairie, where he graduated from high school
in 1944 and was soon drafted into the U.S. Army to serve in World War II. He was
honorably discharged in 1946 and went on to receive an A.A. degree from Bethany
Lutheran College in Mankato, Minn., and a B.A. from the University of Minnesota. On July
31, 1955, he married Elizabeth Preus of Calmar, Iowa, and moved to Minneapolis for a
short time before moving to Coon Rapids, Minn., where they lived for the remainder of
their married life together.
Norm spent most of his career as a public servant, working first as Assistant City Manager
for the city of Coon Rapids, then for municipal advisory firm Springsted Inc., then for
nearly 20 years as a fiscal planner for the Metropolitan Council in St. Paul until he retired
in 1994. A man of strong faith, he was a dedicated member of King of Grace Lutheran
Church in Golden Valley and of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, devoting decades of
service and skill to both in the areas of planning, missions and governance.
A great lover of music and of sports, Norm sang in the King of Grace choir for more than
50 years and remained a devoted fan of the Vikings, Twins, Lynx, and Gophers to the end.
Norm is survived by his wife of 66 years, Elizabeth; his children, Karl Werner, Ann Werner,
Nancy Schauff (Greg), Marcus (Vi) Werner, Marnie, and John; his grandchildren, Joseph
Schauff and Margaret Schauff; and his brother, Paul. Preceding him in death were his
parents, John and Lydia.
A service will be held Nov. 5, 1 PM with visitation one hour prior, at King of Grace Lutheran
Church, 6000 Duluth St., Golden Valley. The family requests everyone to please wear
masks. The service will be live-streamed at www.kingofgracelutheran.com. Burial will take
place at Fort Snelling at a future date.

Memorials can be made to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, Mankato, Minn.; Bethany
Lutheran College, Mankato, Minn.; Thoughts of Faith (tof.org); and the American Humane
Society.

Events
NOV
5

Visitation

12:00PM - 01:00PM

King of Grace Lutheran Church
6000 Duluth Street, Golden Valley, MN, US, 55422

NOV
5

Church Service

01:00PM - 02:00PM

King of Grace Lutheran Church
6000 Duluth Street, Golden Valley, MN, US, 55422

Comments

“

I worked closely with Norm at the Metro Council when I first began working there. He
was an incredibly kind person who was also a real expert on state and local
government finance - our go to guy if you needed to know anything about
government finance. He was also a fun person to visit with and we shared many
memories of Mankato where I had lived. He made life better for everyone he worked
with. You have my deepest sympathy for your loss..

Pat Pahl - November 20, 2021 at 07:53 AM

“

Offering my sympathy to all of Norm's family. He and I worked together at Metro
Council for many years- such a nice, kind man and he had a great sense of humor. I
circulated his obituary notice to many of the Met Council retirees and they responded
with similar remembrances. I am not able to attend his memorial services so I wanted
to make sure you all knew that Norm was fondly remembered by all the staff at Met
Council. (If a family member would like to send me a "contact" email address at
conniekozlak@yahoo.com I would be glad to forward on some of the memories I got
back from former co-workers in response to my email)

Connie Kozlak - November 05, 2021 at 11:15 AM

